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Love is awkward, as fans of Rainbow Rowell and E. Lockhart well know.
Funny and heartbreaking in equal measure, this grocery store romance was
a Morris Award Finalist for Best YA debut.

"Smart, honest and full of achingly real characters. And it made me laugh. What
else would you want in a book?" —Melina Marchetta, Printz Award-winning
author

From the moment Amelia sets eyes on Chris, she is a goner. Lost. Sunk. Head
over heels infatuated with him. It's problematic, since Chris, 21, is a sophisticated
university student, while Amelia, 15, is 15.

Amelia isn't stupid. She knows it's not gonna happen. So she plays it cool around
Chris—at least, as cool as she can. Working checkout together at the local
supermarket, they strike up a friendship: swapping life stories, bantering about
everything from classic books to B movies, and cataloging the many injustices of
growing up. As time goes on, Amelia's crush doesn't seem so one-sided anymore.
But if Chris likes her back, what then? Can two people in such different places in
life really be together?

Through a year of befuddling firsts—first love, first job, first party, and first
hangover—debut author Laura Buzo shows how the things that break your heart
can still crack you up.

"A sweet and scathingly funny love story." —Kirkus, Starred Review

From the Hardcover edition.
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Love is awkward, as fans of Rainbow Rowell and E. Lockhart well know. Funny and heartbreaking in
equal measure, this grocery store romance was a Morris Award Finalist for Best YA debut.

"Smart, honest and full of achingly real characters. And it made me laugh. What else would you want in a
book?" —Melina Marchetta, Printz Award-winning author

From the moment Amelia sets eyes on Chris, she is a goner. Lost. Sunk. Head over heels infatuated with
him. It's problematic, since Chris, 21, is a sophisticated university student, while Amelia, 15, is 15.

Amelia isn't stupid. She knows it's not gonna happen. So she plays it cool around Chris—at least, as cool as
she can. Working checkout together at the local supermarket, they strike up a friendship: swapping life
stories, bantering about everything from classic books to B movies, and cataloging the many injustices of
growing up. As time goes on, Amelia's crush doesn't seem so one-sided anymore. But if Chris likes her back,
what then? Can two people in such different places in life really be together?

Through a year of befuddling firsts—first love, first job, first party, and first hangover—debut author Laura
Buzo shows how the things that break your heart can still crack you up.

"A sweet and scathingly funny love story." —Kirkus, Starred Review

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 9-11-Sensitive and intelligent Amelia Hayes, 15, takes an after-school job at a local supermarket, and the
minute she meets university student Chris, who trains her to work the checkout, she's a goner. Alas, it's a
mostly one-sided infatuation. Amelia wants romance with the charming 21-year-old, but he is mourning a
failed relationship and sees Amelia only as a bright and funny "youngster." Over the course of a year, her
cringe-worthy crush persists, although she tries valiantly to hide it from Chris and the rest of the supermarket
crew, all of whom are quirky and deserve books of their own. Chris is busy working too many hours and
trying to avoid graduating and getting a real job by extending his coursework to include a second major. It's
abundantly clear that if there weren't such a dramatic age difference, the genuine friendship between Chris
and Amelia could have morphed into a heavy-duty romance, and this makes her plight even more painful.
The author captures all of the conflicting emotions of both characters by telling the story through Amelia's
eyes as well as through some of Chris's journal entries, which provide background information about his
failed love affair, his relationship with his family and friends, and his ambivalence about his future. There is
quite a lot of underage drinking and some funny discussions of pot use. The realistic conclusion is a bit
open-ended, which lends hope that there will be a sequel.-Susan Riley, Mount Kisco Public Library, NYα(c)
Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

From Booklist
The hot topic of romance on the job is at the center of this debut novel. Working at the checkout in her local
supermarket in Sydney, Australia, 15-year-old Amelia has a crush on her handsome supervisor, college
student Christopher. He likes the youngster, and they talk about classic books, movies, and more; but he is in
love with fellow worker Michaela. Or is his obsession with his supervisor, Kathy? With a big cast, this novel
from Australia takes on just about everything, mainly in Amelia’s first-person, present-tense narrative, with a
few detours into Chris’ long notebook entries and letters. Woven around the romance plots are issues about
feminism today: yes, mom can work, but why does she still have to do all the housework? What will hold
teens most is the charged, authentic, and awkward social scene at work. Amelia is not popular: is it because
she refuses to cozy? The realistic situations and questions will stay with readers. Grades 9-12. --Hazel
Rochman

Review
"Smart, honest and full of achingly real characters. And it made me laugh. What else would you want in a
book?" —Melina Marchetta, Printz Award-winning author of Jellicoe Road

"Charged, authentic, and awkward  . . . The realistic situations and questions will stay with readers."
—Booklist
 

From the Hardcover edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Robert Johnson:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Love and Other Perishable Items will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing.
But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Kathleen Bosarge:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Love and Other Perishable Items can be fine book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Shirley Davenport:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Love and Other Perishable Items was filled concerning science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Jack Lacasse:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book Love and Other Perishable Items we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people?
Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Love and Other Perishable Items. You can more appealing
than now.
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