
Boundary Objects and Beyond: Working with
Leigh Star (Infrastructures)

From The MIT Press

Boundary Objects and Beyond: Working with Leigh Star (Infrastructures)
From The MIT Press

Susan Leigh Star (1954--2010) was one of the most influential science studies
scholars of the last several decades. In her work, Star highlighted the messy
practices of discovering science, asking hard questions about the marginalizing
as well as the liberating powers of science and technology. In the landmark work 
Sorting Things Out, Star and Geoffrey Bowker revealed the social and ethical
histories that are deeply embedded in classification systems. Star's most
celebrated concept was the notion of boundary objects: representational forms --
things or theories -- that can be shared between different communities, with each
holding its own understanding of the representation.

Unfortunately, Leigh was unable to complete a work on the poetics of
infrastructure that further developed the full range of her work. This volume
collects articles by Star that set out some of her thinking on boundary objects,
marginality, and infrastructure, together with essays by friends and colleagues
from a range of disciplines -- from philosophy of science to organization science
-- that testify to the wide-ranging influence of Star's work.

ContributorsEllen Balka, Eevi E. Beck, Dick Boland, Geoffrey C. Bowker,
Janet Ceja Alcalá, Adele E. Clarke, Les Gasser, James R. Griesemer, Gail
Hornstein, John Leslie King, Cheris Kramarae, Maria Puig de la Bellacasa,
Karen Ruhleder, Kjeld Schmidt, Brian Cantwell Smith, Susan Leigh Star,
Anselm L. Strauss, Jane Summerton, Stefan Timmermans, Helen Verran, Nina
Wakeford, Jutta Weber
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Susan Leigh Star (1954--2010) was one of the most influential science studies scholars of the last several
decades. In her work, Star highlighted the messy practices of discovering science, asking hard questions
about the marginalizing as well as the liberating powers of science and technology. In the landmark work 
Sorting Things Out, Star and Geoffrey Bowker revealed the social and ethical histories that are deeply
embedded in classification systems. Star's most celebrated concept was the notion of boundary objects:
representational forms -- things or theories -- that can be shared between different communities, with each
holding its own understanding of the representation.

Unfortunately, Leigh was unable to complete a work on the poetics of infrastructure that further developed
the full range of her work. This volume collects articles by Star that set out some of her thinking on boundary
objects, marginality, and infrastructure, together with essays by friends and colleagues from a range of
disciplines -- from philosophy of science to organization science -- that testify to the wide-ranging influence
of Star's work.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Geoffrey C. Bowker is Professor and Director of the Evoke Lab at the University of California, Irvine. He is
the coauthor (with Susan Leigh Star) of Sorting Things Out: Classification and Its Consequences and the
author of Memory Practices in the Sciences, both published by the MIT Press. Stefan Timmermans is
Professor of Sociology at the University of California, Los Angeles. Adele E. Clarke is Professor Emerita of
Sociology at the University of California, Los Angeles. Ellen Balka is Professor in the School of
Communication at Simon Fraser University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paula Jackson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Boundary Objects
and Beyond: Working with Leigh Star (Infrastructures)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Albert Parks:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Boundary Objects and Beyond:
Working with Leigh Star (Infrastructures). All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can
look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Clara Gay:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have
underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost
then having chance to stand than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we
give you this specific Boundary Objects and Beyond: Working with Leigh Star (Infrastructures) book as
beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.



Thomas Busch:

The guide untitled Boundary Objects and Beyond: Working with Leigh Star (Infrastructures) is the book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The
language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Boundary Objects and Beyond: Working with Leigh Star
(Infrastructures) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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