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As we struggle to feed a global population speeding toward 9 billion, we have
entered a new phase of the food crisis. Wealthy countries that import much of
their food, along with private investors, are racing to buy or lease huge swaths of
farmland abroad. The Global Farms Race is the first book to examine this
burgeoning trend in all its complexity, considering the implications for investors,
host countries, and the world as a whole.
 
The debate over large-scale land acquisition is typically polarized, with critics
lambasting it as a form of “neocolonialism,” and proponents lauding it as an
elixir for the poor yields, inefficient technology, and unemployment plaguing
global agriculture. The Global Farms Race instead offers diverse perspectives,
featuring contributions from agricultural investment consultants, farmers’
organizations, international NGOs, and academics. The book addresses historical
context, environmental impacts, and social effects, and covers all the major
geographic areas of investment. 
 
Nearly 230 million hectares of farmland—an area equivalent to the size of
Western Europe—have been sold or leased since 2001, with most of these
transactions occurring since 2008. As the deals continue to increase, it is
imperative for anyone concerned with food security to understand them and their
consequences. The Global Farms Race is a critical resource to develop that
understanding.
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As we struggle to feed a global population speeding toward 9 billion, we have entered a new phase of the
food crisis. Wealthy countries that import much of their food, along with private investors, are racing to buy
or lease huge swaths of farmland abroad. The Global Farms Race is the first book to examine this
burgeoning trend in all its complexity, considering the implications for investors, host countries, and the
world as a whole.
 
The debate over large-scale land acquisition is typically polarized, with critics lambasting it as a form of
“neocolonialism,” and proponents lauding it as an elixir for the poor yields, inefficient technology, and
unemployment plaguing global agriculture. The Global Farms Race instead offers diverse perspectives,
featuring contributions from agricultural investment consultants, farmers’ organizations, international NGOs,
and academics. The book addresses historical context, environmental impacts, and social effects, and covers
all the major geographic areas of investment. 
 
Nearly 230 million hectares of farmland—an area equivalent to the size of Western Europe—have been sold
or leased since 2001, with most of these transactions occurring since 2008. As the deals continue to increase,
it is imperative for anyone concerned with food security to understand them and their consequences. The
Global Farms Race is a critical resource to develop that understanding.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Secure access to land is key to the food security of millions of small family farms and their efforts to
increase their productivity. In recent years, that access has been threatened by large-scale acquisitions of
developing country farmland often by foreign investors that have rightly raised international concern.
However, hard information is still limited. The Global Farms Race provides an international survey of this
phenomenon and a valuable exploration of the controversies surrounding it."
(Jose Graziano da Silva Director General, United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization)

"The Global Farms Race is an exceptional book, easily the best on land grabs of any that I have seen."
(Lester Brown President, Earth Policy Institute)

"The Global Farms Race marks an important turning point in the current discussions of global agricultural
land investments and acquisitions. The volume presents a range of balanced perspectives on the issue, and
the authors take a thoughtful approach to the historical context in which these deals are taking place, the
measurable social and environmental impacts of land acquisitions, and the roles of investors and
governments in improving the future outcomes of global agricultural land investments."
(Rosamond Naylor Professor and William Wrigley Senior Fellow, Freeman-Spogli Institute)

"A timely, carefully researched survey of one of the most important new developments in the global food
economy. Essential reading for anyone interested in the increasingly complex future of food security."
(Paul Roberts author of The End of Food)

"Editors Kugelman and Levenstein have compiled a collection that describes how governments and private
firms in more developed countries are acquiring farmland in less developed countries, especially in Africa, to
garner natural resources and provide a secure food source for their populations. The book contains 12
chapters, each written by a different author and offering a unique viewpoint and perspectives on the issue."
(CHOICE)

"set(s) out a helpful agenda and adopts an open-minded and empirically oriented approach."
(Springer Science + Business Media)

"...set[s] out a helpful agenda and adopts an open-minded and empirically oriented approach."
(Food Security)

"The Global Farms Race is a collection of essays by leading food security specialists, civil servants, and
political scientists that provides analysis of the looming food crisis and illuminates possible ways forward."



(Christian Science Monitor)

About the Author

Michael Kugelman is Senior Program Associate for South and Southeast Asia at the Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars. Susan L. Levenstein is Program Specialist with the U.S. Department of
State's Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Global Farms Race: Land
Grabs, Agricultural Investment, and the Scramble for Food Security. All type of book is it possible to see on
many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Frank Hudson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Global Farms Race:
Land Grabs, Agricultural Investment, and the Scramble for Food Security book as starter and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Charles Edwards:

Why? Because this The Global Farms Race: Land Grabs, Agricultural Investment, and the Scramble for
Food Security is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.



Linda Bryant:

This The Global Farms Race: Land Grabs, Agricultural Investment, and the Scramble for Food Security is
great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using
great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly
you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Global Farms Race: Land Grabs,
Agricultural Investment, and the Scramble for Food Security in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt which?
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