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Prewar Shanghai: casinos, brothels, Green Gang racketeers, narcotics syndicates,
gun-runners, underground Communist assassins, Comitern secret agents. Frederic
Wakeman's masterful study of the most colorful and corrupt city in the world at
the time provides a panoramic view of the confrontation and collaboration
between the Nationalist secret police and the Shanghai underworld.

In detailing the life and politics of China's largest urban center during the
Guomindang era, Wakeman covers an array of topics: the puritanical social
controls implemented by the police; the regional differences that surfaced among
Shanghai's Chinese, the influence of imperialism and Western-trained officials.
Parts of this book read like a spy novel, with secret police, torture, assassination;
and power struggles among the French, International Settlement, and Japanese
consular police within Shanghai.

Chiang Kai-shek wanted to prove that the Chinese could rule Shanghai and the
country by themselves, rather than be exploited and dominated by foreign
powers. His efforts to reclaim the crime-ridden city failed, partly because of the
outbreak of war with Japan in 1937, but also because the Nationalist police force
was itself corrupted by the city.

Wakeman's exhaustively researched study is a major contribution to the study of
the Nationalist regime and to modern Chinese urban history. It also shows that
twentieth-century China has not been characterized by discontinuity, because
autocratic government—whether Nationalist or Communist—has prevailed.
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Prewar Shanghai: casinos, brothels, Green Gang racketeers, narcotics syndicates, gun-runners, underground
Communist assassins, Comitern secret agents. Frederic Wakeman's masterful study of the most colorful and
corrupt city in the world at the time provides a panoramic view of the confrontation and collaboration
between the Nationalist secret police and the Shanghai underworld.

In detailing the life and politics of China's largest urban center during the Guomindang era, Wakeman covers
an array of topics: the puritanical social controls implemented by the police; the regional differences that
surfaced among Shanghai's Chinese, the influence of imperialism and Western-trained officials. Parts of this
book read like a spy novel, with secret police, torture, assassination; and power struggles among the French,
International Settlement, and Japanese consular police within Shanghai.

Chiang Kai-shek wanted to prove that the Chinese could rule Shanghai and the country by themselves, rather
than be exploited and dominated by foreign powers. His efforts to reclaim the crime-ridden city failed, partly
because of the outbreak of war with Japan in 1937, but also because the Nationalist police force was itself
corrupted by the city.

Wakeman's exhaustively researched study is a major contribution to the study of the Nationalist regime and
to modern Chinese urban history. It also shows that twentieth-century China has not been characterized by
discontinuity, because autocratic government—whether Nationalist or Communist—has prevailed.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Frederic Wakeman, Jr. is Haas Professor of Asian Studies and Director of the Institute of East Asian
Studies at the University of California, Berkeley. He is the author of The Great Enterprise: The Manchu
Reconstruction of Imperial Order in Seventeenth-Century China (California, 1985).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brill:

This book untitled Policing Shanghai, 1927-1937 (Philip E.Lilienthal Books) to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Nyla Gomez:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is usually Policing Shanghai, 1927-1937 (Philip E.Lilienthal Books).

Robert Music:

Policing Shanghai, 1927-1937 (Philip E.Lilienthal Books) can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Policing Shanghai, 1927-1937
(Philip E.Lilienthal Books) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition
to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

James Robicheaux:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Policing Shanghai, 1927-1937



(Philip E.Lilienthal Books) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon.
If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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