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The second and first centuries B.C. were a critical period in Chinese
history—they saw the birth and development of the new Chinese empire and its
earliest expansion and acquisition of frontier territories.
 
But for almost two thousand years, because of gaps in the available records, this
essential chapter in the history was missing. Fortunately, with the discovery
during the last century of about sixty thousand Han-period documents in Central
Asia and western China preserved on strips of wood and bamboo, scholars have
been able, for the first time, to put together many of the missing pieces.
 
In this second volume of his monumental history, Chun-shu Chang provides the
first systematic reconstruction of the history of the acquisitions and colonization
undertaken by the Chinese empire. In never before seen detail, Chang discusses
the actions taken by the Chinese empire to develop the Han frontier: the
government promoted massive immigration to the newly conquered virgin land;
an innovative and complex garrison system was created; and civil institutions and
a land system, as well as a regular imperial administration, were established over
the region. Chang investigates the long and massive campaigns of the Han
territorial expansion movement, considers the impact of early nation-building,
and explores the formation and growth of the Chinese empire and its changing
national identity. Chang’s comprehensive reconstruction of ancient and early
Imperial Chinese history, based on literary, archaeological, and recently
discovered ancient texts and classics, reveals the process and mechanics of the
Han frontier development through an innovative and complex system of
colonization, the core mechanics of the Han empire-building enterprise.
 
Chun-shu Chang is Professor of History at the University of Michigan and is
the author, with Shelley Hsueh-lun Chang, of Crisis and Transformation in
Seventeenth-Century China and Redefining History: Ghosts, Spirits, and Human
Society in P’u Sung-ling’s World, 1640 – 1715.
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"An extraordinary survey of the political and administrative history of early
imperial China, which makes available a body of evidence and scholarship
otherwise inaccessible to English-readers. The underpinning of research is truly
stupendous.”
—Ray Van Dam, Professor, Department of History, University of Michigan
 
“Powerfully argues from literary and archaeological records that empire,
modeled on Han paradigms, has largely defined Chinese civilization ever since.”

—Joanna Waley-Cohen, Professor, Department of History, New York University
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The second and first centuries B.C. were a critical period in Chinese history—they saw the birth and
development of the new Chinese empire and its earliest expansion and acquisition of frontier territories.
 
But for almost two thousand years, because of gaps in the available records, this essential chapter in the
history was missing. Fortunately, with the discovery during the last century of about sixty thousand Han-
period documents in Central Asia and western China preserved on strips of wood and bamboo, scholars have
been able, for the first time, to put together many of the missing pieces.
 
In this second volume of his monumental history, Chun-shu Chang provides the first systematic
reconstruction of the history of the acquisitions and colonization undertaken by the Chinese empire. In never
before seen detail, Chang discusses the actions taken by the Chinese empire to develop the Han frontier: the
government promoted massive immigration to the newly conquered virgin land; an innovative and complex
garrison system was created; and civil institutions and a land system, as well as a regular imperial
administration, were established over the region. Chang investigates the long and massive campaigns of the
Han territorial expansion movement, considers the impact of early nation-building, and explores the
formation and growth of the Chinese empire and its changing national identity. Chang’s comprehensive
reconstruction of ancient and early Imperial Chinese history, based on literary, archaeological, and recently
discovered ancient texts and classics, reveals the process and mechanics of the Han frontier development
through an innovative and complex system of colonization, the core mechanics of the Han empire-building
enterprise.
 
Chun-shu Chang is Professor of History at the University of Michigan and is the author, with Shelley
Hsueh-lun Chang, of Crisis and Transformation in Seventeenth-Century China and Redefining History:
Ghosts, Spirits, and Human Society in P’u Sung-ling’s World, 1640 – 1715.
 
"An extraordinary survey of the political and administrative history of early imperial China, which makes
available a body of evidence and scholarship otherwise inaccessible to English-readers. The underpinning of
research is truly stupendous.”
—Ray Van Dam, Professor, Department of History, University of Michigan
 
“Powerfully argues from literary and archaeological records that empire, modeled on Han paradigms, has
largely defined Chinese civilization ever since.”

—Joanna Waley-Cohen, Professor, Department of History, New York University
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Chun-shu Chang is Professor of History at the University of Michigan and is the author, with Shelley Hsueh-
lun Chang, of Crisis and Transformation in Seventeenth-Century China and Redefining History: Ghosts,
Spirits, and Human Society in P'u Sung-ling's World, 1640-1715.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Gentile:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline The Rise of
the Chinese Empire: Frontier, Immigration, and Empire in Han China, 130 B.C.-A.D.157 suitable to you?
The book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Rise of the Chinese
Empire: Frontier, Immigration, and Empire in Han China, 130 B.C.-A.D.157is a single of several books
which everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This
book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world
on this book.

Thomas Garcia:

The book The Rise of the Chinese Empire: Frontier, Immigration, and Empire in Han China, 130 B.C.-
A.D.157 will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you.
The book The Rise of the Chinese Empire: Frontier, Immigration, and Empire in Han China, 130 B.C.-
A.D.157 is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

Clarence Ross:

The Rise of the Chinese Empire: Frontier, Immigration, and Empire in Han China, 130 B.C.-A.D.157 can be
one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Rise of the Chinese Empire: Frontier, Immigration, and Empire in Han China,
130 B.C.-A.D.157 although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial imagining.



Dolores Wade:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of
book The Rise of the Chinese Empire: Frontier, Immigration, and Empire in Han China, 130 B.C.-A.D.157.
You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It
can bring you from one destination to other place.
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