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It is often argued that a very special sort of consciousness went into creating
Islamic art, that Islamic art is very different from other forms of art, that Muslims
are not allowed to portray human beingsin their art, and that calligraphy isthe
supreme Islamic art form. Oliver Leaman challenges all of these ideas and argues
that they are misguided. Instead, he suggests that the criteriawe should apply to
Islamic art are identical to the criteria applicable to art in general, and that the
attempt to put Islamic art into a special category isaresult of orientalism.
Leaman criticizes the influence of Sufism on Islamic aesthetics and contends that
it is generally misleading regarding both the nature of Islam and artistic
expression. He discusses issues arising in painting, calligraphy, architecture,
gardens, literature, films, and music and pays close attention to the teachings of
the Qur'an. In particular he asks what it would mean for the Qur'an to be a
miraculous literary creation, and he analyzes two passages in the Qur'an--those of
Y usuf and Zulaykha (Joseph and Zuleika) and King Sullayman (Solomon) and
the Queen of Sheba. His arguments draw on examples from history, art,
philosophy, theology, and the artefacts of the Islamic world, and challenge
accepted paradigms for analyzing Ilamic art.
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very different from other forms of art, that Muslims are not allowed to portray human beingsin their art, and
that caligraphy isthe supreme Islamic art form. Oliver Leaman challenges all of these ideas and argues that
they are misguided. Instead, he suggests that the criteriawe should apply to Islamic art are identical to the
criteriaapplicable to art in general, and that the attempt to put Islamic art into a special category is aresult of
orientalism. Leaman criticizes the influence of Sufism on Islamic aesthetics and contendsthat it is generally
misleading regarding both the nature of Islam and artistic expression. He discusses issues arising in painting,
calligraphy, architecture, gardens, literature, films, and music and pays close attention to the teachings of the
Qur'an. In particular he asks what it would mean for the Qur'an to be a miraculous literary creation, and he
analyzes two passages in the Qur'an--those of Y usuf and Zulaykha (Joseph and Zuleika) and King Sullayman
(Solomon) and the Queen of Sheba. His arguments draw on examples from history, art, philosophy,
theology, and the artefacts of the Islamic world, and challenge accepted paradigms for analyzing Islamic art.
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Editorial Review

Review
""Thisisauseful and imaginative project. ... Leaman is an accomplished and productive author and the book
will be of genuine and considerable interest.”

About the Author

OLIVER LEAMAN is professor of philosophy at the University of Kentucky.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Archie Williams:

What do you consider book? It isjust for students as they are still students or thisfor all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Islamic Aesthetics: An Introduction. All
type of book would you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Javier Link:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be alife style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Islamic Aesthetics: An
Introduction iskind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Judy Young:

The publication with title ISlamic Aesthetics: An Introduction posesses a lot of information that you can
study it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the
glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Deborah Hart:

ThisIdlamic Aesthetics: An Introduction is completely new way for you who hasinterest to look for some
information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know



or else you who till having bit of digest in reading this Islamic Aesthetics: An Introduction can be the light
food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get smply by anyone. These
books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So
thereis absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So, don't missthe item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along
with knowledge.
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