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A leading European intellectual reflects on the changing concept of
melancholy throughout history

Alberto Manguel praises the Hungarian writer László Földényi as “one of the
most brilliant essayists of our time.”  Földényi’s extraordinary Melancholy, with
its profusion of literary, ecclesiastical, artistic, and historical insights, gives proof
to such praise. His book, part history of the term melancholy and part analysis of
the melancholic disposition, explores many centuries to explore melancholy’s
ambiguities. Along the way Földényi discovers the unrecognized role melancholy
may play as a source of energy and creativity in a well-examined life.
 
Földényi begins with a tour of the history of the word melancholy, from ancient
Greece to the medieval era, the Renaissance, and modern times. He finds the
meaning of melancholy has always been ambiguous, even paradoxical. In our
own times it may be regarded either as a psychic illness or a mood familiar to
everyone. The author analyzes the complexities of melancholy and concludes
that its dual nature reflects the inherent tension of birth and mortality. To
understand the melancholic disposition is to find entry to some of the deepest
questions one’s life.
 
This distinguished translation brings Földényi’s work directly to English-
language readers for the first time.
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A leading European intellectual reflects on the changing concept of melancholy throughout history

Alberto Manguel praises the Hungarian writer László Földényi as “one of the most brilliant essayists of our
time.”  Földényi’s extraordinary Melancholy, with its profusion of literary, ecclesiastical, artistic, and
historical insights, gives proof to such praise. His book, part history of the term melancholy and part analysis
of the melancholic disposition, explores many centuries to explore melancholy’s ambiguities. Along the way
Földényi discovers the unrecognized role melancholy may play as a source of energy and creativity in a
well-examined life.
 
Földényi begins with a tour of the history of the word melancholy, from ancient Greece to the medieval era,
the Renaissance, and modern times. He finds the meaning of melancholy has always been ambiguous, even
paradoxical. In our own times it may be regarded either as a psychic illness or a mood familiar to everyone.
The author analyzes the complexities of melancholy and concludes that its dual nature reflects the inherent
tension of birth and mortality. To understand the melancholic disposition is to find entry to some of the
deepest questions one’s life.
 
This distinguished translation brings Földényi’s work directly to English-language readers for the first time.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Földényi is a formidable, if at times oracular, writer, who is at home in paradox . . . His book is a wide-
ranging history of the Western discourse on melancholy.”—Christine Smallwood, Harper’s
(Christine Smallwood Harper’s)

“A rather fine book closely argued… and full of thoughtful insights and aphorisms. Occasionally, especially
in its excellent final chapter about melancholy in our times, it attains brilliance. Most of its pages abound in
curious learning and thought-provoking interpretation.”—Kevin Jackson, Literary Review
(Literary Review Literary Review 2016-08-01)

About the Author

László F. Földényi is an author, a translator, a critic, and an art theorist. He is professor and chair of the
theory of art, University of Theatre, Film, and Television, Budapest. He is the prize-winning author of some
twenty books, and his works have been translated into fifteen languages. He lives in Budapest,
Hungary. Tim Wilkinson is principal translator of Imre Kertész, Miklós Szentkuthy, and many other modern
Hungarian authors. A former resident of Budapest, he now lives in London. Alberto Manguel is a Canadian
writer, translator, editor, and critic. He now lives in New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Bland:

The feeling that you get from Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) is the more deep you
digging the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Melancholy (The Margellos World
Republic of Letters) instantly.

Sarah Davis:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) as your daily



resource information.

William Pak:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Melancholy (The Margellos
World Republic of Letters) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want
to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters)
become your starter.

Bernice Capps:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) can make you experience
more interested to read.
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