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“Insidiously, compulsively readable.” — MSNBC

At the thirtieth reunion of the Darton Hall College class of 1969, ten old friends
join their classmates for a summer weekend of dancing, drinking, flirting,
reminiscing, and regret. The three decades since graduation have brought
marriage and divorce, children and careers, hopes deferred and replaced. July,
July tells the heart-rending and often hilarious story of men and women who
came into adulthood at a moment when American ideals and innocence began to
fade. These lives will ring familiar to anyone who has dreamed, worked, and
struggled to keep course toward a happy ending.

With humor and a sense of wistful hope, July, July speaks directly to the
American character and its resilience, striking deep at the emotional center of our
lives.

"A symphony of American life.” — All Things Considered, NPR

“A small-scale tour de force by an American origina . . . O'Brien is one of the
most accomplished members of a generation of writers that includes Don DeL.illo
and Thomas Pynchon.” — Atlanta Journal-Constitution

"Astonishing for [its] clarity of character, for [its] narrative thrills and surprises,
for [its] humor and hard-won wisdom . . . July, July gives readers plenty of
reasonsto celebrate.” — Chicago Sun-Times

"Perceptive, affectionate and often very funny." — Boston Herald

"A deeply satisfying story . . . O’ Brien isintelligent and daring, but heis also
eminently accessible.” — O, the Oprah Magazine

"Taut and compelling.” — Los Angeles Times Book Review
"Beautifully realized, heartbreakingly honest.” — Providence Journal-Bulletin

“Almost impossible to put down.” — Austin American-Statesman
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of ageneration of writersthat includes Don DeLillo and Thomas Pynchon.” — Atlanta Jour nal-Constitution

"Astonishing for [its] clarity of character, for [its] narrative thrills and surprises, for [its] humor and hard-
won wisdom . . . July, July gives readers plenty of reasonsto celebrate." — Chicago Sun-Times
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"A deeply satisfying story . . . O’ Brienisintelligent and daring, but heis also eminently accessible.” — O,
the Oprah Magazine

"Taut and compelling." — Los Angeles Times Book Review
"Beautifully realized, heartbreakingly honest." — Providence Journal-Bulletin
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Like The Big Chill, National Book Award winner O'Brien's latest novel is about a group of college students
from the radical days of the late 1960s. Assembled years later, the friends and acquaintances go through the
usual motions of reminiscing, regretting, lusting, laughing and crying. Unlike the gang from that 1983
movie, though, this group is not brought together to mourn the death of a mutual friend but rather a 30-year
classreunion. Y et they're still mourning, lamenting their lost youth, vibrancy, ideals, looks and health.
Among the ruins, however, they find old friends, common struggles and rekindled passions. Although thisis
more a group of interwoven short stories or character studies than atraditional novel, O'Brien (The Things
They Carried) fully fleshes out each character with aplomb. Actor and experienced audiobook reader Sanders
offers a smooth and knowing delivery. His cynical, dry, yet humorous tone perfectly matches O'Brien's
prose. The surface of this comic tale seems jaded and despairing, but sympathy, camaraderie, solidarity and
love run deeply throughout.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

The 30th reunion of Darton Hall College gives O'Brien the chance to play with a host of troubled characters.
If you think you've seen this before, you're right: it was excerpted in The New Y orker and Esquire.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

"What Went Wrong," the deadpan title of one O'Brien's chapters, could be the slogan for the class of 1969,
gathered in July, July for their 40th reunion. There's drinking, dancing, and groping, but the cheer isfalse;
what's real is divorce, addiction, dashed hopes, boredom, mental illness, and failing bodies. The revelers
dialogue is witty, but their youthful contempt for any sort of spirituality has not aged well. They seem
shallow and, bereft even of their good looks, irrelevant. A few have children but take no pride in them. They
have no social conscience. They aren't worried about global warming. In fact, thereislittle of interest to say
about the reunion, but thankfully, O'Brien breaks off from the festivitiesto flesh out individual lives. There's
the lonely senior center activities director in Tucson, whose repressed lust draws her into a mawkish but
effective horror story south of the border. One of O'Brien's most attractive characters steps from the pages of
his now classic The Things They Carried: a Vietnam vet--and amputee--who tries to silence the voices he
hears with drugs. There's the bored suburban wife who flies away for an affair and then must deal with her
lover's death; and the couple on their honeymoon, who hit alucky streak at a casino, only to discover they
aren't even dightly inlove. In fact, July, July is aterrific story collection, but as anovel, whileit is not
exactly afailure, it disappoints. Maybe that's because the mirror O'Brien holds up to these folks in their
fifties reveals only narcissists. John Mort

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Hubert Ray:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has adifferent type. Asit is known to usthat book isimportant matter to bring us around the world.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication July, July will make you to
possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in
which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Shawn Midkiff:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject July, July suitable to
you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled July, Julyis one of several books
this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-
book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in
the smple way, so al of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Eleanor Williams:

This July, July is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentencesin it. So if you
areread that hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having July, July in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So, it is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Bruce Delvalle:

Isit anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This July, July can be the response, oh how comes?
The new book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh
erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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