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Stephen Swan is amazed when he hears that the uncle he thought had been killed
in the Blitz is actually alive. For nearly four decades, Eldritch Swan has been
locked away in an Irish prison and now, at last, has been released. Shocked and
suspicious, Stephen listens to the old man’s story and is caught up in a tale that
begins at the dawn of World War II, when Eldritch worked for an Antwerp
diamond dealer with a trove of Picassos—highly valuable paintings that later
disappeared. Stephen, who finds his uncle by turns devious, charming, and
brazen, then meets Rachel Banner, a beautiful American who may have inherited
the Picassos—and is determined to see justice done for her family. But in this
tale of revenge and redemption, justice is the ultimate illusion. Eldritch, Stephen,
and the woman Stephen has fallen in love with soon find themselves fighting for
their lives—against sinister forces still guarding a secret that must never be
revealed.
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Stephen Swan is amazed when he hears that the uncle he thought had been killed in the Blitz is actually
alive. For nearly four decades, Eldritch Swan has been locked away in an Irish prison and now, at last, has
been released. Shocked and suspicious, Stephen listens to the old man’s story and is caught up in a tale that
begins at the dawn of World War II, when Eldritch worked for an Antwerp diamond dealer with a trove of
Picassos—highly valuable paintings that later disappeared. Stephen, who finds his uncle by turns devious,
charming, and brazen, then meets Rachel Banner, a beautiful American who may have inherited the
Picassos—and is determined to see justice done for her family. But in this tale of revenge and redemption,
justice is the ultimate illusion. Eldritch, Stephen, and the woman Stephen has fallen in love with soon find
themselves fighting for their lives—against sinister forces still guarding a secret that must never be revealed.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. In this irresistible thriller full of deceit, duplicity, and vengeance, British author Goddard
(Name to a Face) shifts effortlessly between 1976, when 68-year-old Eldritch Swan, thought killed in the
Blitz, resurfaces from 36 years in an Irish prison, and 1940, when Eldritch, a cocksure secretary for an
unscrupulous Antwerp diamond merchant, Isaac Meridor, prepares to leave for America. The older Eldritch,
who appears as weird as his given name implies, assures his nephew, Stephen, he'd been framed in Dublin
for unspecified offenses against the state, though he admits to helping steal Meridor's Picasso collection.
Eldritch needs Stephen's help to prove the collection rightfully belongs to Meridor's wife, daughter, and
granddaughter, Rachel Banner. Bit by tantalizing bit the convoluted tale of Eldritch's unknowing
involvement in high wartime crimes and misdemeanors during Britain's finest hour emerges, deftly
counterpointed by Stephen's growing attachment to Rachel. (Mar.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
An ill-gotten family fortune culled from Congolese diamond mines, a forged Picasso, and a hellish Irish
prison form the nexus of this eccentric thriller. There are two narrators: the first, speaking of events in 1976,
is Stephen Swan, a geologist who has long worked in the booming Texas oil fields. On his return to England,
he finds that an uncle, who he was told had lost his life during the Blitz, is alive but not well, having been
just released from an extended stay in an Irish prison under suspicion of spying. The second narrator is the
uncle himself, who tells his nephew about criminal plots hatched during the war that have taken on strength
and danger through the decades. Goddard shuttles between 1976, when the forged Picasso and other stolen
works are on public display and must be recovered for the wronged owners, and 1940, when the whole
conspiracy began. Although the plot is complex, Goddard’s gift for suspense never flags. --Connie Fletcher

Review
"When it comes to duplicity and intrigue, Goddard is second to none."—Daily Mail

“[Robert Goddard’s novels are] too good to gulp.”—Stephen King
 
“[Robert] Goddard is a master of the sly double and triple cross.” —Seattle Times

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arnold Williams:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one together
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Long Time Coming: A Novel is kind
of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Gary McIntosh:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Long Time
Coming: A Novel, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Jerry Orosco:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them is this Long Time Coming: A Novel.

Valerie Herrera:

You will get this Long Time Coming: A Novel by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing
it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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