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When we speak, we mean more than we say. In this book Stephen C. Levinson
explains some general processes that underlie presumptionsin communication.
Thisisthe first extended discussion of preferred interpretation in language
understanding, integrating much of the best research in linguistic pragmatics
from the last two decades. L evinson outlines atheory of presumptive meanings,
or preferred interpretations, governing the use of language, building on the idea
of implicature developed by the philosopher H.P. Grice. Some of the indirect
information carried by speech is presumed by default becauseit is carried by
general principles, rather than inferred from specific assumptions about intention
and context. Levinson examines this class of general pragmatic inferencesin
detail, showing how they apply to awide range of linguistic constructions. This
approach has radical consequences for how we think about language and
communication.
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Editorial Review
Review

" Presumptive Meaningsis a careful and cogent reformulation of linguistic pragmatics based on a sweeping
knowledge of the existing literature and a profound understanding of the problem of meaning in natural
language. This book presents a significant challenge to both ultra-functionalist views and to the reigning
structural theories of the relation between meaning and form. By showing how generalized conversational
implicature interacts with both syntactic and semantic description, Levinson has produced the first rea
advance in the Gricean program in a decade.”

(Jerrold Sadock, Glen A. Lloyd Professor of Linguistics, University of Chicago)

" Presumptive Meaningsis atour de force in the study of language and meaning. It takes us beyond what
people say, asthey rely on the conventional meanings of words and sentences, into the subtle and complex
world of what people mean but do not say. Levinson's account of thisworld is not only scholarly and
articulate, but full of insights. In this book Levinson takes up Paul Grice's notion of 'generalized
conversational implicatures,’ argues for its importance, and then offers an elegant refinement. Along the way,
he presents a scholarly history of Grice's notion, brings a wide range of phenomenato bear on it, and draws
out an impressive array of implications of hisview. The result is a remarkabl e achievement--must reading for
any serious student of language and meaning."

(Herbet H. Clark, Department of Psychology, Stanford University)

About the Author

Stephen C. Levinson is Director of the Language and Cognition Group at the Max Planck Institute for
Psycholinguistics in the Netherlands.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Victor Banister:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which isinside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Presumptive Meanings. The Theory of Generalized Conversational
Implicature as your daily resource information.



Frederick Cagle:

This Presumptive Meanings: The Theory of Generalized Conversational Implicature is great publication for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who aways deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point out no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Presumptive Meanings. The Theory of Generalized Conversational Implicature in your hand like
having the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Barbara Kelley:

Y ou may spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Presumptive Meanings: The Theory of
Generalized Conversational Implicature is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Staci Luton:

Beside that Presumptive Meanings: The Theory of Generalized Conversationa Implicature in your phone, it
may give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will
got hereisfresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Presumptive Meanings: The Theory of Generalized Conversational
Implicature because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to missit? Find this book aswell asread it from at this point!
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