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When the pioneering Taiwanese novelist Qiu Miaojin committed suicide in 1995
at age twenty-six, she left behind her unpublished masterpiece, Last Words from
Montmartre. Unfolding through a series of letters written by an unnamed
narrator, Last Words tells the story of a passionate relationship between two
young women—their sexual awakening, their gradual breakup, and the
devastating aftermath of their broken love. In a style that veers between
extremes, from self-deprecation to pathos, compulsive repetition to rhapsodic
musings, reticence to vulnerability, Qiu’'s genre-bending novel is at once a
psychological thriller, a sublime romance, and the author’ s own suicide note.

The letters (which, Qiu tells us, can be read in any order) |eap between Paris,
Taipei, and Tokyo. They display wrenching insights into what it meansto live
between cultures, languages, and genders—until the genderless character Zoé
appears, and the narrator’ s spiritual and physical identity istransformed. As
powerfully raw and transcendent as Mishima's Confessions of a Mask, Goethe's
The Sorrows of Young Werther, and Theresa Cha' s Dictée, to name but afew,
Last Words from Montmartre proves Qiu Miagjin to be one of the finest
experimentalists and modernist Chinese-language writers of our generation.
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When the pioneering Taiwanese novelist Qiu Miaojin committed suicide in 1995 at age twenty-six, she left
behind her unpublished masterpiece, Last Words from Montmartre. Unfolding through a series of letters
written by an unnamed narrator, Last Words tells the story of a passionate relationship between two young
women—their sexual awakening, their gradual breakup, and the devastating aftermath of their broken love.
In astylethat veers between extremes, from self-deprecation to pathos, compulsive repetition to rhapsodic
musings, reticence to vulnerability, Qiu’s genre-bending novel is at once a psychological thriller, a sublime
romance, and the author’ s own suicide note.

The letters (which, Qiu tells us, can be read in any order) leap between Paris, Taipei, and Tokyo. They
display wrenching insights into what it means to live between cultures, languages, and genders—until the
genderless character Zoé appears, and the narrator’ s spiritual and physical identity istransformed. As
powerfully raw and transcendent as Mishima s Confessions of a Mask, Goethe’ s The Sorrows of Young
Werther, and Theresa Cha' s Dictée, to name but a few, Last Words from Montmartre proves Qiu Miaojin to
be one of the finest experimentalists and modernist Chinese-language writers of our generation.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Qiu’ s voice, both colloquial and metaphysical, enchants.... It would be wrong to interpret the book’ s—or,
for that matter, the author’ s—ultimate surrender to death as a rejection of the richness of life; rather, like
Goethe' s young Werther, this 'last testament’ (an alternative translation of thetitle) affirms the power of
literature." —Publishers Weekly

“Last Words from Montmartre is urgent, ecstatic, unbridled, and breathtakingly intimate. Qiu Miagjinisa
writer who truly defies categorization, and this book, her last—part confession, part love letter, part fiction,
part memoir, part suicide notes—is a thrilling testament to her original mind and impassioned heart.”
—Sarah Shun-lien Bynum

“Last Words from Montmartre is deeply, soulfully moving in its excruciating revelation of the author’s
innermost self, which is after all what makes the magic of literature. | felt a secret intimacy with Qiu Miagjin
from the first page.” —Wang Dan

“Qiu Miagjin...had an exceptional talent. Her voiceis assertive, intellectua, witty, lyrical, and intimate.
Several years after her death, her works continue to command a huge following.” —Tze-lan Deborah Sang

“A flawless trandation.”—Josh Stenberg, World Literature Today

“What makes Kerouac or Salinger timeless is not necessarily literary, but perhaps didactic: the fact that there
iswisdom to be found at the fountain of youth, no matter what time one arrives. Of course, thereisaso a
saintliness reserved for those authors who are able to make an interesting life story for themselves, and that
order includes Qiu Miagjin.” —Bonnie Huie, PEN Americablog

“Qiu’'sunique literary style mingl[es] cerebral, experimental language use, psychological realism, biting
social critique through allegory, and a surrealist effect deriving from the use of arrestingly unusual
metaphors.” —Fran Martin

"In Last Words from Montmartre, selves and emotions hurtle through time and space with terrifying force —
both destructive and productive — and ecstasy and pain exist in very close proximity.” —FullStop

“Last Words from Montmartre [is] intense, brutal and beautiful. A love letter and a suicide note." —The
Rumblr

“Few writers use the confession and aphorism as purely and effectively as Qiu, whose poetry offers adistinct
type of clarity; Last Words from Montmartre achieves a profoundly intimate portrait of an individual whose
life unravels before us.” —Jenn Mar, Rain Taxi

"Ari LarissaHeinrich’strandation is so skillful because he is able to understand Qiu as an artist, including
al her tiny nuances, and her importance as an artistic figure... Thisis anovel of passion: the passion to love,
to understand, to know, to express, to connect, to live and to die with reason...As readers, when awriter lays
bare for us with such brutal honesty, truth will always be what we see... Thisisn’t abook of love lettersor a
book of suicide notes; its atestament to the power of artistic courage in the face of pain, misery and



isolation." —Monica Carter, Three Percent

About the Author

Qiu Miagjin (1969-1995)—one of Taiwan's most innovative literary modernists, and the country’ s most
renowned |esbian writer—was born in Chuanghua County in western Taiwan. She graduated with a degree
in psychology from National Taiwan University and pursued graduate studiesin clinical psychology at the
University of Paris VIl . Her first published story, “Prisoner,” received the Central Daily News Short Story
Prize, and her novella Lonely Crowds won the United Literature Association Award. While in Paris, she
directed a thirty-minute film called Ghost Carnival, and not long after this, at the age of twenty-six, she
committed suicide. The posthumous publications of her novels Last Words from Montmartre and Notes of a
Crocodile (forthcoming from NY RB Classics) made her into one of the most revered countercultural iconsin
Chinese letters. After her death in 1995, she was given the China Times Honorary Prize for Literature. In
2007, atwo-volume edition of her Diaries was published.

Ari Larissa Heinrich received amaster’ s in Chinese literature from Harvard and a PhD in Chinese studies
from the University of Californiaat Berkeley. Heinrich and Qiu—who would have been the same age if Qiu
were still alive—crossed paths without knowing each other in Taipel and in Paris. He is the author of The
Afterlife of Images: Trandating the Pathological Body Between China and the West and the coeditor of
Queer Snophone Cultures. He teaches at the University of Californiaat San Diego.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lawrence Elam:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Last Words
from Montmartre (New Y ork Review Books Classics) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.

Darla Kemp:

You can find this Last Words from Montmartre (New Y ork Review Books Classics) by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
reserve. It ismost important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let'stry to
choose proper ways for you.

Michael Clark:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know



that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Last Words from
Montmartre (New Y ork Review Books Classics).

Ryan Walker:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Last Words from Montmartre (New

Y ork Review Books Classics) to make your own reading is interesting. Y our own skill of reading skill is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to seeit and
mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to
open abook and study it. Beside that the e-book Last Words from Montmartre (New Y ork Review Books
Classics) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that
time.
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