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Hunter S. Thompson's legions of fans have waited a decade for this book.

They will not be disappointed. His notorious  Screwjack is as salacious,
unsettling, and brutally lyrical as it has been rumored to be since the private
printing in 1991 of three hundred fine collectors' copies and twenty-six leather-
bound presentation copies. Only the first of the three pieces included here --
"Mescalito," published in Thompson's 1990 collection Songs of the Doomed --
has been available to the public, making the trade edition of Screwjack a major
publishing event.
"We live in a jungle of pending disasters," Thompson warns in "Mescalito," a
chronicle of his first mescaline experience and what it sparked in him while he
was alone in an L.A. hotel room in February 1969 -- including a bout of paranoia
that would have made most people just scream no, once and for all. But for
Thompson, along with the downside came a burst of creativity too powerful to
ignore. The result is a poetic, perceptive, and wildly funny stream-of-
consciousness take on 1969 America as only Hunter S. Thompson could see it.
Screwjack just gets weirder with its second offering, "Death of a Poet." As
Thompson describes this trailer-park confrontation with the dark side of a
deservingly doomed friend: "Whoops, I thought. Welcome to the night train."
The heart of the collection lies in its final, title piece, an unnaturally poignant
love story. What makes the romantic tale "Screwjack" so touching, for all its
queerness, is the aching melancholy in its depiction of the modern man's burden:
that "we are doomed. Mama has gone off to Real Estate School
...and after that maybe even to Law School. We will never see her again."
Ostensibly written by Raoul Duke, "Screwjack" begins with an editor's note
explaining of Thompson's alter ego that "the first few lines contain no warning of
the madness and fear and lust that came more and more to plague him and
dominate his life...." "I am guilty, Lord," Thompson writes, "but I am also a lover
-- and I am one of your best people, as you know; and yea tho I have walked in
many strange shadows and acted crazy from time to time and even drooled on
many High Priests, I have not been an embarrassment to you...."
Nor has Hunter S. Thompson been to American literature. Quite the contrary:
What the legendary Gonzo journalist proves with Screwjack is just how brilliant
a prose stylist he really is, amid all the hilarity. As Thompson puts it in his
introduction, the three stories here "build like Bolero to a faster & wilder climax
that will drag the reader relentlessly up a hill, & then drop him off a cliff....That
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is the Desired Effect".
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Hunter S. Thompson was born and raised in Louisville, Kentucky. His books include Hell's Angels, Fear and
Loathing at Rolling Stone, Fear and Loathing on the Campaign Trail '72, The Rum Diary, and Better than
Sex. He died in February 2005.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur Elsberry:

The book Screwjack: A Short Story gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use
to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Screwjack: A
Short Story to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a reserve
Screwjack: A Short Story. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Maureen Jones:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one having theme
for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Screwjack: A Short Story is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

Patricia Thomas:

This book untitled Screwjack: A Short Story to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past
this guide from your list.

Edna McArdle:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Screwjack: A Short Story can give you a lot of close



friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like
an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Screwjack: A Short Story.
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