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An explanation of the failure of the Communist insurgency in Greece between
1945 and 1949, this study provides a striking lesson in what happens to an armed
revolutionary movement when it lacks adequate manpower and logistical
resources, and is divided against itself on such basic matters as foreign policy and
the employment of its military capabilities. During the period of 1945-1949, the
Greek Communist Party was split into competing factions, each with its own idea
of which course the rebellion should take. The Stalinist faction, led by Secretary-
General Nikos Zachariades, was pitted against the more pragmatic nationalist
wing led by the commander of the Greek Democratic Army, Markos Vafiades.
Shrader provides a detailed examination of the logistical aspects of the war,
particularly the impact of political decisions and the aid provided to the Greek
Communists by outside supporters on logistics and operations.

At each successive stage of the conflict, Zachariades outmaneuvered his rivals
and imposed policies that both reduced the resources available to the
Communist-led insurgents and sought to turn an effective guerrilla force into a
conventional army employing conventional operational methods. The decisions
taken by the Greek Communist Party under Zachariades' leadership alienated
both the domestic supporters of the Communist rebellion and its key external
supporters, such as Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia. Ultimately, the conventionally
organized Greek Democratic Army proved unable to sustain itself logistically,
and it was defeated in August 1949 by the constantly improving Greek National
forces aided by the United States.
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manpower and logistical resources, and is divided against itself on such basic matters as foreign policy and
the employment of its military capabilities. During the period of 1945-1949, the Greek Communist Party was
split into competing factions, each with its own idea of which course the rebellion should take. The Stalinist
faction, led by Secretary-General Nikos Zachariades, was pitted against the more pragmatic nationalist wing
led by the commander of the Greek Democratic Army, Markos Vafiades. Shrader provides a detailed
examination of the logistical aspects of the war, particularly the impact of political decisions and the aid
provided to the Greek Communists by outside supporters on logistics and operations.

At each successive stage of the conflict, Zachariades outmaneuvered his rivals and imposed policies that
both reduced the resources available to the Communist-led insurgents and sought to turn an effective
guerrilla force into a conventional army employing conventional operational methods. The decisions taken
by the Greek Communist Party under Zachariades' leadership alienated both the domestic supporters of the
Communist rebellion and its key external supporters, such as Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia. Ultimately, the
conventionally organized Greek Democratic Army proved unable to sustain itself logistically, and it was
defeated in August 1949 by the constantly improving Greek National forces aided by the United States.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[S]hrader's study is exceptionally well-researched and documented....Shrader's study is among the most
well-documented English-language histories of the Greek civil war. Shrader's study is especially welcome
for its scrupulous objectivity and balance, something lacking in many (particularly Greek-language0 studies
of the period....[T]he Withered Vine is not only a well-documented and balanced study, but it also provides a
great deal of essential historical background to the Greek civil war, focusing on its orgins in the Greek
resistance during World War 2....Integrating a great number of factors, Shrader weaves them together in such
a way as to offer a comprehensive, well-integrated explanation of the loss. In short, The Withered Vine is a
well-written, fascinating study that deserves to be read by anyone interested in this period of Greek history or
in insurgent guerrilla warfare, more generally."-The European Legacy

"The Withered Vine contains a wealth of information, especially on military matters,"-The Journal of
Military History

"ÝS¨hrader's study is exceptionally well-researched and documented....Shrader's study is among the most
well-documented English-language histories of the Greek civil war. Shrader's study is especially welcome
for its scrupulous objectivity and balance, something lacking in many (particularly Greek-language0 studies
of the period....ÝT¨he Withered Vine is not only a well-documented and balanced study, but it also provides
a great deal of essential historical background to the Greek civil war, focusing on its orgins in the Greek
resistance during World War 2....Integrating a great number of factors, Shrader weaves them together in such
a way as to offer a comprehensive, well-integrated explanation of the loss. In short, The Withered Vine is a
well-written, fascinating study that deserves to be read by anyone interested in this period of Greek history or
in insurgent guerrilla warfare, more generally."-The European Legacy

?The Withered Vine contains a wealth of information, especially on military matters, ?-The Journal of
Military History

?[S]hrader's study is exceptionally well-researched and documented....Shrader's study is among the most
well-documented English-language histories of the Greek civil war. Shrader's study is especially welcome
for its scrupulous objectivity and balance, something lacking in many (particularly Greek-language0 studies
of the period....[T]he Withered Vine is not only a well-documented and balanced study, but it also provides a
great deal of essential historical background to the Greek civil war, focusing on its orgins in the Greek
resistance during World War 2....Integrating a great number of factors, Shrader weaves them together in such
a way as to offer a comprehensive, well-integrated explanation of the loss. In short, The Withered Vine is a
well-written, fascinating study that deserves to be read by anyone interested in this period of Greek history or
in insurgent guerrilla warfare, more generally.?-The European Legacy
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Gardner:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this The Withered
Vine: Logistics and the Communist Insurgency in Greece, 1945-1949.

Jacki Peters:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping The Withered Vine: Logistics and
the Communist Insurgency in Greece, 1945-1949 that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick The Withered Vine: Logistics and the Communist
Insurgency in Greece, 1945-1949 become your personal starter.

Shannon Thomas:

This The Withered Vine: Logistics and the Communist Insurgency in Greece, 1945-1949 is great book for
you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great organize
word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having The Withered Vine: Logistics and the Communist Insurgency in
Greece, 1945-1949 in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Shirley Bishop:

Beside that The Withered Vine: Logistics and the Communist Insurgency in Greece, 1945-1949 in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the



knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Withered Vine: Logistics and the Communist
Insurgency in Greece, 1945-1949 because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at
times have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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