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Based on the conviction that only translators who write poetry themselves can
properly re-create the celebrated and timeless tragedies of Aeschylus, Sophocles,
and Euripides, the Greek Tragedy in New Translations series offers new
translations that go beyond the literal meaning of the Greek in order to evoke the
poetry of the originals.

Aeschylus' Oresteia, the only ancient tragic trilogy to survive, is one of the great
foundational texts of Western culture. It begins with Agamemnon, which
describes Agamemnon's return from the Trojan War and his murder at the hands
of his wife Clytemnestra, continues with her murder by their son Orestes in
Libation Bearers, and concludes with Orestes' acquittal at a court founded by
Athena in Eumenides. The trilogy thus traces the evolution of justice in human
society from blood vengeance to the rule of law, Aeschylus' contribution to a
Greek legend steeped in murder, adultery, human sacrifice, cannibalism, and
endless intrigue. This new translation is faithful to the strangeness of the original
Greek and to its enduring human truth, expressed in language remarkable for
poetic intensity, rich metaphorical texture, and a verbal density that modulates at
times into powerful simplicity. The translation's precise but complicated rhythms
honor the music of the Greek, bringing into unforgettable English the Aeschylean
vision of a world fraught with spiritual and political tensions.
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Based on the conviction that only translators who write poetry themselves can properly re-create the
celebrated and timeless tragedies of Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, the Greek Tragedy in New
Translations series offers new translations that go beyond the literal meaning of the Greek in order to evoke
the poetry of the originals.

Aeschylus' Oresteia, the only ancient tragic trilogy to survive, is one of the great foundational texts of
Western culture. It begins with Agamemnon, which describes Agamemnon's return from the Trojan War and
his murder at the hands of his wife Clytemnestra, continues with her murder by their son Orestes in Libation
Bearers, and concludes with Orestes' acquittal at a court founded by Athena in Eumenides. The trilogy thus
traces the evolution of justice in human society from blood vengeance to the rule of law, Aeschylus'
contribution to a Greek legend steeped in murder, adultery, human sacrifice, cannibalism, and endless
intrigue. This new translation is faithful to the strangeness of the original Greek and to its enduring human
truth, expressed in language remarkable for poetic intensity, rich metaphorical texture, and a verbal density
that modulates at times into powerful simplicity. The translation's precise but complicated rhythms honor the
music of the Greek, bringing into unforgettable English the Aeschylean vision of a world fraught with
spiritual and political tensions.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Peter Burian is Professor of Classical and Comparative Literatures and Theater Studies at Duke University.

Alan Shapiro is Professor of English and Creative Writing at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. A winner of the prestigious Lila Wallace Reader's Digest award 1992-95, he is the author of several
poetry collections, including Tantalus in Love, Song and Dance, and The Dead Alive Busy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Langdon:

The feeling that you get from The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The Oresteia: 1 (Greek Tragedy in New
Translations) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Complete Aeschylus:
Volume I: The Oresteia: 1 (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) giving you joy feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having that The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The Oresteia: 1 (Greek
Tragedy in New Translations) instantly.

Guadalupe Baum:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The
Oresteia: 1 (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
hesitation The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The Oresteia: 1 (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) as
good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't
evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Bessie Starns:

This The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The Oresteia: 1 (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) is
completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount
of digest in reading this The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The Oresteia: 1 (Greek Tragedy in New



Translations) can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get
by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life in
addition to knowledge.

Nancy Gump:

You can obtain this The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The Oresteia: 1 (Greek Tragedy in New
Translations) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge
if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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