Radical Atheism: Derrida and the Time of Life
(Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics)

By Martin Hagglund

Read Online ©

Radical Atheism: Derrida and the Time of Life (Meridian: Crossing
Aesthetics) By Martin Hagglund

Radical Atheism presents a profound new reading of the influential French
philosopher Jacques Derrida. Against the prevalent notion that there was an
ethical or religious "turn” in Derrida’s thinking, Hagglund argues that a radical
atheisminforms Derrida's work from beginning to end. Proceeding from
Derrida'sinsight into the constitution of time, Hagglund demonstrates how
Derrida rethinks the condition of identity, ethics, religion, and political
emancipation in accordance with the logic of radical atheism. Hagglund
challenges other major interpreters of Derrida’'s work and offers a compelling
account of Derrida's thinking on life and death, good and evil, self and other.
Furthermore, Hagglund does not only explicate Derrida's position but also
devel ops his arguments, fortifies hislogic, and pursues its implications. The
result is a groundbreaking deconstruction of the perennial philosophical themes
of time and desire as well as pressing contemporary issues of sovereignty and
democracy.
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Against the prevalent notion that there was an ethical or religious "turn™ in Derrida's thinking, Hagglund
argues that a radical atheism informs Derrida’'s work from beginning to end. Proceeding from Derrida's
insight into the constitution of time, Hagglund demonstrates how Derrida rethinks the condition of identity,
ethics, religion, and political emancipation in accordance with the logic of radical atheism. Hagglund
challenges other major interpreters of Derrida's work and offers a compelling account of Derrida's thinking
on life and death, good and evil, self and other. Furthermore, Hagglund does not only explicate Derrida's
position but also develops his arguments, fortifies hislogic, and pursuesitsimplications. Theresultisa
groundbreaking deconstruction of the perennial philosophical themes of time and desire as well as pressing
contemporary issues of sovereignty and democracy.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A commanding and refreshing interpretation of Derrida which promisesto be acrucial interventionin
critical disagreements over Derridas legacy.Radical Atheismis an important and prescient volume.lt re-
assesses Derrida's work and its philosophical futures with care, vision, and scholarly rigour, serving to
regenerate interest in Derrida for a generation of philosophers for whom his name has fallen out of fashion."
(Danielle Sands Parrhesia)

"Martin Hagglund's Radical Atheismisatour deforce. . . It livesupto [its] bold claim, offering a
remarkable tour of Jacques Derrida's diverse and demanding oeuvre via lucid arguments and clear prose.
Héagglund demonstrates an impressive command of Derrida's corpus, marshaling these materials skillfully
and effectively in rigorous, firmly grounded textual analyses. . . [It ig] certainly worthy of the attention it
continues to receive, both for its own merits and because any discussion of Derrida and religion will now
have to attend to and contend with Hagglund's powerful text." (William Robert Sophia)

"With exceptional care and insight, Hagglund construes the vital implications and enduring positions of
Derridaswork." (Avital Ronell New York University)

"Martin Hagglund has produced an exceptional work. It is peerless and groundbreaking in its originality and
contributes the most consistent, compelling and compl ete articulation of Derrida's work. In summation
Radical Atheismis daring and persuasive in opening up materialist and atheistic vistas for future
deconstructive analysis. Derridais portrayed as a philosopher concerned with the thick of lifeinits
vicissitudes. It offers aforceful account of how Derrida meditates on questions of life and death, good and
evil, politics and the meaning of mortality. It will prove attractive to al readers of Derrida, professional and
student alike and undoubtedly will become a definitive starting point for understanding deconstruction.”
(Patrick O'Connor Journal of the British Society for Phenomenol ogy)

"Radical Atheism isthe most accurate, insightful, and complete account anyone has produced so far of
Derrida’s thought. Hagglund refutes a whole panoply of influential misreadings of Derrida, and he does so
with aflair and clarity rarely attained by writers on deconstruction.” (Henry Staten The New Centennial
Review)

"Like the best of philosophers measured by Nietzschean standards, Hagglund could be characterized as
marvelously 'untimely'. [A] superlative conceptual -theoretical analysis." (Adrian Johnston The New
Centennial Review)

