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The reflexive approach and the concept of bimusicality have made possible this
in-depth study of the Radarrite, the foundation of the complex and
sensationalized religion of Haiti, Vodun. Fleurant returned to his native Haiti to
immerse himself in the socio-cultura life of those who practice the religion that
was brought to Haiti by the people captured in Africafrom the 16th to the 18th
centuries. Through total immersion in daily life culture and apprenticeship in the
music culture (reflexive approach and concept of bimusicality), the author has
accessed information and provided a descriptive analysis heretofore unavailable
to scholars. From this privileged position, the author details the complexity,
sophistication, and beauty of the ritual, music, and dance.

The pioneering works on the music or the dance of Vodun have attempted to
cover the whole ritual spectrum. Fleurant contends that the religion is too
complex and too sensationalized to be treated in one volume and that each rite
should be studied separately and in greater depth. Dancing Spirits examines drum
rhythms, song tunes, and texts of the major Rada dances. A model of the Rada
ceremony in BOpo, acommunity located some ten miles north of Port-au-Prince,
serves as a guide to the reader not familiar with VVodun liturgy. The work
challenges studies that do not delve deeply enough into this complex religion,
and serves as amodel for further studies.
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The reflexive approach and the concept of bimusicality have made possible this in-depth study of the Rada
rite, the foundation of the complex and sensationalized religion of Haiti, Vodun. Fleurant returned to his
native Haiti to immerse himself in the socio-cultural life of those who practice the religion that was brought
to Haiti by the people captured in Africa from the 16th to the 18th centuries. Through total immersionin
daily life culture and apprenticeship in the music culture (reflexive approach and concept of bimusicality),
the author has accessed information and provided a descriptive analysis heretofore unavailable to scholars.
From this privileged position, the author details the compl exity, sophistication, and beauty of the ritual,
music, and dance.

The pioneering works on the music or the dance of Vodun have attempted to cover the whole ritual
spectrum. Fleurant contends that the religion istoo complex and too sensationalized to be treated in one
volume and that each rite should be studied separately and in greater depth. Dancing Spirits examines drum
rhythms, song tunes, and texts of the major Rada dances. A model of the Rada ceremony in Bopo, a
community located some ten miles north of Port-au-Prince, serves as a guide to the reader not familiar with
Vodun liturgy. The work challenges studies that do not delve deeply enough into this complex religion, and
serves as amodel for further studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
?Read the book...it contains a wealth of detailed information that is simply unavaulable anywhere else.?-New
West Indian Guide

About the Author

GERDES FLEURANT is Associate Professor of Music at Wellesley College. An initiated oungan and
activist in the Greater Boston Haitian-American community, Fleurant lectures extensively on Haitian culture,
Pan Africanism, Humanocentrism (a concept he coined), and music throughout the United States.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
James Conner:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or thisfor all peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Dancing Spirits: Rhythms and Rituals
of Haitian Vodun, the Rada Rite (Contributions to the Study of Music and Dance). All type of book would
you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Young Legg:

Here thing why this particular Dancing Spirits: Rhythms and Rituals of Haitian Vodun, the Rada Rite
(Contributions to the Study of Music and Dance) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all

reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
astasty asfood or not. Dancing Spirits: Rhythms and Rituals of Haitian V odun, the Rada Rite (Contributions
to the Study of Music and Dance) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no book that similar with Dancing Spirits: Rhythms and Rituals of Haitian
Vodun, the Rada Rite (Contributions to the Study of Music and Dance). It gives you thrill looking at journey,
its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Dancing
Spirits: Rhythms and Rituals of Haitian Vodun, the Rada Rite (Contributions to the Study of Music and
Dance) in e-book can be your choice.

Jessica Adkins:;

The event that you get from Dancing Spirits: Rhythms and Rituals of Haitian Vodun, the Rada Rite



(Contributions to the Study of Music and Dance) could be the more deep you excavating the information that
hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but Dancing Spirits: Rhythms and Rituals of Haitian V odun, the Rada Rite (Contributions to the
Study of Music and Dance) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that
Dancing Spirits: Rhythms and Rituals of Haitian Vodun, the Rada Rite (Contributions to the Study of Music
and Dance) instantly.

Violet Jarréll:

This Dancing Spirits: Rhythms and Rituals of Haitian V odun, the Rada Rite (Contributions to the Study of
Music and Dance) is new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who till
having bit of digest in reading this Dancing Spirits: Rhythms and Rituals of Haitian Vodun, the Rada Rite
(Contributions to the Study of Music and Dance) can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make
them feedl tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication
especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So, don't missthis! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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