Working-Class Heroes: Protecting Home,

=== Community, and Nation in a Chicago
— Neighborhood

By Maria Kefalas

Read Online ©

Working-Class Her oes: Protecting Home, Community, and Nation in a
Chicago Neighborhood By MariaKefalas

Chicago's Southwest Side is one of the last remaining footholds for the city's
white working class, alittle-studied and little-understood segment of the
American population. This book paints a nuanced and complex portrait of the
firefighters, police officers, stay-at-home mothers, and office workersliving in
the stable working-class community known as Beltway. Building on the classic
Chicago School of urban studies and incorporating new perspectives from
cultural geography and sociology, Maria Kefalas considers the significance of
home, community, and nation for Beltway residents.
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Chicago's Southwest Side is one of the last remaining footholds for the city's white working class, alittle-
studied and little-understood segment of the American population. This book paints a nuanced and complex
portrait of the firefighters, police officers, stay-at-home mothers, and office workers living in the stable
working-class community known as Beltway. Building on the classic Chicago School of urban studies and
incorporating new perspectives from cultural geography and sociology, Maria Kefa as considers the
significance of home, community, and nation for Beltway residents.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Ethnography rarely penetrates this deeply.”

From the Inside Flap

"Scrubbing behind their refrigerators, manicuring their lawns, reciting the pledge of allegiance in rainy
parking lots, the people of Beltway mold their community with precision and grace. Firm in their convictions
about what makes up a decent placeto live, and fierce in their efforts to protect this place from the forces
that threaten it, Beltway's residents have found in Kefalas a sharp-eyed yet sympathetic interpreter of their
behavior, their homes, and their dreams. Ethnography rarely penetrates this deeply."—Wendy Griswold,
author of Bearing Witness

"The perspective of working or lower-middle class whites on issues of race and culture is often ignored,
misunderstood or treated with contempt by social scientists. Kefalas's perceptive portraya and penetrating
analysis of awhite working-class neighborhood in Chicago provides an important and much needed contrast.
In this well-written book, Kefalas advances our understanding of the socioeconomic insecurities of ordinary
white Americansin a changing urban world and shows how these insecurities influence their world views
and efforts to provide meaning and order in their daily lives."—William Julius Wilson, author of The Bridge
over the Racial Divide

"Not since Jonathan Rieder's Canarsie has an urban ethnographer presented as nuanced an examination of
the defended working-class neighborhood and its inhabitants. Kefalas's meticulous Chicago fieldwork argues
that her subjects rise above the old racial order as they fight against crime and other threats. Working-Class
Heroes will provoke endless seminar discussion and debate, and ongoing research. It establishes its author as
an important new voice in urban ethnography."—Mitchell Duneier, author of Sdewalk and Sim's Table

"Working Class Heroes is an important and original contribution because it demonstrates very convincingly
how the stable white lower-middle class defines its identity and its status through its environment and how
group boundaries are shaped by ecological factors. As defenders of civilization living in an imperiled world,
the workers Kefalas studied believe an immaculate household, a well-maintained property, a clean and safe
neighborhood, and a righteous nation are worth living and fighting for. Her skillful ethnography truly
captures the complexity of their cultural world and clarifies neglected aspects of the cultural dimension of
inequality."—Michele Lamont, author of The Dignity of Working Men: Morality and the Boundaries of
Race, Class, and Immigration

From the Back Cover

"Scrubbing behind their refrigerators, manicuring their lawns, reciting the pledge of allegiance in rainy
parking lots, the people of Beltway mold their community with precision and grace. Firm in their convictions
about what makes up a decent placeto live, and fierce in their efforts to protect this place from the forces
that threaten it, Beltway's residents have found in Kefalas a sharp-eyed yet sympathetic interpreter of their
behavior, their homes, and their dreams. Ethnography rarely penetrates this deeply."--Wendy Griswold,
author of "Bearing Witness

"The perspective of working or lower-middle class whites on issues of race and culture is often ignored,



misunderstood or treated with contempt by social scientists. Kefalas's perceptive portrayal and penetrating
analysis of awhite working-class neighborhood in Chicago provides an important and much needed contrast.
In this well-written book, Kefalas advances our understanding of the socioeconomic insecurities of ordinary
white Americans in a changing urban world and shows how these insecurities influence their world views
and efforts to provide meaning and order in their daily lives."--William Julius Wilson, author of "The Bridge
over the Racial Divide

"Not since Jonathan Rieder's "Canarsie has an urban ethnographer presented as nuanced an examination of
the defended working-class neighborhood and its inhabitants. Kefalas's meticulous Chicago fieldwork argues
that her subjects rise above the old racial order as they fight against crime and other threats. "Working-Class
Heroes will provoke endless seminar discussion and debate, and ongoing research. It establishes its author as
an important new voice in urbanethnography."--Mitchell Duneier, author of "Sidewalk and "Slim's Table

""Working Class Heroes is an important and original contribution because it demonstrates very convincingly
how the stable white lower-middle class defines its identity and its status through its environment and how
group boundaries are shaped by ecological factors. As defenders of civilization living in an imperiled world,
the workers K efalas studied believe an immaculate household, a well-maintained property, a clean and safe
neighborhood, and a righteous nation are worth living and fighting for. Her skillful ethnography truly
captures the complexity of their cultural world and clarifies neglected aspects of the cultural dimension of
inequality."--Michele Lamont, author of "The Dignity of Working Men: Morality and the Boundaries of
Race, Class, and Immigration

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Fred Ashman:

Here thing why that Working-Class Heroes. Protecting Home, Community, and Nation in a Chicago
Neighborhood are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining abook is good nevertheless it
depends in the content than it which isthe content is as tasty as food or not. Working-Class Heroes:
Protecting Home, Community, and Nation in a Chicago Neighborhood giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Working-Class
Heroes: Protecting Home, Community, and Nation in a Chicago Neighborhood. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. If
you are having difficultiesin bringing the branded book maybe the form of Working-Class Heroes:
Protecting Home, Community, and Nation in a Chicago Neighborhood in e-book can be your substitute.

Patty Shield:

This book untitled Working-Class Heroes: Protecting Home, Community, and Nation in a Chicago
Neighborhood to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this
publication you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this book from your list.



Janet Thaxton:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Working-Class
Heroes: Protecting Home, Community, and Nation in a Chicago Neighborhood that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as
the method for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always
be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Working-
Class Heroes: Pratecting Home, Community, and Nation in a Chicago Neighborhood become your current
Starter.

Betty Guinn:

The book untitled Working-Class Heroes: Protecting Home, Community, and Nation in a Chicago
Neighborhood contain alot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The
book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can
read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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