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'Once, in winter, after I had scrambled up the hill beside the cathedral, a snake
and I were both enjoying basking in the warmth of the sun's mid-morning rays,
when we spotted each other. It was a powerful moment. We fell into complete
stillness, each looking at the other's eyes and watching to see whether the other
meant any harm. At the end of our mutual appraisal, I knew the snake was not a
danger to me and continued to lay on the rock without fear. Although other
smaller snakes, to Mum's mortification, sometimes slipped in and out of the
retaining walls beside our house, this cathedral snake became my first real
encounter.'Snake Cradle is the first volume of Roberta Sykes's three volume
autobiography, Snake Dreaming. Snake Cradle chronicles the early years of one
of Australia's best known activists for Aboriginal rights, from the time of her
birth in Townsville in the 1940s through to the birth of her son when she was 17,
and the trial of the men who raped her.Roberta's voice is strong and true as she
describes far north Queensland of the time, her battles with a series of childhood
illnesses, and her growing awareness that hers was not an ordinary Australian
childhood. Born to a white mother and a father whose identity she did not know,
her passion and commitment to the struggles of the Aboriginal people was
shaped by the racism her dark skin invoked. A powerful and moving
autobiography about a history that must never be forgotten.
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'Once, in winter, after I had scrambled up the hill beside the cathedral, a snake and I were both enjoying
basking in the warmth of the sun's mid-morning rays, when we spotted each other. It was a powerful
moment. We fell into complete stillness, each looking at the other's eyes and watching to see whether the
other meant any harm. At the end of our mutual appraisal, I knew the snake was not a danger to me and
continued to lay on the rock without fear. Although other smaller snakes, to Mum's mortification, sometimes
slipped in and out of the retaining walls beside our house, this cathedral snake became my first real
encounter.'Snake Cradle is the first volume of Roberta Sykes's three volume autobiography, Snake
Dreaming. Snake Cradle chronicles the early years of one of Australia's best known activists for Aboriginal
rights, from the time of her birth in Townsville in the 1940s through to the birth of her son when she was 17,
and the trial of the men who raped her.Roberta's voice is strong and true as she describes far north
Queensland of the time, her battles with a series of childhood illnesses, and her growing awareness that hers
was not an ordinary Australian childhood. Born to a white mother and a father whose identity she did not
know, her passion and commitment to the struggles of the Aboriginal people was shaped by the racism her
dark skin invoked. A powerful and moving autobiography about a history that must never be forgotten.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Dr Roberta Sykes was born in the 1940s in Townsville and is one of Australia's best known activists for
Aboriginal rights. She received both her Master and Doctorate of Education at Harvard University, has been
a consultant to the NSW Department of Corrective Services and the Royal Commission into Aboriginal
Deaths in Custody, was the Chairperson of the Promotions Appeals Tribunal at the ABC, and is the author of
several books, including Love Poems And Other Revolutionary Actions (1979) and Mumshirl (1981), as
well as having contributed to or co-authored numerous publications, journal articles, conference papers and
screenplays.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fernando Levering:

The book Snake Cradle (Snake dreaming) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Snake Cradle (Snake
dreaming) to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a
guide Snake Cradle (Snake dreaming). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Alfred Wolff:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important normally. The book Snake Cradle (Snake dreaming) was making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The e-book Snake Cradle (Snake dreaming) is not only giving you far more new information but also being
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book Snake Cradle (Snake dreaming). You never experience
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Alberta Jones:

This book untitled Snake Cradle (Snake dreaming) to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book
in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.



Jack Nguyen:

You may spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Snake Cradle (Snake dreaming) is
simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You
can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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