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From the 1860's through the 1890s, Horatio Alger wrote hundreds of novels to
teach young boys the merits of honesty, hard work, and cheerfulness in the face
of adversity. As Carl Bode points out in his introduction, Horatio Alger filled a
void in American literature and met scant competition both in the nature and the
number of his works. Like his heroes, Alger rose to the top by chance,
coincidence, and hard work.

The hero of Ragged Dick is a veritable "diamond in the rough"—as innately
virtuous as he is streetwise and cocky. Immediately popular with young readers,
the novel also appealed to parents, who repsonded to its colorful espousal of the
Protestant ethic. Struggling Upward, published nearly thirty years later, followed
the same time-tested formulas, and despite critical indifference it, too, had mass
appeal.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
The hero of 'Ragged Dick' is a veritable 'diamond in the rough'-as innately virtuous as he is streetwise and
cocky. Immediately popular with young readers, the novel also appealed to parents, who responded to its
colorful espousal of the Protestant ethic. 'Struggling Upward' published nearly thirty years later, followed the
same time-tested formulas, and despite critical indifference it, too, had mass appeal.

About the Author
Horatio Alger, Jr. was born in Chelsea, Massachusetts in 1832, the son of a Unitarian minister. He received
a strict upbringing and was educated for a life in the church, graduating from Harvard in 1852.

After leaving Harvard, Alger, to his father's disappointment, took a job as a historian in Middlesex County,
Massachusetts and later worked as a teacher at a boys' boarding school in East Greenwich, Rhode Island. He
traveled in Europe for a year, and then returned to the United States in 1857 to complete his studies at the
Cambridge Divinity School.

In 1864 Alger was ordained a minister at the First Parish Unitarian Church of Brewster on Cape Cod. Sixteen
months later, however, he was dismissed from the pulpit after being accused of engaging in homosexual
relations with two boys. After his dismissal, Alger began to focus on his writing career, which spanned more
than three decades and 110 books. He wrote mainly children's books about boys and girls who rise from rags
to riches through hard work and faith in the American dream. His first major success came with the
publication of his eighth novel, Ragged Dick in 1868. Other popular novels include Luck and Pluck (1869),
Tattered Tom (1871), and Strive and Succeed (1872). Alger also wrote several adult novels, including A
Fancy of Her's (first publihsed as The New Schoolma'am in 1877) and The Disagreeable Woman (1895).

Alger, who never married, spent the last decades of his life living at his family home in South Natick,
Massachusetts, where he died in 1899.

Carl Bode, professor emeritus of English/American Studies at the University of Maryland, is a freelance
writer. Founder and first president of the American Studies Assocation, he is also past president of he
Popular Culture Association and the Mencken Society. His books include The American Lyceum,
Antebellum Culture, and Mencken. He has edited Collected Poems of Henry Thoreau and The Best of
Thoreau's Journals; and has co-edited The Correspondence of Henry David Thoreau and, in
collaboration with Malcolm Cowley, The Portable Emerson.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Garza:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Ragged Dick and Struggling Upward
(Penguin American Library) will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can



know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It
is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book
with you?

Danny Miller:

The book Ragged Dick and Struggling Upward (Penguin American Library) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Ragged Dick
and Struggling Upward (Penguin American Library)? A number of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Ragged Dick and Struggling Upward (Penguin American Library) has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world
by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Ring:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can
do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this specific Ragged Dick and Struggling Upward (Penguin American
Library) to read.

Sandra Lester:

The book Ragged Dick and Struggling Upward (Penguin American Library) will bring that you the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Ragged Dick and Struggling Upward
(Penguin American Library) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.
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