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The Third Reich's Waffen-SS defended Nazi Germany's Eastern & Western
Fronts, and the Allgemeine-SS ran Holocaust concentration camps such as
Auschwitz, Dachau, and Buchenwald.

The SS has become the most infamous military formation in history. From its
diminutive origins in the 1920s as Hitler's personal bodyguard, by the late war
years it grew to a sprawling organization of hundreds of thousands of men, with a
field army (the Waffen-SS-Armed-SS) numbering nearly 40 divisions and huge
corporate, racial, and political power in the Allgemeine-SS (General-SS). The
activities of the SS ranged from the heroic to the horrific; from fighting
extraordinary defensive battles on the Eastern and Western Fronts, to running the
concentration and extermination camp systems, and providing personnel for the
Einsatzgruppen murder squads in Eastern Europe.
Hitler's Elite: The SS 1939-45 tells the complete story of the SS at individual,
unit, and organizational levels. Following an explanation of the SS' complex
political and social origins, and its growth within the Nazi empire, it goes on to
look at both its war record and its wider role in Heinrich Himmler's
implementation of Hitler's vision for the Third Reich. As well as providing a
combat history of the Waffen-SS from 1939 to 1945, it also explores themes such
as ideology, recruitment, foreign SS personnel, training, and equipment. The
textual history is brought to life with more than 200 contemporary photographs
and colour artworks from Osprey's series titles. As a companion volume to
Hitler's Armies and Hitler's Eagles, this book gives a detailed and highly visual
insight into one of Hitler's most powerful instruments of policy.
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The Third Reich's Waffen-SS defended Nazi Germany's Eastern & Western Fronts, and the Allgemeine-SS
ran Holocaust concentration camps such as Auschwitz, Dachau, and Buchenwald.

The SS has become the most infamous military formation in history. From its diminutive origins in the 1920s
as Hitler's personal bodyguard, by the late war years it grew to a sprawling organization of hundreds of
thousands of men, with a field army (the Waffen-SS-Armed-SS) numbering nearly 40 divisions and huge
corporate, racial, and political power in the Allgemeine-SS (General-SS). The activities of the SS ranged
from the heroic to the horrific; from fighting extraordinary defensive battles on the Eastern and Western
Fronts, to running the concentration and extermination camp systems, and providing personnel for the
Einsatzgruppen murder squads in Eastern Europe.
Hitler's Elite: The SS 1939-45 tells the complete story of the SS at individual, unit, and organizational levels.
Following an explanation of the SS' complex political and social origins, and its growth within the Nazi
empire, it goes on to look at both its war record and its wider role in Heinrich Himmler's implementation of
Hitler's vision for the Third Reich. As well as providing a combat history of the Waffen-SS from 1939 to
1945, it also explores themes such as ideology, recruitment, foreign SS personnel, training, and equipment.
The textual history is brought to life with more than 200 contemporary photographs and colour artworks
from Osprey's series titles. As a companion volume to Hitler's Armies and Hitler's Eagles, this book gives a
detailed and highly visual insight into one of Hitler's most powerful instruments of policy.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Chris McNab is an author and editor specializing in military history and military technology. To date he has
published more than 40 books, including A History of the World in 100 Weapons (2011), Deadly Force
(2009) and Tools of Violence (2008). He is the contributing editor of Hitler's Armies: A History of the
German War Machine 1939-45 (2011) and Armies of the Napoleonic Wars (2009). Chris has also written
extensively for major encyclopedia series, magazines, and newspapers, and he lives in South Wales, UK.
The author lives in South Wales, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Valerie Hemming:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you reading a
book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the character types do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Hitler’s Elite: The SS 1939-
45 (General Military), it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Alejandro Jones:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Hitler’s Elite: The SS 1939-45 (General Military),
you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Floyd Hatfield:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Hitler’s Elite:
The SS 1939-45 (General Military) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you
who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Hitler’s Elite: The SS 1939-45 (General



Military) become your own personal starter.

Maria Ives:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book Hitler’s Elite: The SS 1939-45 (General Military) we can get more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Hitler’s Elite: The SS 1939-45
(General Military). You can more appealing than now.
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