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A KINGDOM IN PERIL

The Saudi royal family has survived the events of the Arab Spring intact and
unscathed. Any mgjor upheavals were ostensibly averted with the help of oil
revenues, while the Kingdom's influential clerics conveniently declared all forms
of protest to be against Islam. Saudi dollars bent events to the Kingdom's will in
the Arab world-particularly in Syria, Y emen and Bahrain, but also in Egypt and
Lebanon, Saudi cash has had a profound impact.

Doesthismean that al iswell in Saudi Arabiaitself, which has an extremely
youthful population ruled by a gerontocracy? Problems endemic in Egypt,
Tunisiaand Syria-youth unemployment, corruption and repression-are also
evident in the Kingdom and while young Saudis may not yet be taking to the
streets, on Twitter and Facebook their discontent is manifest.

Saudi Arabiaremains the dominant player in the Gulf, and the fall of the House
of Saud would have expl osive repercussions on the GCC while the knock-on
effect worldwide would be immeasurable. Saudi Arabiaisthe only oil exporter
capable of acting as a 'swing producer’, afact of which this book reminds us.
Aarts and Roelants have drawn a compelling picture of aMiddle East power
which, while not presently endangered, may soon deviate from the trgjectory
established by the House of Saud.
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The Saudi royal family has survived the events of the Arab Spring intact and unscathed. Any major
upheavals were ostensibly averted with the help of oil revenues, while the Kingdom's influential clerics
conveniently declared all forms of protest to be against Islam. Saudi dollars bent eventsto the Kingdom's
will in the Arab world-particularly in Syria, Y emen and Bahrain, but also in Egypt and Lebanon, Saudi cash
has had a profound impact.

Doesthismean that all iswell in Saudi Arabiaitself, which has an extremely youthful population ruled by a
gerontocracy? Problems endemic in Egypt, Tunisiaand Syria-youth unemployment, corruption and
repression-are also evident in the Kingdom and while young Saudis may not yet be taking to the streets, on
Twitter and Facebook their discontent is manifest.

Saudi Arabiaremains the dominant player in the Gulf, and the fall of the House of Saud would have
explosive repercussions on the GCC while the knock-on effect worl dwide would be immeasurable. Saudi
Arabiaisthe only oil exporter capable of acting as a 'swing producer', afact of which this book reminds us.
Aarts and Roelants have drawn a compelling picture of aMiddle East power which, while not presently
endangered, may soon deviate from the trajectory established by the House of Saud.
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Editorial Review
Review

"A lively narrative that conveys awealth of information in an easily accessible way. Their chapters cover a
spectrum of topics including oil, education, the demographic time-bomb...the 'digital explosion’ of social
media, and 'the two-edged sword of Islam’ that permits troublesome clerics to criticise the regime in suitably
veiled language." -- Financial Times

About the Author

Paul Aarts teaches International Relations at the University of Amsterdam. His publications include Saudi
Arabiain the Balance: Political Economy, Society, Foreign Affairs (Hurst, 2006, ed. with Gerd Nonneman).
Carolien Roelantsis senior Middle East editor at NRC Handel shlad.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Karyn Turner:

The particular book Saudi Arabia: A Kingdom in Peril will bring one to the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this
book very suited to you. The book Saudi Arabia: A Kingdom in Peril is much recommended to you to learn.
Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Christina Pena:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook different you
can read some sort of book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Saudi Arabia: A Kingdom in Peril it is quite good to read. There
are alot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Lillie Stein:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Saudi Arabia: A Kingdom in Peil
guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by



anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Saudi Arabia: A Kingdom in Peril as
good book not just by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book
by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

George Williams:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Saudi Arabia: A Kingdom in Peril was vibrant and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Saudi Arabia: A Kingdom in Peril has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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