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This bold challenge to conventional notions about medieval music disputes the
assumption of pure literacy and replaces it with a more complex picture of a
world in which literacy and orality interacted. Asking such fundamental
questions as how singers managed to memorize such an enormous amount of
music and how music composed in the mind rather than in writing affected
musical style, Anna Maria Busse Berger explores the impact of the art of
memory on the composition and transmission of medieval music. Her fresh,
innovative study shows that although writing allowed composers to work out
pieces in the mind, it did not make memorization redundant but allowed for new
ways to commit material to memory.

Since some of the polyphonic music from the twelfth century and later was
written down, scholars have long assumed that it was all composed and
transmitted in written form. Our understanding of medieval music has been
profoundly shaped by German philologists from the beginning of the last century
who approached medieval music as if it were no different from music of the
nineteenth century. But Medieval Music and the Art of Memory deftly
demonstrates that the fact that a piece was written down does not necessarily
mean that it was conceived and transmitted in writing. Busse Berger's new
model, one that emphasizes the interplay of literate and oral composition and
transmission, deepens and enriches current understandings of medieval music
and opens the field for fresh interpretations.
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This bold challenge to conventional notions about medieval music disputes the assumption of pure literacy
and replaces it with a more complex picture of a world in which literacy and orality interacted. Asking such
fundamental questions as how singers managed to memorize such an enormous amount of music and how
music composed in the mind rather than in writing affected musical style, Anna Maria Busse Berger explores
the impact of the art of memory on the composition and transmission of medieval music. Her fresh,
innovative study shows that although writing allowed composers to work out pieces in the mind, it did not
make memorization redundant but allowed for new ways to commit material to memory.

Since some of the polyphonic music from the twelfth century and later was written down, scholars have long
assumed that it was all composed and transmitted in written form. Our understanding of medieval music has
been profoundly shaped by German philologists from the beginning of the last century who approached
medieval music as if it were no different from music of the nineteenth century. But Medieval Music and the
Art of Memory deftly demonstrates that the fact that a piece was written down does not necessarily mean that
it was conceived and transmitted in writing. Busse Berger's new model, one that emphasizes the interplay of
literate and oral composition and transmission, deepens and enriches current understandings of medieval
music and opens the field for fresh interpretations.
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Editorial Review

Review
"It is extremely rare to find first-rate traditional mastery and a first-rate speculative imagination combined in
a single scholar. Professor Busse Berger is that rarity. Medieval Music has a narrative that flows with
compelling assurance and conviction. This book will rock medieval musicology to its foundations and permit
the erection of a much firmer, more interesting, and more realistic structure to take the place of the old."

From the Inside Flap

"It is extremely rare to find first-rate traditional mastery and a first-rate speculative imagination combined in
a single scholar. Professor Busse Berger is that rarity. Medieval Music has a narrative that flows with
compelling assurance and conviction. This book will rock medieval musicology to its foundations, and
permit the erection of a much firmer, more interesting, and more realistic structure to take the place of the
old. "—Richard Taruskin, author of Oxford History of Western Music

"This complex and stimulating book is notably rich in its interdisciplinarity. Rather than remaining
trammeled by a false dichotomy between the oral and the written, Berger takes the lead with Mary
Carruthers and others to probe provocative questions of memory, memorization, and mnemonics. The best,
and most appropriate, single word to describe Medieval Music and the Art of Memory is
'unforgettable.'"—Jan Ziolkowski, coeditor, with Mary Carruthers, of The Medieval Craft of Memory and
editor of Dag Norberg's An Introduction to the Study of Medieval Latin Versification

From the Back Cover
"It is extremely rare to find first-rate traditional mastery and a first-rate speculative imagination combined in
a single scholar. Professor Busse Berger is that rarity. "Medieval Music has a narrative that flows with
compelling assurance and conviction. This book will rock medieval musicology to its foundations, and
permit the erection of a much firmer, more interesting, and more realistic structure to take the place of the
old. "--Richard Taruskin, author of "Oxford History of Western Music"This complex and stimulating book is
notably rich in its interdisciplinarity. Rather than remaining trammeled by a false dichotomy between the
oral and the written, Berger takes the lead with Mary Carruthers and others to probe provocative questions of
memory, memorization, and mnemonics. The best, and most appropriate, single word to describe "Medieval
Music and the Art of Memory is 'unforgettable.'"--Jan Ziolkowski, coeditor, with Mary Carruthers, of "The
Medieval Craft of Memory and editor of Dag Norberg's "An Introduction to the Study of Medieval Latin
Versification

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Medieval Music and the Art of Memory. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book
Medieval Music and the Art of Memory. You can add information and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country right
up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to



know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

William Coker:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Medieval Music and the Art of Memory is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Ernest Pettaway:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Medieval Music and the
Art of Memory is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Joshua Yoshida:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have
to know that reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually
Medieval Music and the Art of Memory.
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