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The universally acclaimed and award-winning Oxford History of Western Music
is the eminent musicologist Richard Taruskin's provocative, erudite telling of the
story of Western music from its earliest days to the present. Each book in this
superlative five-volume set illuminates-through a representative sampling of
masterworks-the themes, styles, and currents that give shape and direction to a
significant period in the history of Western music.

In Music in the Nineteenth Century , Richard Taruskin offers a panoramic tour of
this magnificent century in the history music. Major themes addressed in this
book include the romantic transformation of opera, Franz Schubert and the
German lied, the rise of virtuosos such as Paganini and Liszt, the twin giants of
nineteenth-century opera, Richard Wagner and Giuseppe Verdi, the lyric dramas
of Bizet and Puccini, and the revival of the symphony by Brahms. Laced with
brilliant observations, memorable musical analysis, and a panoramic sense of the
interactions between history, culture, politics, art, literature, religion, and music,
this book will be essential reading for anyone who wishes to understand thisrich
and diverse period.
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present. Each book in this superlative five-volume set illuminates-through a representative sampling of
masterworks-the themes, styles, and currents that give shape and direction to a significant period in the
history of Western music.

In Music in the Nineteenth Century , Richard Taruskin offers a panoramic tour of this magnificent century in
the history music. Major themes addressed in this book include the romantic transformation of opera, Franz
Schubert and the German lied, the rise of virtuosos such as Paganini and Liszt, the twin giants of nineteenth-
century opera, Richard Wagner and Giuseppe Verdi, the lyric dramas of Bizet and Puccini, and the revival of
the symphony by Brahms. Laced with brilliant observations, memorable musical analysis, and a panoramic
sense of the interactions between history, culture, politics, art, literature, religion, and music, this book will
be essential reading for anyone who wishes to understand this rich and diverse period.
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for Richard Taruskin's Oxford History of Western MusicR, 6-volume set

"Most of the newsin classical music takes place on stage or on disc. But at the moment, one of the biggest
stories (in more ways than one) is taking place on the printed page.” --The New Y ork Times

"Erudite, engaging, and suffused throughout with a mixture of brilliance and delirium." --Washington Post
"Readers will profit from his sharp analysis and unabashed opinions... Taruskin has succeeded in writing a
stimulating overview of Western society, setting a standard that will not be surpassed for avery long time..."
--Library Journal

"Taruskin's chef-d'oeuvre, however, is afeast of contrarian ideas, with enough spice to sting the palate of
anyone with a stake in telling the old stories in the old way. It aims for nothing less than the revaluation of
practically everything you thought you knew about classical music....Taruskin's magnum opusis a must-
read, and in itsway, areal page-turner of detective non-fiction. It's a cinch to become the most discussed
music title of the year, if not of the decade."-- The Globe & Mail

"The book is nothing short of spectacular”" - New Music Box

"There's plenty to keep you amused and enlightened - it's very good reading.” - American Record Guide
"Rather than assemble an overview, Taruskin has written a critical, subjective history in which he examines
the influence of key figures, works, and musical ideas against the backdrop of world affairs and cultural
history."-Berkeleyan

"Musicians, students, historians, and other readers wishing a detailed narrative about the career, patronage,
musical influences, reception, and creative productionof western composers, as well as the devel opment of
musical styleswill find this a fascinating and satisfying resource." --Reference and Research Library Book
News

"Most of the newsin classical music takes place on stage or on disc. But at the moment, one of the biggest
stories (in more ways than one) is taking place on the printed page.” --The New Y ork Times

"Erudite, engaging, and suffused throughout with a mixture of brilliance and delirium." --Washington Post
"Readers will profit from his sharp analysis and unabashed opinions... Taruskin has succeeded in writing a
stimulating overview of Western society, setting a standard that will not be surpassed for avery long time..."
--Library Journal

"Taruskin's chef-d'oeuvre, however, is afeast of contrarian ideas, with enough spice to sting the palate of
anyone with astake in telling the old stories in the old way. It aims for nothing less than the revaluation of
practically everything you thought you knew about classical music....Taruskin's magnum opusis a must-
read, and in itsway, areal page-turner of detective non-fiction. It's a cinch to become the most discussed
music title o

About the Author

Richard Taruskin is professor of musicology at the University of California, Berkeley. In addition to this
work, Taruskin is also the author of such books as Music in the Western World: A History in Documents
(1985) , Text & Act (OUP, 1995), and Stravinsky and the Russian Traditions (1996). He is a frequent
contributor to the New York Times, New Republic , and many other scholarly journals.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Elizabeth Ashton:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it isknown to us that book is very important for people. The book Music in the Nineteenth Century: The
Oxford History of Western Music has been making you to know about other understanding and of course
you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Music in the Nineteenth Century:
The Oxford History of Western Music is not only giving you alot more new information but also to be your
friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with all the book Music in the Nineteenth Century: The Oxford History of Western Music. You
never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Donald Scott:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Music in the Nineteenth Century: The Oxford History of Western Music your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get ahead of. The Music in the Nineteenth Century: The Oxford History of Western
Music giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern hereis your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Randy Hunter:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything you want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This e-book Music in the Nineteenth Century: The Oxford History of
Western Music was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit of abook, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike right now, many waysto
get book that you wanted.

Daryl Glover:

That guide can make you to fedl relax. That book Music in the Nineteenth Century: The Oxford History of
Western Music was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Music in the
Nineteenth Century: The Oxford History of Western Music has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore, not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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