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In recent decades, governments and NGOs--in an effort to promote democracy,
freedom, fairness, and stability throughout the world--have organized teams of
observers to monitor elections in a variety of countries. But when more
organizations join the practice without uniform standards, are assessments
reliable? When politicians nonetheless cheat and monitors must return to
countries even after two decades of engagement, what is accomplished?
Monitoring Democracy argues that the practice of international election
monitoring is broken, but still worth fixing. By analyzing the evolving interaction
between domestic and international politics, Judith Kelley refutes prevailing
arguments that international efforts cannot curb government behavior and that
democratization is entirely a domestic process. Yet, she also shows that
democracy promotion efforts are deficient and that outside actors often have no
power and sometimes even do harm.

Analyzing original data on over 600 monitoring missions and 1,300 elections,
Kelley grounds her investigation in solid historical context as well as studies of
long-term developments over several elections in fifteen countries. She pinpoints
the weaknesses of international election monitoring and looks at how
practitioners and policymakers might help to improve them.
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In recent decades, governments and NGOs--in an effort to promote democracy, freedom, fairness, and
stability throughout the world--have organized teams of observers to monitor elections in a variety of
countries. But when more organizations join the practice without uniform standards, are assessments
reliable? When politicians nonetheless cheat and monitors must return to countries even after two decades of
engagement, what is accomplished? Monitoring Democracy argues that the practice of international election
monitoring is broken, but still worth fixing. By analyzing the evolving interaction between domestic and
international politics, Judith Kelley refutes prevailing arguments that international efforts cannot curb
government behavior and that democratization is entirely a domestic process. Yet, she also shows that
democracy promotion efforts are deficient and that outside actors often have no power and sometimes even
do harm.

Analyzing original data on over 600 monitoring missions and 1,300 elections, Kelley grounds her
investigation in solid historical context as well as studies of long-term developments over several elections in
fifteen countries. She pinpoints the weaknesses of international election monitoring and looks at how
practitioners and policymakers might help to improve them.
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Editorial Review

Review
Co-Winner of the 2013 Chadwick F. Alger Prize, International Studies Association
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 2013

"Monitoring Democracy is an impressive attempt to assess the success of international election monitoring
by systematically comparing several hundred monitoring missions across the globe. . . . [Kelley] also offers
extensive concrete suggestions for improving monitoring in the future. This book addresses a major gap in
the literature, in which there are numerous individual case studies but little serious comparative work. It is,
therefore, mandatory reading for election monitoring professionals and for scholars doing research in that
area."--Choice

"Monitoring Democracy provides an insightful analysis of a topic of utmost policy relevance. Kelley
carefully considers confounding factors, selection problems and possible biases in the data. The book
touches on many interesting questions, and even offers advice to practitioners. The data work is impressive,
both in terms of the codification of monitors' reports and the number of case-studies."--Karina Cendon
Bóveda, International Affairs

"Kelley has produced a fine piece of scholarship that should be required reading for scholars interested in
democracy promotion, as well as practitioners. The analysis is careful, broad, and admirably conversant in
the details of specific countries and elections. . . . One of her greatest contributions is the associated data set,
which is publicly available and codes for both the characteristics of the monitoring missions and their
detailed evaluations. Hence, interested researchers are amply supplied with the theoretical and empirical
tools to build on Kelley's work."--Michael K. Miller, Perspectives on Politics

"[T]his hook provides a rich, cogent, and thought-provoking entry point. It is essential reading for those
interested in democracy promotion, international organizations and norms, and international influences on
domestic politics."--Daniela Donno, Political Science Quarterly

"Monitoring Democracy stands out as a major landmark in studies on the ways and waywardness of
international election observers."--Manu V. Devadevan, Human Rights Review

From the Back Cover

"This probing, nuanced, and insightful analysis of international election monitoring splendidly illuminates
and assesses a key area of international democracy support. The book's conclusions about the mixed utility
and many dilemmas of election monitoring are persuasive and deserve wide attention. Extra kudos to Judith
Kelley for providing an all-too-rare example of sophisticated, rigorous political science methods being
brought to bear on the domain of democracy promotion."--Thomas Carothers, Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace

"Judith Kelley has written not only the definitive book on election monitoring for scholars and practitioners,
but also an important new work on the modern practice of democracy itself. Her persuasive and carefully
conducted analysis of election monitoring reveals its positive effects as well as its ambiguities and
shortcomings. Election monitoring organizations should make Monitoring Democracy required reading for



all their staff."--Kathryn Sikkink, University of Minnesota

"In this book, Judith Kelley shows her skills as a political detective, demonstrating with impressive social
science that under certain conditions--not all--election monitoring promotes democracy. If you read only one
book on election monitoring, read Monitoring Democracy."--Robert O. Keohane, Princeton University

"This timely book provides the first inclusive study of election monitoring as it has developed since the mid-
1970s. It contains strong arguments, meticulous analysis, and a genuine understanding of the complexities of
individual elections throughout the world."--Jørgen Elklit, Aarhus University

"No other book compares the operations of different monitoring organizations and offers such a
comprehensive overview of their effectiveness."--Amanda Sives, University of Liverpool

"Monitoring Democracy answers a host of foundational questions about international election observation.
What is novel about this book--and what stands as Judith Kelley's singular achievement--is her
comprehensive and systematic collection of evidence. Her interpretation of this evidence is, happily, always
nuanced, judicious, and just plain smart. A must-read book."--Frederic C. Schaffer, University of
Massachusetts, Amherst

About the Author
Judith G. Kelley is associate professor of public policy and political science at Duke University. She is the
author of Ethnic Politics in Europe: The Power of Norms and Incentives (Princeton).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Dunham:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Monitoring Democracy: When International Election
Observation Works, and Why It Often Fails. Try to face the book Monitoring Democracy: When
International Election Observation Works, and Why It Often Fails as your good friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Kent Walker:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Monitoring Democracy: When International Election
Observation Works, and Why It Often Fails as the daily resource information.



Beverly Thomas:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. Monitoring Democracy: When International Election Observation Works, and Why It Often
Fails can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Arlene Miller:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Monitoring Democracy: When International
Election Observation Works, and Why It Often Fails was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website.
As we know that book Monitoring Democracy: When International Election Observation Works, and Why It
Often Fails has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading which.
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