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Hamlet

One of the most famous plays of al time, the compelling tragedy of the young
prince of Denmark who must reconcile his longing for oblivion with his duty to
avenge his father’s murder is one of Shakespeare’s greatest works. The ghost,
Ophelia s death and burial, the play within a play, and the breathtaking
swordplay are just some of the elements that make Hamlet a masterpiece of the
theater.

Othello

This great tragedy of unsurpassed intensity and emotion is played out against
Renai ssance splendor. The doomed marriage of Desdemonato the Moor Othello
isthe focus of a storm of tension, incited by the consummately evil villain lago,
that culminates in one of the most deeply moving scenes in theatrical history.

King Lear

Here is the famous and moving tragedy of a king who foolishly divides his
kingdom between his two wicked daughters and estranges himself from the
young daughter who loves him—atheatrical spectacle of outstanding proportions.

Macbeth

No dramatist has ever seen with more frightening clarity into the heart and mind
of amurderer than has Shakespeare in this brilliant and bloody tragedy of evil.
Taunted into asserting his “masculinity” by his ambitious wife, Macbeth chooses
to embrace the Weird Sisters' prophecy and kill his king—and thus, seals his own
doom.

Each Edition Includes:

» Comprehensive explanatory notes

* Vivid introductions and the most up-to-date scholarship

» Clear, modernized spelling and punctuation, enabling contemporary readers to
understand the Elizabethan English

» Completely updated, detailed bibliographies and performance histories

* Aninterpretive essay on film adaptations of the play, along with an extensive
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Hamlet

One of the most famous plays of al time, the compelling tragedy of the young prince of Denmark who must
reconcile hislonging for oblivion with his duty to avenge his father’s murder is one of Shakespeare's
greatest works. The ghost, Ophelia s death and burial, the play within a play, and the breathtaking swordplay
are just some of the elements that make Hamlet a masterpiece of the theater.

Othello

This great tragedy of unsurpassed intensity and emotion is played out against Renaissance splendor. The
doomed marriage of Desdemonato the Moor Othello is the focus of a storm of tension, incited by the
consummately evil villain lago, that culminates in one of the most deeply moving scenes in theatrical
history.

King Lear

Here is the famous and moving tragedy of a king who foolishly divides his kingdom between his two wicked
daughters and estranges himself from the young daughter who loves him—a theatrical spectacle of
outstanding proportions.

Machbeth

No dramatist has ever seen with more frightening clarity into the heart and mind of a murderer than has
Shakespeare in this brilliant and bloody tragedy of evil. Taunted into asserting his “masculinity” by his
ambitious wife, Macbeth chooses to embrace the Weird Sisters' prophecy and kill his king—and thus, seals
his own doom.

Each Edition Includes:

» Comprehensive explanatory notes

« Vivid introductions and the most up-to-date scholarship

* Clear, modernized spelling and punctuation, enabling contemporary readers to understand the Elizabethan
English

» Completely updated, detailed bibliographies and performance histories

» An interpretive essay on film adaptations of the play, along with an extensive filmography
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher

An exciting new edition of the complete works of Shakespeare with these features: Illustrated with
photographs from New Y ork Shakespeare Festival productions, vivid readable readable introductions for
each play by noted scholar David Bevington, alively personal foreword by Joseph Papp, an insightful essay
on the play in performance, modern spelling and pronunciation, up-to-date annotated bibliographies, and
convenient listing of key passages.

From the Inside Flap

HAMLET

One of the most famous plays of al time, the compelling tragedy of the young prince of Denmark who must
reconcile hislonging for oblivion with his duty to avenge his father's murder is one of Shakespeare's greatest
works. The ghost, Ophelia's death and burial, the play within aplay, and the breathtaking swordplay are just
some of the elements that make Hamlet a masterpiece of the theater.

OTHELLO

This great tragedy of unsurpassed intensity and emationis

played out against Renaissance splendor. The doomed marriage

of Desdemonato the Moor Othello is the focus of a storm of tension, incited by the consummately evil
villain lago, that culminatesin one of the most deeply moving scenes in theatrical history.

KING LEAR

Here is the famous and moving tragedy of a king who foolishly divides his kingdom between his two wicked
daughters and estranges himself from the young daughter who loves him-a theatrical spectacle of outstanding
proportions.

MACBETH

No dramatist has ever seen with more frightening clarity into the heart and mind of a murderer than has
Shakespeare in this brilliant and bloody tragedy of evil. Taunted into asserting his "masculinity” by his
ambitious wife, Macbeth chooses to embrace the Weird Sisters' prophecy and kill his king-and thus, seals his
own doom.

Each Edition Includes:

- Comprehensive explanatory notes

- Vivid introductions and the most up-to-date scholarship

- Clear, modernized spelling and punctuation, enabling contemporary readers to understand the Elizabethan
English

- Completely updated, detailed bibliographies and performance histories

- Aninterpretive essay on film adaptations of the play, alongwith an extensive filmography

About the Author

William Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon in April 1564, and his birth is traditionally celebrated
on April 23. Thefacts of hislife, known from surviving documents, are sparse. He was one of eight children
born to John Shakespeare, a merchant of some standing in his community. William probably went to the
King' s New School in Stratford, but he had no university education. In November 1582, at the age of
eighteen, he married Anne Hathaway, eight years his senior, who was pregnant with their first child,
Susanna. She was born on May 26, 1583. Twins, aboy, Hamnet ( who would die at age eleven), and agirl,
Judith, were born in 1585. By 1592 Shakespeare had gone to London working as an actor and already known
as aplaywright. A rival dramatist, Robert Greene, referred to him as *an upstart crow, beautified with our



feathers.” Shakespeare became a principal shareholder and playwright of the successful acting troupe, the
Lord Chamberlain’s Men (later under James |, called the King’'s Men). In 1599 the Lord Chamberlain’s Men
built and occupied the Globe Theater in Southwark near the Thames River. Here many of Shakespeare's
plays were performed by the most famous actors of histime, including Richard Burbage, Will Kempe, and
Rabert Armin. In addition to his 37 plays, Shakespeare had a hand in others, including Sr Thomas More and
The Two Noble Kinsmen, and he wrote poems, including Venus and Adonis and The Rape of Lucrece. His
154 sonnets were published, probably without his authorization, in 1609. In 1611 or 1612 he gave up his
lodgingsin London and devoted more and more time to retirement in Stratford, though he continued writing
such plays as The Tempest and Henry VI1 until about 1613. He died on April 23 1616, and was buried in
Holy Trinity Church, Stratford. No collected edition of his plays was published during his life-time, but in
1623 two members of his acting company, John Heminges and Henry Condell, put together the great
collection now called the First Folio.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shawn Francis:

The guide with title Four Tragedies: Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, Macbeth (Bantam Classics) contains alot
of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book. This specific book
exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today.
That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Robert Nguyen:

Y ou can spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Four Tragedies: Hamlet, Othello, King
Lear, Macbeth (Bantam Classics) is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It ismake you easier to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

CarrieFrancis:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Four Tragedies: Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, Macbeth
(Bantam Classics) can give you alot of friends because by you considering this one book you have factor
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? L et me have Four Tragedies. Hamlet,
Othello, King Lear, Macbeth (Bantam Classics).



Pedro Lewis:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Four Tragedies: Hamlet, Othello, King Lear,
Macbeth (Bantam Classics) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book
Four Tragedies: Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, Macbeth (Bantam Classics) has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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