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This classic collection of essays, first published in 1968, has had an enduring
impact on academic and public debates about criminal responsibility and criminal
punishment. Forty years on, its arguments are as powerful as ever. H.L.A. Hart
offers an alternative to retributive thinking about criminal punishment that
nevertheless preserves the central distinction between guilt and innocence. He
also provides an account of criminal responsibility that links the distinction
between guilt and innocence closely to the ideal of the rule of law, and thereby
attempts to by-pass unnerving debates about free will and determinism. Always
engaged with live issues of law and public policy, Hart makes difficult
philosophical puzzles accessible and immediate to a wide range of readers.

For this new edition, otherwise a reproduction of the original, John Gardner adds
an introduction engaging critically with Hart's arguments, and explaining the
continuing importance of Hart's ideas in spite of the intervening revival of
retributive thinking in both academic and policy circles.

Unavailable for ten years, the new edition of Punishment and Responsibility
makes available again the central text in the field for a new generation of
academics, students and professionals engaged in criminal justice and penal
policy.
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This classic collection of essays, first published in 1968, has had an enduring impact on academic and public
debates about criminal responsibility and criminal punishment. Forty years on, its arguments are as powerful
as ever. H.L.A. Hart offers an alternative to retributive thinking about criminal punishment that nevertheless
preserves the central distinction between guilt and innocence. He also provides an account of criminal
responsibility that links the distinction between guilt and innocence closely to the ideal of the rule of law,
and thereby attempts to by-pass unnerving debates about free will and determinism. Always engaged with
live issues of law and public policy, Hart makes difficult philosophical puzzles accessible and immediate to a
wide range of readers.

For this new edition, otherwise a reproduction of the original, John Gardner adds an introduction engaging
critically with Hart's arguments, and explaining the continuing importance of Hart's ideas in spite of the
intervening revival of retributive thinking in both academic and policy circles.

Unavailable for ten years, the new edition of Punishment and Responsibility makes available again the
central text in the field for a new generation of academics, students and professionals engaged in criminal
justice and penal policy.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Punishment and Responsibility is still regarded as one of the cornerstones of both penal philosophy and the
burgeoning field of criminal law theory in Britain, Australia, Israel and North America. Its idea of criminal
responsibility ... is the inspiration for or counterpoint to almost all serious scholarship in English in the field
published over the last 35 years."
--Nicola Lacey, A Life of H.L.A. Hart (OUP, 2004)

About the Author

The Late H.L.A. Hart was Professor of Jurisprudence in the University of Oxford from 1952 to 1968.
Subsequently he became Principal of Brasenose College, Oxford. His other major works include Causation
in the Law (with Tony Honoré, OUP 1959), The Concept of Law (OUP 1961) and Law, Liberty and
Morality (OUP 1963).
 John Gardner has been Professor of Jurisprudence in the University of Oxford since 2000. He is a former
Fellow of All Souls and Brasenose Colleges in Oxford, and has also taught at King's College London, Yale
Law School, Columbia Law School, and the University of Texas. His book Offences and Defences is
forthcoming from OUP.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marr:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Punishment and Responsibility: Essays in the Philosophy of Law.

Joyce Burke:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Punishment and Responsibility: Essays in
the Philosophy of Law is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.



Susan Rogers:

The book Punishment and Responsibility: Essays in the Philosophy of Law has a lot info on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Dwight Hancock:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Punishment and Responsibility: Essays in the Philosophy of
Law why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.
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