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The first detailed treatment of the Chinese homosexual tradition in any Western
language, Passions of the Cut Sleeve shatters preconceptions and stereotypes.
Gone is the image of the sternly puritanical Confucian as sole representative of
Chinese sexual practices—and with it the justification for the modern Chinese
insistence that homosexuality is a recent import from the decadent West.
Rediscovering the male homosexual tradition in China provides a startling new
perspective on Chinese society and adds richly to our understanding of
homosexuality.

Bret Hinsch's reconstruction of the Chinese homosexual past reveals unexpected
scenes. An emperor on his deathbed turns over the seals of the empire to a male
beloved; two men marry each other with elaborate wedding rituals; parents sell
their son into prostitution. The tradition portrays men from all levels of
society—emperors, transvestite actors, rapists, elegant scholars, licentious
monks, and even the nameless poor.

Drawing from dynastic histories, erotic novels, popular Buddhist tracts, love
poetry, legal cases, and joke books, Passions of the Cut Sleeve evokes the
complex and fascinating male homosexual tradition in China from the Bronze
Age until its decline in recent times.
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The first detailed treatment of the Chinese homosexual tradition in any Western language, Passions of the
Cut Sleeve shatters preconceptions and stereotypes. Gone is the image of the sternly puritanical Confucian as
sole representative of Chinese sexual practices—and with it the justification for the modern Chinese
insistence that homosexuality is a recent import from the decadent West. Rediscovering the male
homosexual tradition in China provides a startling new perspective on Chinese society and adds richly to our
understanding of homosexuality.

Bret Hinsch's reconstruction of the Chinese homosexual past reveals unexpected scenes. An emperor on his
deathbed turns over the seals of the empire to a male beloved; two men marry each other with elaborate
wedding rituals; parents sell their son into prostitution. The tradition portrays men from all levels of
society—emperors, transvestite actors, rapists, elegant scholars, licentious monks, and even the nameless
poor.

Drawing from dynastic histories, erotic novels, popular Buddhist tracts, love poetry, legal cases, and joke
books, Passions of the Cut Sleeve evokes the complex and fascinating male homosexual tradition in China
from the Bronze Age until its decline in recent times.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Harvard scholar Hinsch's careful study belies the official Chinese notion that homosexuality is a recent
import from the decadent West. Photos.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Hinsch cites evidence of the homosexual tradition in China derived primarily from literature--novels, poetry,
and (often very frank and graphic) humor--and secondarily from historical documents. This evidence reveals
societal attitudes toward various facets of the issue, such as superior-inferior relationships, prostitution, and
political corruption. Examples from the earlier dynasties are few, and here Hinsch often resorts to reading
between the lines; throughout there are conclusions based on supposition or assumptions. Nevertheless, the
material is well covered, and monographic treatment of the topic is scanty. Recommended for Chinese and
gay studies collections.
- Kenneth W. Berger, Duke Univ. Lib., Durham, N.C.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"This study sheds light on an important aspect of Chinese social history about which virtually nothing has
been written previously, and does so with sensitivity, good sense, and grace. It opens entirely new vistas on
the history of sexuality. Readers will learn new and unexpected things not only about Chinese history and
homosexuality, but about human nature itself."--John Boswell, Yale University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeff Puckett:

The book Passions of the Cut Sleeve: The Male Homosexual Tradition in China gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
looking at a book Passions of the Cut Sleeve: The Male Homosexual Tradition in China to become your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a publication Passions of
the Cut Sleeve: The Male Homosexual Tradition in China. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Emma Englund:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Passions of the Cut
Sleeve: The Male Homosexual Tradition in China suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer
in this era. Typically the book untitled Passions of the Cut Sleeve: The Male Homosexual Tradition in
Chinais the main one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men



and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can
see the represented of the world in this book.

John Olive:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Passions of the Cut Sleeve:
The Male Homosexual Tradition in China can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these publications have than the others?

Santiago Johnson:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Passions of the Cut Sleeve: The Male
Homosexual Tradition in China to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a
book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Passions of the Cut Sleeve: The Male Homosexual Tradition
in China can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of that time.
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