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The ALA Notable author of "Red Scarf Girl" presentstraditional tales about the
Monkey King, the irrepressible trickster hero of Chinese legend. Embellished
with Hui Hui Su-Kennedy's charming black-and-white illustrations, these
hilarious stories bring the Monkey King and hisfriendsto life.
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The ALA Notable author of "Red Scarf Girl" presents traditional tales about the Monkey King, the
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Grade 2-6-One of the best-loved figures in Chinese popular culture is the trickster Monkey King. Early
traditional stories about him coalesced into Wu Cheng-en's 16th-century epic novel Journey to the West,
which uses 100 chapters to chronicle the insouciant, courageous hero's adventures. In this engaging version
of his story, Jiang begins with Monkey's birth on the Mountain of Flowers and Fruits. After proving himself
to the monkey tribe, who choose him as their king, Monkey triesto |earn the secret of immortality, travels
under the seato steal a powerful weapon from the Dragon King, and wreaks havoc at the heavenly court of
the Jade Emperor. Only Buddha can stop his mischief, and does so in a scene that works as exciting action
and profound metaphor. Lively, colloquia language distinguishes this telling, and Su-Kennedy's black-and-
white woodcuts enhance the action. Jiang's format serves the old tale better than the two picture-book
retellings currently available, Ed Y oung's Monkey King (HarperCallins, 2001) and Robert Kraus and Debby
Chen's The Making of Monkey King (Pan Asian, 1998). David Kherdian's Monkey: A Journey to the West
(Shambhala, 1992) abridges the entire story for adults and is accessible to middle and high school students.
Jiang's is the best version for elementary school students, and libraries will want it as a good story for
younger fantasy lovers, whether or not it is used as an introduction to authentic Chinese literature.
Margaret A. Chang, Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts, North Adams

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Gr. 3-5. Monkey, born of both heaven and earth, isalively trickster. Like all tricksters, heis quick-witted
and full of himself, seeking knowledge and hel ping his people but also wreaking more than his share of
havoc. In this cycle of related stories, readers learn of Monkey's miraculous birth, his bold successin finding
anew home for his people, and his clever manipulations of his enemies and his betters--including Jade
Emperor and other celestial bodies whom Monkey has tried to trick. It takes Buddha himself to rein Monkey
in and lock him up until he learns from his mistakes. Jiang, the author of Red Scarf Girl (1997),provides a
lively telling, and the stories move briskly. Accompanying black-and-white pictures have the look of
woodcuts but with a cartoonish appearance that displays less polish than the stories. This may have use for
children studying China. See the "Read-alikes: Beginning Buddhism" in the January 2002 issue for other
recent titles of interest. Denise Wilms

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

Ji-li Jiang is the author of Red Scarf Girl (an ALA Notable Book), her own account of growing up in China
under the Cultural Revolution. Born in Shanghai in 1954, she was a science teacher before coming to the
United Satesin 1984. In 1992 she started a company, East West Exchange, to promote cultural exchange
between Western countries and China. She lives near San Francisco, California

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Paul Skeens:

The book The Magical Monkey King: Mischief in Heaven can give more knowledge and information about


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like abook The Magica Monkey King:
Mischief in Heaven? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can
give many factsfor us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The
Magical Monkey King: Mischief in Heaven has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open up and read aguide. So it isvery
wonderful.

Ralph Capra:

The Magical Monkey King: Mischief in Heaven can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author
giving hig/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Magical Monkey King:
Mischief in Heaven but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage
of crucial imagining.

Joshua M atthews:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Magical Monkey King: Mischief
in Heaven is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Nicole M ontes:

Y ou can get this The Magical Monkey King: Mischief in Heaven by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are till change. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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