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Providing a new interpretation of the origins of the First World War, this
textbook synthesises recent scholarship and introduces the major
historiographical and political debates surrounding the outbreak of the war.
William Mulligan argues that the war was a far from inevitable outcome of
international politics in the early twentieth century and suggests instead that there
were powerful forces operating in favour of the maintenance of peace. His fresh
perspective on the pre-war international system takes account of new approaches
to the study of international politics since the end of the Cold War and the
acceleration of globalisation. Thematic chapters examine key issues, including
the military, public opinion, economics, diplomacy and geopolitics, and analyse
relations between the great powers, the role of smaller states, the disintegrating
empires and the July crisis. This compelling account will significantly revise our
understanding of diplomacy, political culture, and economic history from 1870 to
1914.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Excellent book ... teems with compelling insights and arresting arguments." -Australian Literary Review,
Jeffrey Grey

"This is a cogent, finely presented reinterpretation of the origins of the Great War drawing on a large amount
of recent scholarship." -Len Shurtleff, Stand To!, The Journal of the Western Front Association

"One must congratulate the author for this excellent work." -Anatol Schmied-Kowarzik, H-Net

"In this refreshing study, Mulligan reevaluates the era after 1871, emphasizing the Great Powers' peaceful
coexistence during a long period of strategic balance. Recommended." -Choice

About the Author
William Mulligan is a lecturer in the School of History and Archives, University College Dublin. He is the
author of The Creation of the Modern German Army (2005).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tod Espitia:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Origins of the
First World War (New Approaches to European History) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Aimee Nguyen:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book The Origins of the First World War (New Approaches to European
History) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
possesses high quality.



Nancy Lowery:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
actually The Origins of the First World War (New Approaches to European History).

Marco Manuel:

This The Origins of the First World War (New Approaches to European History) is great book for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can say
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having The Origins of the First World War (New Approaches to European History) in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer
you world with ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?
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