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In Religion and the Sruggle for European Union, Brent F. Nelsen and James L.
Guth delve into the powerful role of religion in shaping European attitudes on
poalitics, political integration, and the national and continental identities of its
leaders and citizens.

Nelsen and Guth contend that for centuries Catholicism promoted the
universality of the Church and the essential unity of Christendom. Protestantism,
by contrast, esteemed particularity and feared Catholic dominance. These
differing visions of Europe have influenced the process of postwar integration in
profound ways. Nelsen and Guth compare the Catholic view of Europe as a
single cultural entity best governed as a unified polity against traditional
Protestant estrangement from continental culture and its preference for pragmatic
cooperation over the sacrifice of sovereignty. As the authors show, this deep
cultural divide, rooted in the struggles of the Reformation, resists the ongoing
secularization of the continent. Unless addressed, it threatens decades of hard-
won gains in security and prosperity.

Farsighted and rich with data, Religion and the Struggle for European Union

offers a pragmatic way forward in the EU's attempts to solve its social, economic,
and political crises.

¥ Download Religion and the Struggle for European Union: Conf ...pdf

@ Read Online Religion and the Strugale for European Union: Co ...pdf



http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1626160708
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1626160708
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1626160708
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1626160708
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1626160708
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1626160708
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1626160708
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1626160708
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1626160708
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1626160708
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1626160708

Religion and the Struggle for European Union: Confessional
Culture and the Limits of Integration (Religion and Politics)

By Brent F. Nelsen, James L. Guth

Religion and the Struggle for European Union: Confessional Culture and the Limits of I ntegration
(Religion and Politics) By Brent F. Nelsen, James L. Guth

In Religion and the Struggle for European Union, Brent F. Nelsen and James L. Guth delve into the powerful
role of religion in shaping European attitudes on politics, political integration, and the national and
continental identities of its leaders and citizens.

Nelsen and Guth contend that for centuries Catholicism promoted the universality of the Church and the
essential unity of Christendom. Protestantism, by contrast, esteemed particularity and feared Catholic
dominance. These differing visions of Europe have influenced the process of postwar integration in profound
ways. Nelsen and Guth compare the Catholic view of Europe as asingle cultural entity best governed asa
unified polity against traditional Protestant estrangement from continental culture and its preference for
pragmatic cooperation over the sacrifice of sovereignty. As the authors show, this deep cultural divide,
rooted in the struggles of the Reformation, resists the ongoing secularization of the continent. Unless
addressed, it threatens decades of hard-won gains in security and prosperity.

Farsighted and rich with data, Religion and the Sruggle for European Union offers a pragmatic way forward
in the EU's attempts to solve its social, economic, and political crises.
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Editorial Review

Review

They build a compelling, coherent argument. Their narrative isrich with quotations that blend religious
symbolism with political aspirations... The argument rests on afirm foundation of statistical analysis. Nelsen
and Guth have pioneered the use of Eurobarometer data to explore the correlations between religious
devotion and European identity, putting the findings of their many (large) statistical models to good use here.
Survival

Review

"Religion and the Struggle for European Union is refreshing and counter-intuitive for three main reasons.
First, it reveals how religiousidentities and cleavages are essential for even an archetypal humanist
project?he European Union. Second, it problematizes the deeply conceived notion of Europe as the
paramount example of socio-political secularization. Finaly, it discusses possibilities and limitations for the
integration of Orthodox and Muslim groups into the supranational European identity, which was originally
promoted by Catholics and doubted by Protestants.” ?Ahmet Kuru, author of Secularism and Sate Policies
toward Religion: The United Sates, France, and Turkey

"Religion and the Struggle for European Union isamajor contribution to the literature on religion and
politicsin Europe. Brent Nelsen and James L. Guth argue that religious, or confessional, culture, plays an
important role in understanding regional differences of opinion among Europeans, especialy regarding
integration. The authors display an impressive command of the relevant historical, cultural, and political
factors, and convincingly argue that Catholics tend to be more supportive of European integration than
Protestants." ?Paul Christopher Manuel, Institute for Leadership Studies, Mount St. Mary's University

"Thisis asuperlative book. Nelsen and Guth have taken a novel, imaginative approach to the prospects for
the European Union, which is among the most important global issues of the 21st century. Nelsen and Guth
combine broad historical and theoretical perspectives with nuanced and insightful dataanalyses. Thisisan
excellent illustration of the subtle and indirect ways in which religion can influence apparently secular
political phenomena."?Ted Jelen, professor, Department of Political Science, University of Nevada, Las
Vegas

"Two top American scholars join forces to explore European complexities in a both distanciated and intimate
way. Thisbook is astriking illustration of the significance of religion as awhole and of the resilience of
diverse confessional culturesin the "longue durée". A must-read for anybody willing to understand
contemporary politics in the European Union." ?Francois Foret, professor of palitical science/Jean Monnet
Chair, Director of CEVIPOL, CEVIPOL/Institute for European Studies, Université Libre de Bruxelles

About the Author

Brent F. Nelsen is aprofessor of political science at Furman University. He is the coeditor of The European
Union: Readings on the Theory and Practice of Integration and editor of Norway and the European
Community.

James L. Guth isWilliam Rand Kenan, Jr. Professor of Political Science, Furman University. Heisthe
coeditor of The Oxford Handbook of Religion and American Politics with Corwin E. Smidt and Lyman A.



Kellstedt.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jose Brummitt:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated thisfor awhileis
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Religion and the
Struggle for European Union: Confessional Culture and the Limits of Integration (Religion and Poalitics)
book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Edwin Courville:

The book with title Religion and the Struggle for European Union: Confessional Culture and the Limits of
Integration (Religion and Politics) posesses alot of information that you can study it. Y ou can get alot of
profit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented
the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you in new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Albert Christensen:

This Religion and the Struggle for European Union: Confessional Culture and the Limits of Integration
(Religion and Politics) is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who
all aways deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts
accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentencesin it. So if you areread it hurriedly
you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Religion and the Struggle for European Union:
Confessional Culture and the Limits of Integration (Religion and Poalitics) in your hand like keeping the
world inyour arm, info in it isnot ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten
or fifteen second right but this publication aready do that. So , thisis certainly good reading book. Heya Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Danidl Moore:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Religion and the Struggle for European Union:
Confessional Culture and the Limits of Integration (Religion and Politics) can give you alot of close friends
because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you



information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great folks. So, why hesitate? Let's have Religion and the Struggle for European Union: Confessional
Culture and the Limits of Integration (Religion and Palitics).
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