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In June 1792, amidst the chaos of the French Revolution, two intrepid
astronomers set out in opposite directions on an extraordinary journey. Starting in
Paris, Jean-Baptiste-Joseph Delambre would make his way north to Dunkirk,
while Pierre-François-André Méchain voyaged south to Barcelona. Their mission
was to measure the world, and their findings would help define the meter as one
ten-millionth of the distance between the pole and the equator—a standard that
would be used “for all people, for all time.”

The Measure of All Things is the astonishing tale of one of history’s greatest
scientific adventures. Yet behind the public triumph of the metric system lies a
secret error, one that is perpetuated in every subsequent definition of the meter.
As acclaimed historian and novelist Ken Alder discovered through his research,
there were only two people on the planet who knew the full extent of this error:
Delambre and Méchain themselves.

By turns a science history, detective tale, and human drama, The Measure of All
Things describes a quest that succeeded as it failed—and continues to enlighten
and inspire to this day.
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In June 1792, amidst the chaos of the French Revolution, two intrepid astronomers set out in opposite
directions on an extraordinary journey. Starting in Paris, Jean-Baptiste-Joseph Delambre would make his
way north to Dunkirk, while Pierre-François-André Méchain voyaged south to Barcelona. Their mission was
to measure the world, and their findings would help define the meter as one ten-millionth of the distance
between the pole and the equator—a standard that would be used “for all people, for all time.”

The Measure of All Things is the astonishing tale of one of history’s greatest scientific adventures. Yet
behind the public triumph of the metric system lies a secret error, one that is perpetuated in every subsequent
definition of the meter. As acclaimed historian and novelist Ken Alder discovered through his research, there
were only two people on the planet who knew the full extent of this error: Delambre and Méchain
themselves.

By turns a science history, detective tale, and human drama, The Measure of All Things describes a quest that
succeeded as it failed—and continues to enlighten and inspire to this day.
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Editorial Review

Review
The Boston Globe These are enthralling, fascinating, even mind-altering pages. Alder imbues the narrative
with a tremulous, fever-soaked climax and a lengthy and satisfying denouement.

The Philadelphia Inquirer One of those rare works that both rewrite history and capture the imagination.

The New York Times Book Review Passes a central test of any popular work of history: it bathes the past in
the light, life, and humanity of the eternal present.

About the Author
Ken Alder is a professor of history and Milton H. Wilson Professor of the Humanities at Northwestern
University. He is the author of The Measure of All Things, published to worldwide acclaim in fourteen
languages. He lives in Evanston, Illinois.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

The book The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That Transformed the
World can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very
important thing like a book The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That
Transformed the World? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Measure of
All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That Transformed the World has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Lisa Bates:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey
and Hidden Error That Transformed the World. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can
get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.



David Ramos:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the book
The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That Transformed the World we can
acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time
book The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That Transformed the World.
You can more attractive than now.

Frankie Lampkins:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the The Measure of All Things: The Seven-Year Odyssey and Hidden Error That
Transformed the World when you necessary it?
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