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A Newbery Medal winning modern classic about a racially divided small
town and a boy who runs.

Jeffrey Lionel "Maniac" Magee might have lived a normal life if a freak accident
hadn't made him an orphan. After living with his unhappy and uptight aunt and
uncle for eight years, he decides to run--and not just run away, but run. This is
where the myth of Maniac Magee begins, as he changes the lives of a racially
divided small town with his amazing and legendary feats.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Maniac Magee is a folk story about a boy, a very excitable boy. One that can outrun dogs, hit a home run off
the best pitcher in the neighborhood, tie a knot no one can undo. "Kid's gotta be a maniac," is what the folks
in Two Mills say. It's also the story of how this boy, Jeffrey Lionel "Maniac" Magee, confronts racism in a
small town, tries to find a home where there is none and attempts to soothe tensions between rival factions
on the tough side of town. Presented as a folk tale, it's the stuff of storytelling. "The history of a kid," says
Jerry Spinelli, "is one part fact, two parts legend, and three parts snowball." And for this kid, four parts of
fun. Maniac Magee won the 1991 Newbery Medal.

From Publishers Weekly
In this modern-day tall tale, Spinelli ( Dump Days ; Jason and Marceline ) presents a humorous yet poignant
look at the issue of race relations, a rare topic for a work aimed at middle readers. Orphaned as an infant,
Jerry Magee is reared by his feuding aunt and uncle until he runs away at age eight. He finds his way to Two
Mills, Pa., where the legend of "Maniac" Magee begins after he scores major upsets against Brian Denehy,
the star high school football player, and Little League tough guy, John McNab. In racially divided Two
Mills, the Beales, a black family, take Maniac in, but despite his local fame, community pressure forces him
out and he returns to living at the zoo. Park groundskeeper Grayson next cares for the boy, but the old man
dies and Maniac moves into the squalid home of the McNabs, who are convinced a race war is imminent.
After a showdown with his nemesis, Mars Bar, Maniac bridges the gap between the two sides of town and
finally finds a home. Full of snappy street-talk cadences, this off-the-wall yarn will give readers of all colors
plenty of food for thought. Ages 8-12.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 6-10-- Warning: this interesting book is a mythical story about racism. It should not be read as reality.
Legend springs up about Jeffrey "Maniac" Magee, a white boy who runs faster and hits balls farther than
anyone, who lives on his own with amazing grace, and is innocent as to racial affairs. After running away
from a loveless home, he encounters several families, in and around Two Mills, a town sharply divided into
the black East End and the white West End. Black, feisty Amanda Beale and her family lovingly open their
home to Maniac, and tough, smart-talking "Mars Bar" Thompson and other characters are all, to varying
degrees, full of prejudices and unaware of their own racism. Racial epithets are sprinkled throught the book;
Mars Bar calls Maniac "fishbelly," and blacks are described by a white character as being "today's Indians."
In the final, disjointed section of the book, Maniac confronts the hatred that perpetuates ignorance by
bringing Mars Bar to meet the Pickwells--"the best the West End had to offer." In the feel-good ending, Mars
and Maniac resolve their differences; Maniac gets a home and there is hope for at least improved racial
relations. Unreal? Yes. It's a cop-out for Spinelli to have framed this story as a legend--it frees him from
having to make it real, or even possible. Nevertheless, the book will stimulate thinking about racism, and it
might help educate those readers who, like so many students, have no first-hand knowledge of people of
other races. Pathos and compassion inform a short, relatively easy-to-read story with broad appeal, which
suggests that to solve problems of racism, people must first know each other as individuals. --Joel
Shoemaker, Tilford Middle School, Vinton, IA
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Destiny Hunt:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare time
to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you
do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can do this. It
said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín de
infancia until university need this Maniac Magee (Newbery Medal Book) to read.

Ray Shippee:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Maniac Magee (Newbery Medal Book) book is readable through
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
regarding Maniac Magee (Newbery Medal Book) content conveys thinking easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do
you still thinking Maniac Magee (Newbery Medal Book) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Sylvia Langley:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Maniac Magee (Newbery Medal Book) can be
very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Sara Matthews:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From
the book Maniac Magee (Newbery Medal Book) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Maniac Magee (Newbery Medal
Book). You can more desirable than now.
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