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There are many reasons to despair over the state of the world today: climate
change, war, terrorism, social injustice, and an utter failure by our political
systems to fix them. Yet there will always be those frustrating optimists who
counter such an outlook by citing developments such as modern medicine,
democracy, and the global internet as signs that things are, and always have been,
on the up and up. This book locks those people in a separate room, shattering
their rose-colored glasses to show the tremendous value in keeping the dark side
of human affairs at the forefront of our consciousness.
           
Stuart Sim starts with the proposition that pessimists simply have a more realistic
world view. Tracing how pessimism has developed over time and exploring its
multifaceted nature, he shows that many thinkers throughout history—including
philosophers, theologians, authors, artists, and even scientists—have been
pessimists at heart, challenging us to face up to the desperations that define
human existence. Spanning cultures and moving across eras, he  assembles a
grand discourse of pessimism. Ultimately he offers the provocative argument that
pessimism should be cultivated and vigorously defended as one of our most
useful and ever-relevant dispositions. 
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injustice, and an utter failure by our political systems to fix them. Yet there will always be those frustrating
optimists who counter such an outlook by citing developments such as modern medicine, democracy, and the
global internet as signs that things are, and always have been, on the up and up. This book locks those people
in a separate room, shattering their rose-colored glasses to show the tremendous value in keeping the dark
side of human affairs at the forefront of our consciousness.
           
Stuart Sim starts with the proposition that pessimists simply have a more realistic world view. Tracing how
pessimism has developed over time and exploring its multifaceted nature, he shows that many thinkers
throughout history—including philosophers, theologians, authors, artists, and even scientists—have been
pessimists at heart, challenging us to face up to the desperations that define human existence. Spanning
cultures and moving across eras, he  assembles a grand discourse of pessimism. Ultimately he offers the
provocative argument that pessimism should be cultivated and vigorously defended as one of our most useful
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Editorial Review

Review

“Lucid and wide-ranging book. . . . Revenge tragedies, Vietnam war films, Samuel Beckett’s plays, the
novels of William Golding and Philip Roth, Goya’s series The Disasters of War and Picasso’s Guernica—all
these works and many others figure in Sim’s analysis of pessimism . . . a meticulous survey.”
(Times Literary Supplement)

“Sim offers a thoughtful and well-articulated sampling of pessimism in western culture . . . expansive,
compelling, and thought-provoking.”
 
(Hans Rollman PopMatters)

About the Author

Stuart Sim is former professor of critical theory at Northumbria University, Newcastle, and a Fellow of the
English Association. He is the author of many books, most recently The End of Modernity, Addicted to
Profit, and Fifty Key Thinkers in Postmodernism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Claire Underwood:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question
because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that A Philosophy of Pessimism to
read.

Jackie Sneller:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Philosophy of Pessimism book as
this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.



Robert Music:

Why? Because this A Philosophy of Pessimism is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next
to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want
to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Nicholas Ko:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
as compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve
that need more time to be examine. A Philosophy of Pessimism can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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