
The Indian Ideology

By Perry Anderson

The Indian Ideology By Perry Anderson

Today, the Indian state claims to embody the values of a stable political
democracy, a harmonious territorial unity, and a steadfast religious impartiality.
Even many of those critical of the inequalities of Indian society underwrite such
claims.

The Indian Ideology suggests that the roots of the current ills of the Republic go
much deeper, historically. They lie, in the way the struggle for independence
culminated in the transfer of power from British rule to Congress in a divided
subcontinent, not least in the roles played by Gandhi as the great architect of the
movement, and Nehru as his appointed successor, in the catastrophe of Partition.
Only an honest reckoning with that disaster, Perry Anderson argues, offers an
understanding of what has gone wrong with the Republic since Independence.

The “Idea of India,” widely diffused not only in the official establishment, but
more broadly in mainstream intellectual life, side-steps or suppresses many of
these uncomfortable realities, past and present. For its own reasons, much of the
left has yet to challenge the upshot: what has come to be the neo-Nehruvian
consensus of the time. The Indian Ideology, revisiting the events of over a
century in the light of how millions of Indians fare in the Republic today,
suggests another way of looking at the country.
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Today, the Indian state claims to embody the values of a stable political democracy, a harmonious territorial
unity, and a steadfast religious impartiality. Even many of those critical of the inequalities of Indian society
underwrite such claims.

The Indian Ideology suggests that the roots of the current ills of the Republic go much deeper, historically.
They lie, in the way the struggle for independence culminated in the transfer of power from British rule to
Congress in a divided subcontinent, not least in the roles played by Gandhi as the great architect of the
movement, and Nehru as his appointed successor, in the catastrophe of Partition. Only an honest reckoning
with that disaster, Perry Anderson argues, offers an understanding of what has gone wrong with the Republic
since Independence.

The “Idea of India,” widely diffused not only in the official establishment, but more broadly in mainstream
intellectual life, side-steps or suppresses many of these uncomfortable realities, past and present. For its own
reasons, much of the left has yet to challenge the upshot: what has come to be the neo-Nehruvian consensus
of the time. The Indian Ideology, revisiting the events of over a century in the light of how millions of
Indians fare in the Republic today, suggests another way of looking at the country.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Perry Anderson brings together a set of arguments that will be received with disquiet by the scholars and
ideologues who have constructed a celebratory, self-righteous consensus about the Indian Republic. Instead
of writing off the unspeakable violence and egregious injustice in our society as aberrations in an otherwise
successful model, Anderson points to serious structural flaws and the deep seated social prejudices of those
who have administered the Indian State in the decades since Independence. It is important to read this book
seriously, with equanimity and an open mind, instead of flinching and turning away from it.” —Arundhati
Roy

About the Author
Perry Anderson is the author of, among other books, Spectrum, Lineages of the Absolutist State, Passages
from Antiquity to Feudalism, Considerations on Western Marxism, English Questions, The Origins of
Postmodernity, and The New Old World. He teaches history at UCLA and is on the editorial board of New
Left Review.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Duckett:

The book The Indian Ideology give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Indian Ideology for
being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a book The Indian
Ideology. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how
do you think about this guide?

Julio Rico:

The experience that you get from The Indian Ideology may be the more deep you rooting the information
that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but The Indian Ideology giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of
this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific The Indian Ideology instantly.

Tania Hansen:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like



comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Indian Ideology that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all
of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good
habit, it is possible to pick The Indian Ideology become your own personal starter.

Irene Robertson:

This The Indian Ideology is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details
accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Indian Ideology in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that
offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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