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In 1806 General Thomas Picton, Britain's first governor of Trinidad, was brought
to trial for the torture of a free mulatto named Louisa Calderon and for
overseeing a regime of terror over the island's slave population. James Epstein
offers a fascinating account of the unfolding of this colonial drama. He shows the
ways in which the trial and its investigation brought empire 'home' and exposed
the disjuncture between a national self-image of humane governance and the
brutal realities of colonial rule. He uses the trial to open up a range of issues,
including colonial violence and norms of justice, the status of the British subject,
imperial careering, visions of development after slavery, slave conspiracy and the
colonial archive. He reveals how Britain's imperial regime became more
authoritarian, hierarchical and militarised but also how unease about abuses of
power and of the rights of colonial subjects began to grow.
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In 1806 General Thomas Picton, Britain's first governor of Trinidad, was brought to trial for the torture of a
free mulatto named Louisa Calderon and for overseeing a regime of terror over the island's slave population.
James Epstein offers a fascinating account of the unfolding of this colonial drama. He shows the ways in
which the trial and its investigation brought empire 'home' and exposed the disjuncture between a national
self-image of humane governance and the brutal realities of colonial rule. He uses the trial to open up a range
of issues, including colonial violence and norms of justice, the status of the British subject, imperial
careering, visions of development after slavery, slave conspiracy and the colonial archive. He reveals how
Britain's imperial regime became more authoritarian, hierarchical and militarised but also how unease about
abuses of power and of the rights of colonial subjects began to grow.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In this rollicking, sensational tale of imperial misrule, James Epstein takes readers into the colonial
underworld peopled by those rogues and scoundrels who both represented British colonial power and defied
it in the Caribbean of the early nineteenth century. Drawing on legal records, parliamentary debate, personal
memoirs, print culture and the uneven, fragmented remains of the colonial archive, he weaves together the
fractious histories of Thomas Picton and William Fullarton, suturing their clash of wills to the most
important questions of the day: the rule of law, the fate of free labor and the career of liberalism in and
outside the metropole. For all their fugitive archival presence, Epstein never lets the men and women of color
whose suffering was the scandal of colonial rule fall below our sightline. This is postcolonial history at its
best: erudite, breathtaking, subversive - and portable, in methodological terms, to a host of other imperial
times and places as well."
Antoinette Burton, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

"Britain's newly acquired colony of Trinidad was, at the dawn of the nineteenth century, awash with migrants
and refugees from across the Caribbean and Africa, its stability poised insecurely between the enslaved
demands for freedom, and the repression which was the shank of colonial and plantocratic rule. The
Governorship of Thomas Picton - violent, dictatorial and torturing - brought to a head, in an English court,
wider debates about colonial law and order, and about British governance on the far edges of empire.
Through his clever use of archival materials, on both sides of the Atlantic, James Epstein weaves a
compelling tale of popular demands for freedom and justice in the teeth of colonial brutality. Scandal of
Colonial Rule offers, via a tantalising snapshot of a one slave colony, a broad panoramic survey of the world
of Atlantic slavery - indeed of global domination - in the last phase of Britain's eighteenth-century empire."
James Walvin, University of York

"James Epstein is a distinguished scholar writing at the peak of his powers. In this masterful book he gives
vital new meaning to the old maxim, so much of British history happened overseas."
Marcus Rediker, Distinguished Professor of Atlantic History, University of Pittsburgh

"Louise Calderon was an obscure mixed-race woman of dubious virtue living in Trinidad in the early
nineteenth century whose torture led to a famous imperial scandal. James Epstein's remarkable new book
shows how this scandal, in his sensitive hands, can illuminate both Louisa's brief moment of notoriety and,
more importantly, the strange world of the British empire at its imperial meridian. Based on a wealth of
archival research, Epstein reveals an imperial world of startling brutality and disturbing modernity, a world
in which both liberalism and authoritarianism were in uneasy and fascinating juxtaposition. A rollicking
good read with profound implications."
Trevor Burnard, University of Melbourne

"James Epstein deftly moves between the trial and its background to expose many of the conflicting
pressures that were shaping the British Atlantic world."
David Chan Smith, Canadian Journal of History

"James Epstein ... reminds us of just how compelling history can be. [He] centers his work on the story of
Louisa Calderon, a mixed-race woman who was tortured by the first British governor of Trinidad, General
Thomas Picton ... in order to force her to admit to her alleged role in a robbery. From this core narrative, and



the debates it engendered, he leads us in a dazzling array of directions, demonstrating a mastery of social,
cultural, political, gender, legal and imperial history along the way. What emerges is a nuanced and
kaleidoscopic view of the British Empire in the decades around 1800, when the British were still grappling
with their new global power. This is history simultaneously revelatory and readable, as Epstein leads his
readers through a world in which very little was fixed and much was in flux, never losing his footing."
North American Conference on British Studies

"James Epstein's Scandal of Colonial Rule reminds us of just how compelling history can be. Epstein centers
his work on the story of Louisa Calderon, a mixed-race woman who was tortured by the first British
governor of Trinidad, General Thomas Picton, in 1801 in order to force her to admit to her alleged role in a
robbery. From this core narrative, and the debates it engendered, he leads us in a dazzling array of directions,
demonstrating a mastery of social, cultural, political, gender, legal and imperial history along the way. What
emerges is a nuanced and kaleidoscopic view of the British Empire in the decades around 1800, when the
British were still grappling with their new global power. This is history simultaneously revelatory and
readable, as Epstein leads his readers through a world in which very little was fixed and much was in flux,
never losing his footing."
Diana Paton, Social History

About the Author
James Epstein is Distinguished Professor of History, Department of History, Vanderbilt University,
Nashville, Tennessee. His previous publications include In Practice: Studies in the Language and Culture of
Popular Politics in Modern Britain (2003) and Radical Expression: Political Language, Ritual, and Symbol in
England, 1790-1850 (1994).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Wilson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Scandal of Colonial Rule (Critical
Perspectives on Empire). All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Cheryl Stone:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Scandal of Colonial Rule (Critical
Perspectives on Empire) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.



Tommy Heckman:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. Scandal of Colonial Rule (Critical Perspectives on Empire) can be your
answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Patricia Watts:

The book untitled Scandal of Colonial Rule (Critical Perspectives on Empire) contain a lot of information on
it. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author brings
you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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