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How to Look Good in A War examines the methods used to depict, defend and
justify the use of state violence. Many books have shown how 'truth is the first
casualty of war' but this is the first to analyse exactly how pro-war narratives are
constructed and normalised.

Brian Rappert details the 'upside-down' world of war in which revelation
conceals, knowledge fosters uncertainty, and transparency obscures. He looks at
government spin during recent wars in Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya where
officials manoeuvre between circulating and withholding information.

Examining how organised violence is justified, How to Look Good in A War
draws on experiences from recent controversy to consider how ignorance about
the operation of war is produced and how concerned individuals and groups can
intervene to make a difference.
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Brian Rappert details the 'upside-down' world of war in which revelation conceals, knowledge fosters
uncertainty, and transparency obscures. He looks at government spin during recent wars in Iraq, Afghanistan
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Editorial Review

Review

"How to Look Good in A War is a sophisticated exploration of how understandings of war and weapons are
produced by the movements between disclosure and concealment in official discourse. An important and
very readable addition to the literature on contemporary Western war-making." – Martin Shaw, Research
Professor, Institut Barcelona d'Estudis Internacionals and University of Sussex, and Professorial Fellow in
International Relations and Human Rights, University of Roehampton, London. Author of The New Western
Way of War

About the Author

Brian Rappert is Professor of Science, Technology and Public Affairs in the Department of Sociology and
Philosophy at the University of Exeter.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorinda Kling:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this How to Look Good in a War:
Justifying and Challenging State Violence book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Harry Branham:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The How to Look Good in a War: Justifying and
Challenging State Violence is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Gilbert Westmoreland:

The book with title How to Look Good in a War: Justifying and Challenging State Violence includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new



understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Gloria Castaldo:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this How to Look Good in a War: Justifying and Challenging State
Violence can make you sense more interested to read.
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