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The trade paperback reprint of James Franco’s thoughtful reflection on childhood
through a series of personal snapshots, sketches, paintings, poems, and short
stories.

An actor treads the line between reality and fiction every time he plays a part,
and for James Franco, that exploration isn’t limited to the screen—he’s also a
visual artist with several exhibitions under his belt as well as the author of the
widely praised story collection Palo Alto. In A California Childhood he plays
with the concept of memoir through personal snapshots, sketches, paintings,
poems, and stories. “I was born in 1978 at Stanford Hospital and spent my first
eighteen years in a single house at the end of a cul-de-sac in Palo Alto,” Franco
writes in his introduction. Steve Jobs’s daughter and the grandson of one of the
Hewlett-Packard founders may have both been in his graduating class, but just
across the freeway from his home turf lay East Palo Alto, which in 1992 had the
highest murder rate per capita in the country. For Franco, the terrain of his
upbringing is fraught with the complication of a city divided. But within that
diversity, universal aspects of adolescence rise to the surface, and those are the
subjects at the heart of Franco’s work. Ultimately this is a portrait of a childhood
brightened by California sunshine, but with trouble waiting in the shadows. At
turns funny, dark, and emotional, the journey of this book delivers an undeniable
immediacy. And at the end, the reader is left wondering just where the boundary
lies between Franco’s art and his true life.
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The trade paperback reprint of James Franco’s thoughtful reflection on childhood through a series of
personal snapshots, sketches, paintings, poems, and short stories.

An actor treads the line between reality and fiction every time he plays a part, and for James Franco, that
exploration isn’t limited to the screen—he’s also a visual artist with several exhibitions under his belt as well
as the author of the widely praised story collection Palo Alto. In A California Childhood he plays with the
concept of memoir through personal snapshots, sketches, paintings, poems, and stories. “I was born in 1978
at Stanford Hospital and spent my first eighteen years in a single house at the end of a cul-de-sac in Palo
Alto,” Franco writes in his introduction. Steve Jobs’s daughter and the grandson of one of the Hewlett-
Packard founders may have both been in his graduating class, but just across the freeway from his home turf
lay East Palo Alto, which in 1992 had the highest murder rate per capita in the country. For Franco, the
terrain of his upbringing is fraught with the complication of a city divided. But within that diversity,
universal aspects of adolescence rise to the surface, and those are the subjects at the heart of Franco’s work.
Ultimately this is a portrait of a childhood brightened by California sunshine, but with trouble waiting in the
shadows. At turns funny, dark, and emotional, the journey of this book delivers an undeniable immediacy.
And at the end, the reader is left wondering just where the boundary lies between Franco’s art and his true
life.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
James Franco is an actor, director, author, and visual artist. His film appearances include Milk, Pineapple
Express, Howl, and 127 Hours, which earned him an Academy Award Best Actor nomination. He is the
author of the collection Palo Alto, and his writing has been published in Esquire, Vanity Fair, N+1, The Wall
Street Journal, and McSweeney’s. Franco’s art has been exhibited throughout the world including at the
Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles, the Museum of Modern Art’s PS1 in New York, the
Clocktower Gallery in New York, and the Peres Projects in Berlin. He lives in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sammy McManus:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this A California Childhood book because
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it you probably know this.

William Watts:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the guide untitled A California Childhood can be great book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

Fred Martinez:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the
top record in your reading list is A California Childhood. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book
you can get many advantages.



Sarah Creamer:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book A California Childhood to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It
is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book A California Childhood
can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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