"In the very insightful and intelligent book by Martin Hagglund. his analysis reaches what we could call the
zero degree of deconstruction, the point at which deconstructive logics show their internal potential and
cannot be assimilated to any of the various discourses?ethicist, religious, and so forthwhich have tried to
hegemonizeit." (Ernesto Laclau Diacritics)

"In hisimportant and hard-hitting new book, Martin Hagglund lucidly delineates the argument by means of
which Derrida problematises the desire for plenitude in its various guises, and on the strength of this clarity
of insight offers trenchant critiques of a number of interpretations of Derridean thought that simplify or

distort it. Hagglund goes on to show in a sharper light even than Derrida elected to do how [time] provides



the basis for the latter's treatment of the most far-reaching topics, starting with life itself. Hagglund has
shown superbly how Derrida's account of time underlies his explorations of these ethical topics, and how
unlike traditional ethical posturesthe results are." (Derek Attridge Derrida Today)

"What distinguishes Hagglund's book is the philosophical acumen with which he delineates its consequences
and the rigour with which he deploys them against the faux amis of deconstruction. Whether or not one finds
the philosophy that Hagglund expounds compelling, the rare virtue of his book isthat it forces us to assess
that philosophy correctly." (Nathan Brown Radical Philosophy)

"In this explosive little book on Derrida.Hagglund extracts and explicates what he claims is the core idea of
Derrida's work, writing without the piousness, esoterism, or obliqueness that has critically imprisoned his
subject. Hagglund's refutation of the idea of an ethical turn in deconstruction is definitive and his association
of Derrida's thought with radical atheism is compelling." (Brian Rajski The Voice Imitator)

"Impeccably argued, Radical Atheismis bound to have a significant impact on Derrida scholarship. By
developing the logic of survival, Hagglund convincingly demonstrates that Derrida is essentially a
philosopher of life, but of the only life there is?the life of finite beings?and hence aradical thinker of
temporality. It is a very courageous book as well that critically takes issue with the negative theologians
appropriation of Derrida and makes the unprecedented argument that Derrida’s reflections on the temporal
conditions of life in general imply that God, if there is any, necessarily is mortal." (Rodolphe Gasché SUNY
Buffalo)

"Especially admirable.Martin Hagglund's Radical Atheism: Derrida and the Time of Lifeis a decisive
rejoinder to those seeking to capture deconstruction for religion.” (Jonathan Culler preface to the 25th
anniversary edition of On Deconstruction)

"Hagglund writes so well, argues so persuasively, and clears the interpretative field in such a confident and
strident manner that if oneiswilling to engage thiswork it is hard not to be swept up by it and won over to
itsside. Indeed it is difficult not to think that Hagglund has figured out Derrida's logic like no one else really
has, that he has not so much put Derrida's thought in a nutshell as completely cracked the nut, and that no
one will be able to understand Derrida's work adequately without coming to terms with the arguments
Héagglund makes in thiswork. Arguing by means of both ajudicious use of Derrida's own works and a
relentless critique of many well-known commentators on Derrida, Hagglund shows the deficiencies of all
other interpretations of Derrida that fail to take into account the full implications of the trace and radical
finitude." (Michael Naas The New Centennial Review)

About the Author

Martin Hagglund is a Charlotte W. Newcombe Fellow in Comparative Literature at Cornell University. Heis
the author of Chronophobia: Essays on Time and Finitude, which was published in Swedish in 2002. In
Spring 2009, CR: The New Centennial Review will publish a special issue devoted to hiswork. Visit Martin
Hagglund's website: www.martinhagglund.se

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Miriam Ellis;

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add



your knowledge by the e-book entitled Radical Atheism: Derrida and the Time of Life (Meridian: Crossing
Aesthetics). Try to the actual book Radical Atheism: Derrida and the Time of Life (Meridian: Crossing
Aesthetics) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside that
course make you smarter than ever before. Y eah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Christine Flint:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Radical Atheism: Derrida and the Time of Life
(Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) as the daily resource information.

Claire Davis;

Reading areserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them isthis Radical Atheism:
Derridaand the Time of Life (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics).

Orville Hightower:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Radical Atheism: Derrida and the Time
of Life (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) to make your reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading expertiseis
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like
to open abook and go through it. Beside that the reserve Radical Atheism: Derridaand the Time of Life
(Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) can to be your friend when you're truly feel aone and confuse with what
must you're doing of that time.
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