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The question of how ordinary people related to totalitarian regimes is still far
from being answered. The tension between repression and consensus makes
analysis difficult; where one ends and the other beginsis never easy to determine.
In the case of fascist Italy, recent scholarship has tended to tilt the balance in
favour of popular consensus for the regime, identifying in the novel ideological
and cultural aspects of Mussolini'srule a'political religion' which bound the
population to the fascist |eader.

The Party and the People presents a different picture. While not underestimating
the force of ideological factors, Paul Corner argues that 'real existing Fascism', as
lived by alarge part of the population, was in fact an increasingly negative
experience and reflected few of those colourful and attractive features of fascist
propaganda which have induced more favourable interpretations of the regime.
Distinguishing clearly between the fascist project and its realisation, Corner
examines the ways in which the fascist party asserted itself at the local leve in
the widely-differing areas of Italy, at its corruption and malfunctioning, and at
the mounting wave of popular resentment against it during the course of the
1930s - resentment and hostility which, in effect, signalled the failure of the
project. The Party and the People, based largely on unpublished archival
material, concludes by suggesting that the abuse of power by fascists mirrors
much wider problemsin Italy related to the relationship between the public and
the private and to the modes of utilisation of power, both in the past and in the
present.
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The question of how ordinary people related to totalitarian regimesis till far from being answered. The
tension between repression and consensus makes analysis difficult; where one ends and the other beginsis
never easy to determine. In the case of fascist Italy, recent scholarship has tended to tilt the balance in favour
of popular consensus for the regime, identifying in the novel ideological and cultural aspects of Mussolini's
rule a'palitical religion' which bound the population to the fascist leader.

The Party and the People presents a different picture. While not underestimating the force of ideological
factors, Paul Corner arguesthat 'real existing Fascism', as lived by alarge part of the population, wasin fact
an increasingly negative experience and reflected few of those colourful and attractive features of fascist
propaganda which have induced more favourable interpretations of the regime. Distinguishing clearly
between the fascist project and its realisation, Corner examines the ways in which the fascist party asserted
itself at the local level in the widely-differing areas of Italy, at its corruption and malfunctioning, and at the
mounting wave of popular resentment against it during the course of the 1930s - resentment and hostility
which, in effect, signalled the failure of the project. The Party and the People, based largely on unpublished
archival material, concludes by suggesting that the abuse of power by fascists mirrors much wider problems
in Italy related to the relationship between the public and the private and to the modes of utilisation of power,
both in the past and in the present.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Therichness of its documentary sources, the breadth of its territorial coverage, and the rigor of its analysis
make this book an inval uable addition to the historical scholarship on Italian fascism as it existed and was
experienced at the provincial level."--Anthony L. Cardoza, American Historical Review

"If astudy deserves exuberant praise from Richard Evans, it is...Paul Corner'sinvestigation of fascismin the
provinces."--Martin Baumeister, German Historical Institute Y ear Book 2014

"[A] stimulating, powerfully argued and important new study of the relationship between the fascist party
and popular opinion in inter-war Italy..."--Christopher Duggan, European History Quarterly

About the Author

Educated at the universities of Cambridge and Oxford, Paul Corner has taught in Borneo, England, and
Italy. He was research fellow at St. Antony's College, Oxford, then Director of the Centre for the Advanced
Study of Italian Society at the University of Reading, and - since 1987 - has been Professor of European
History at the University of Sienain Italy where he is also Director of the Centre for the Study of Totalitarian
Regimes. Author of many publications relating to Italian Fascism and to totalitarianism in general, he has
lectured widely on the subject in both Europe and America.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jamie Brewer:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erawhich is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It isagood choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Fascist Party and
Popular Opinion in Mussolini's Italy is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Carol Castaneda:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book



so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you alot of new data. When
you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especialy fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Fascist Party and
Popular Opinion in Mussolini's Italy, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-
book. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Jane Nelsen:

The book untitled The Fascist Party and Popular Opinion in Mussolini's Italy contain alot of information on
the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward al the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Cheryl Taylor:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. Y ou
can see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
to you is The Fascist Party and Popular Opinion in Mussolini's Italy this e-book consist alot of the
information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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