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A complete, professional 'bible' on all aspects of audio and video compression
using MPEG technology, including the MPEG-4 standard and, in this second
edition, H-264. The clarity of explanation and depth of technical detail combine
to make this book an essential and definitive reference work.

THE MPEG HANDBOOK is both a theoretical and practical treatment of the
subject. Fundamental knowledge is provided alongside practical guidance on
how to avoid pitfalls and poor quality. The often-neglected issues of
reconstructing the signal timebase at the decoder and of synchronizing the signals
in a multiplex are treated fully here.

Previously titled MPEG-2, the book is frequently revised to cover the latest
applications of the technology.
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Editorial Review

Review
"As with all John Watkinson books, the present one is a classic example of an excellent engineering
textbook. It deserves to be on the bookshelf of every broadcaster involved in new coding technologies." -
EBU Technical Review

Reviews of the Previous Edition:
"No book can claim to be a definitive book on a given technology. Technologies develop too fast. This book,
however, deserves to be acclaimed as the definitive book on general MPEG aspects." The EBU Technical
Review

"...a thorough and very lucid introduction to audio and video compression. Through the use of simple, clear
diagrams and some of the clearest technical writing I have come across, Watkinson makes the whole process
look remarkably straightforward...an absorbing read for the curious, and a useful source of hard information
for those with a professional interest."
Electronics Australia

From the Publisher
Previously titled MPEG2, the book has now been extensively revised to cover the all the latest standards,
including a description of the MPEG4 standard and the latest applications of the technology, such as the
delivery of compressed audio, video, graphics and interactive capability over the internet and broadband
networks. It gives a comprehensive treatment of significant extensions made available by MPEG4, such as
object coding, mesh coding and animation.

About the Author
John Watkinson is an independent international consultant in advanced applications of electronics to
audiovisual and avionics systems. He is a Fellow of the AES, a member of the Society of Expert Witnesses,
and the British Computer Society and is a chartered information systems practitioner. He presents lectures,
seminars and training courses worldwide. He is the author of many other Elsevier books, including The Art
of DigitalVideo, An Introduction to Digital Video, Convergence in Broadcast and Communications Media,
Television Fundamentals and The Art of the Helicopter.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Velasquez:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The MPEG Handbook book as
beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.



Maria Hernandez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The MPEG Handbook why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Helen Rios:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is The MPEG Handbook this book consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Donna Hoffmann:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update
with regards to something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One
of them is niagra The MPEG Handbook.
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