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Who says pigs don’t dance? They do if they’re determined to foil the plans of an
evil witch who wants to cook two little girls and eat them for dinner. Bestselling
author Judy Sierraturns this Balinese Hansel and Gretel story into a boisterous
adventure compl ete with a graceful dancing pig, an ingenious talking mouse, a
mel odious frog band--and a frightful witch who gets her just desserts!
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

PreSchool-Grade 3-Using a common motif, this Balinese folktale tells of a mother who leaves her twin
daughters home alone with awarning against opening the door to strangers. An ogress poses as the girls
mother, tricks them into unlocking the door, and carries them off with the intention of cooking them. When
the mother finds her children gone, help comes from the family's pig, who promises to bring the sisters home
safely. To accomplish the rescue, the animal dresses up in a sarong and is accompanied by atiny frog band
and amouse bearing atorch. The odd little procession succeeds in drawing the ogress out of her house to
dance while the mouse frees the twins. The vibrant acrylic, watercolor, and gouache illustrations represent
the flora, fauna, and costumes accurately in an appropriate folk-art style. The charms of the book include the
sarong-draped pig dancing and peeking coyly over her fan; the frog band; and the small, helpful mouse. The
ogress Rangsasa, with flamelike hair and clawlike, red nails, is suitably scary but, in true folklore style,
perishesin the flames of her house. A source note lends authority, a brief statement gives cultural
background information, and a pronunciation guide helps with unfamiliar words though it does not give
definitions. An additional purchase, particularly for larger folklore collections.

Kate McClelland, Perrot Memorial Library, Greenwich, CT

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Twin sisters Klodan and Klonching must stay at home while their mother goes to sell seeds in the market.
Lurking in the forest shadows is the Rangsasa, an ogress who would like to snatch them away. Mother
admonishes," When | return | will knock on the door three times and say, "Klodan, Klonching. It's your
mother. Let mein." How the Rangsasa manages to trick the sisters--and how their mother, with the help of
the dancing pig, comes to the rescue--is what sets thislovely tale from Bali apart from thematically similar
stories. Sierra, aprofessional storyteller, deftly catches the rhythm, humor, and suspense of an oral tale. Her
well-paced prose is sprinkled with Balinese words; a pronunciation guide is thoughtfully included.
Sweetwater's bright, patterned illustrations sometimes fall short in their underlying use of line and color, but
they lovingly depict the warmth between mother and daughters, as well as the whimsy inherent in a dancing
pig and four frog musicians. An interesting, charming addition to any folktale collection. Tim Arnold

From Kirkus Reviews

Sierrasretelling of this Balinese folktale has a kind of mesmerizing uninflected delivery that chugs
attractively along, while Sweetwater's artwork flickers with vivid folk imagery draped in tropical colors.
Klodan and Klonching care so much for the family pig that they dance the classic Legong to keep it
entertained. Also benefiting from the liquid movements and kindnesses of the girls are the house mouse and
the band of frogs who provide the beat for the dance. An ogress, the Rangsasa, jealously watches the
proceedings from the woods until one day when the girls mother must go to the market to scare up some
cash for the family needs. The Rangsasa tricks the girlsinto opening the doorwhich their mother had
expressly forbiddenand steals them off to her cottage to eat them. The animalsintervene in a crafty maneuver
that involves the pig's entrancing interpretation of the Legong. The girls are freed and they make off with a
boodle of the ogress's wealthshe won't need it, having been engulfed in the flames of her cottageasisjust. If
abit tidy and pat, thisis a culturally transporting tale from arealm that most readers will find quite exotic.
(glossary) (Picture book. 4-8) -- Copyright ©1999, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Calvin Baker:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider when those information which isinside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Dancing Pig as the daily resource information.

Scott Halpin:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic
asin the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be The Dancing Pig why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Christopher Riley:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these us novel, comics,
along with soon. The The Dancing Pig will give you new experience in studying a book.

Lisa Bentley:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book The Dancing Pig was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to
add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern era
like today, many waysto get book you wanted.
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