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Vietnam was America's most divisive and unsuccessful foreign war. It was also
thefirst to be televised and the first of the modern era fought without military
censorship. From the earliest days of the Kennedy-Johnson escalation right up to
the American withdrawal, and even today, the mediasrolein Vietnam has
continued to be intensely controversial. The "Uncensored War" gives arichly
detailed account of what Americans read and watched about Vietnam. Hallin
draws on the complete body of the New York Times coverage from 1961 to 1965,
asample of hundreds of television reports from 1965-73, including television
coverage filmed by the Defense Department in the early years of the war, and
interviews with many of the journalists who reported it, to give a powerful
critique of the conventional wisdom, both conservative and liberal, about the
media and Vietnam. Far from being a consistent adversary of government policy
in Vietnam, Hallin shows, the media were closely tied to official perspectives
throughout the war, though divisions in the government itself and contradictions
in its public relations policies caused every administration, at certain times, to
loseits ability to "manage" the news effectively. Asfor television, it neither
showed the "literal horror of war," nor did it play aleading role in the collapse of
support: it presented a highly idealized picture of the war in the early years, and
shifted toward a more critical view only after public unhappiness and elite
divisions over the war were well advanced. The "Uncensored War" is essential
reading for anyone interested in the history of the Vietnam war or the role of the
mediain contemporary American politics.

A groundbreaking study of the media's influence on the Vietnam War

-Overturns the conventional notions about the medias role in the war

-Draws directly on a huge body of newspaper and TV coverage
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Vietnam was America's most divisive and unsuccessful foreign war. It was also the first to be televised and
the first of the modern era fought without military censorship. From the earliest days of the Kennedy-
Johnson escalation right up to the American withdrawal, and even today, the mediasrole in Vietnam has
continued to be intensely controversial. The "Uncensored War" gives arichly detailed account of what
Americans read and watched about Vietnam. Hallin draws on the complete body of the New York Times
coverage from 1961 to 1965, a sample of hundreds of television reports from 1965-73, including television
coverage filmed by the Defense Department in the early years of the war, and interviews with many of the
journalists who reported it, to give a powerful critique of the conventional wisdom, both conservative and
liberal, about the media and Vietnam. Far from being a consistent adversary of government policy in
Vietnam, Hallin shows, the media were closely tied to official perspectives throughout the war, though
divisionsin the government itself and contradictionsin its public relations policies caused every
administration, at certain times, to lose its ability to "manage” the news effectively. Asfor television, it
neither showed the "literal horror of war," nor did it play aleading rolein the collapse of support: it
presented a highly idealized picture of the war in the early years, and shifted toward a more critical view
only after public unhappiness and elite divisions over the war were well advanced. The "Uncensored War" is
essential reading for anyone interested in the history of the Vietnam war or the role of the mediain
contemporary American politics.

A groundbreaking study of the media's influence on the Vietnam War

-Overturns the conventional notions about the mediasrolein the war

-Draws directly on a huge body of newspaper and TV coverage
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Editorial Review
Review

"A first-rate book which throws new light on the topic...based on scholarly analysis of what actually was
published and broadcast, judged in the context of historical events.... Thefirst serious revisionist history of
the role of the pressin Vietnam."--The Washington Post Book World. "The value of Hallin's study lies not
only in hisresearch but also in his grasp of the real failure of American journalism in Vietham--afailureto
giveits readers or viewers even the most rudimentary understanding of the real issues and true nature of the
war."--The Philadelphia Inquirer. "This splendid study of the way the media actually covered the war is
among the best and most important books published on the war in Vietham."--History Book Review

From the Inside Flap

"Therole of the U.S. pressin the Vietham war, the subject of persistent controversy for more than a decade,
raises important issues for journalism, government and American society as awhole. Here is afirst-rate book
which throws new light on the topic rather than generating more passion and which is based on scholarly
analysis of what actually was published and broadcast, judged in the context of historical events."

--Don Obardorfer, Washington Post Book World

"A rigorous look at media coverage and performance. . . . Thisisabook worth reading--must reading for
those who have made up their minds about the press and Vietnam. It may change some minds, or at |east
open them up abit."

--Col. Wallace B. Eberhard, Military Review

"Hallin's well-written, important study shows the real meaning of press-government relations during the
Vietnam eraisto be found not in their controversies, but in the failure of historical understanding common to
both sides.”

--Arnold R. Isaacs, Philadelphia Inquirer

About the Author

Daniel C. Hallin is Assistant Professor of Palitical Science at the University of California, San Diego.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Scott Barbour:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the erawhich is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know what type you should start with. This The Uncensored War: The Media and the Vietnam is



our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Sarah Tomczak:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn abook you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The The Uncensored War: The Media and the Vietnam provide you with new experience in reading
abook.

Julia Hanson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might haveitin e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Uncensored War: The Media and the Vietnam can
give you alot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The Uncensored War: The
Media and the Vietnam.

Christopher Lar sen:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Uncensored War: The Media
and the Vietnam or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especialy. Those
textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes The Uncensored War: The Media and the Vietham to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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