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An incisive and candid look at how America got lost on the way to Dr.
King’s Promised Land

Almost fifty years after Martin Luther King, Jr.’s "I Have a Dream" speech,
equality is the law of the land, but actual integration is still hard to find.
Mammoth battles over forced busing, unfair housing practices, and affirmative
action have hardly helped. The bleak fact is that black people and white people in
the United States don’t spend much time together—at work, school, church, or
anywhere. Tanner Colby, himself a child of a white-flight Southern suburb, set
out to discover why.

Some of My Best Friends Are Black chronicles America’s troubling relationship
with race through four interrelated stories: the transformation of a once-racist
Birmingham school system; a Kansas City neighborhood’s fight against housing
discrimination; the curious racial divide of the Madison Avenue ad world; and a
Louisiana Catholic parish’s forty-year effort to build an integrated church.
Writing with a reporter’s nose and a stylist’s flair, Colby uncovers the deep
emotional fault lines set trembling by race and takes an unflinching look at an
America still struggling to reach the mountaintop.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Some of My Best Friends Are Black is a wonderful book that deserves to be read widely by white and black
Americans and both by young and old. It tells the story of post-civil rights American society in a down-to-
earth manner combining sense and sensibility." -- New York Journal of Books

From the Back Cover

"I've often thought that the issue of race has been more than adequately dealt with by America's people of
color and that it was finally white people's turn to engage with the uncomfortable subject if we were to move
forward together as a nation. In Some of My Best Friends Are Black, Tanner Colby bravely and ably accepts
the challenge. This book taught me unexpected and valuable lessons about my country, my people, and
myself. What can a white guy named Tanner teach a black guy named Baratunde about race in America?
Turns out the answer is 'plenty.'" -- Baratunde Thurston, author of How to be Black

"In weaving together the personal narratives (including his own) of "the Children of White  Flight" and "the
Children of the Dream" Tanner Colby has crafted a powerful piece of social commentary and contemporary
history. Hugely readable, quirky, and incredibly smart, Some of my Best Friends Are Black presents four
unforgettable smaller stories to tell the big story of race in today's America." -- Tim Naftali, author of
George H.W. Bush and director emeritus of the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum

"Irony, surprise, virtue, and hustling are always the interwoven story of ethnic troubles in America. Tanner
Colby lets us see that, however many advances have been accomplished, the unfamiliar styles of those who
intend to do well--along with those who inevitably pollute any area with short-sighted economic dreams--
inevitably lead to a universal conclusion: "Mistakes were made." The story of how and why this happened is
what gives this book something special beyond the usual sentimentality imposed on human events, above
and below." -- Stanley Crouch, author of Reconsidering the Souls of Black Folk

About the Author

Tanner Colby is the author of Belushi: A Biography and the New York Times and Los Angeles Times
bestseller The Chris Farley Show: A Biography in Three Acts. He lives in Brooklyn, New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jonah Masten:

The publication with title Some of My Best Friends Are Black: The Strange Story of Integration in America
includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.



William Grimm:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is definitely Some
of My Best Friends Are Black: The Strange Story of Integration in America.

Andrew Purdie:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Some of My Best Friends Are Black: The
Strange Story of Integration in America is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Kenneth Lambert:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading,
not only science book but additionally novel and Some of My Best Friends Are Black: The Strange Story of
Integration in America or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Some of My Best Friends Are Black: The Strange Story of Integration in
America to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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