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Making Culture, Changing Society proposes a challenging new account of the
relations between culture and society focused on how particular forms of cultural
knowledge and expertise work on, order and transform society. Examining these
forms of culture’s action on the social as aspects of a historically distinctive
ensemble of cultural institutions, it considers the diverse ways in which culture
has been produced and mobilised as a resource for governing populations.

These concerns are illustrated in detailed case studies of how anthropological
conceptions of the relations between race and culture have shaped – and been
shaped by – the relationships between museums, fieldwork and governmental
programmes in early twentieth-century France and Australia. These are
complemented by a closely argued account of the relations between aesthetics
and governance that, in contrast to conventional approaches, interprets the
historical emergence of the autonomy of the aesthetic as vastly expanding the
range of art’s social uses.

In pursuing these concerns, particular attention is given to the role that the
cultural disciplines have played in making up and distributing the freedoms
through which modern forms of liberal government operate. An examination of
the place that has been accorded habit as a route into the regulation of conduct
within liberal social, cultural and political thought brings these questions into
sharp focus. The book will be of interest to students and scholars of sociology,
cultural studies, media studies, anthropology, museum and heritage studies,
history, art history and cultural policy studies.
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Making Culture, Changing Society proposes a challenging new account of the relations between culture and
society focused on how particular forms of cultural knowledge and expertise work on, order and transform
society. Examining these forms of culture’s action on the social as aspects of a historically distinctive
ensemble of cultural institutions, it considers the diverse ways in which culture has been produced and
mobilised as a resource for governing populations.

These concerns are illustrated in detailed case studies of how anthropological conceptions of the relations
between race and culture have shaped – and been shaped by – the relationships between museums, fieldwork
and governmental programmes in early twentieth-century France and Australia. These are complemented by
a closely argued account of the relations between aesthetics and governance that, in contrast to conventional
approaches, interprets the historical emergence of the autonomy of the aesthetic as vastly expanding the
range of art’s social uses.

In pursuing these concerns, particular attention is given to the role that the cultural disciplines have played in
making up and distributing the freedoms through which modern forms of liberal government operate. An
examination of the place that has been accorded habit as a route into the regulation of conduct within liberal
social, cultural and political thought brings these questions into sharp focus. The book will be of interest to
students and scholars of sociology, cultural studies, media studies, anthropology, museum and heritage
studies, history, art history and cultural policy studies.
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About the Author

Tony Bennett is Research Professor in Social and Cultural Theory in the Institute for Culture and Society at
the University of Western Sydney. His work has had a defining influence on contemporary debates in
cultural studies and cultural sociology. Making Culture, Changing Society builds on and extends his
distinctive perspective on the relations between culture and society developed in his The Birth of the
Museum; Culture: A Reformer’s Science; and Pasts Beyond Memory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ernest Maguire:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Making Culture,
Changing Society (CRESC) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Making Culture, Changing Society (CRESC)is the one of several books this
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Elisabeth McBee:

Exactly why? Because this Making Culture, Changing Society (CRESC) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Joseph Cosgrove:

You may spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Making Culture, Changing Society
(CRESC) is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you



will get when one buys this book.

Lorraine Vargas:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Making Culture, Changing Society
(CRESC) can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Making Culture, Changing Society
(CRESC).
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