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In recent years, there has been growing awareness across a range of academic
disciplines of the value of exploring issues of religion and the sacred in relation
to cultures of everyday life. Exploring Religion and the Sacred in a Media Age
offers inter-disciplinary perspectives drawing from theology, religious studies,
media studies, cultural studies, film studies, sociology and anthropology.
Combining theoretical frameworks for the analysis of religion, media and
popular culture, with focused international case studies of particular texts,
practices, communities and audiences, the authors examine topics such as media
rituals, marketing strategies, empirical investigations of audience testimony, and
the influence of religion on music, reality television and the internet. Both
academically rigorous and of interest to a wider readership, this book offers a
wide range of fascinating explorations at the cutting edge of many contemporary
debates in sociology, religion and media, including chapters on the way
evangelical groups in America have made use of The Da Vinci Code and on the
influences of religion on British club culture and electronic dance music.
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In recent years, there has been growing awareness across a range of academic disciplines of the value of
exploring issues of religion and the sacred in relation to cultures of everyday life. Exploring Religion and the
Sacred in a Media Age offers inter-disciplinary perspectives drawing from theology, religious studies, media
studies, cultural studies, film studies, sociology and anthropology. Combining theoretical frameworks for the
analysis of religion, media and popular culture, with focused international case studies of particular texts,
practices, communities and audiences, the authors examine topics such as media rituals, marketing strategies,
empirical investigations of audience testimony, and the influence of religion on music, reality television and
the internet. Both academically rigorous and of interest to a wider readership, this book offers a wide range
of fascinating explorations at the cutting edge of many contemporary debates in sociology, religion and
media, including chapters on the way evangelical groups in America have made use of The Da Vinci Code
and on the influences of religion on British club culture and electronic dance music.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This collection hums with intellectual energy and the chapters are well written and accessible. The book
aims "to ensure that a more multi-faceted and creative engagement with religion is on offer" and, in my
opinion, it succeeds. It brings together some of the animating ideas regarding the intersections of religion, the
media, and popular culture and is a recommended scholarly resource for both undergraduate and
postgraduate students.' Journal of Contemporary Religion 'This text has much to add to the conversation, and
much to say to both scholars and practitioners alike about the influence of the media age on our
understanding of religion and the sacred.' Literature and Theology 'The title is recommended to all graduate
students of religion and media, and will be a good resource material for all those interested in a multifaceted
and interdisciplinary assessment of the creative engagement of the media with spirituality and in the
emerging field of Religion and Film.' Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs

About the Author
Chris Deacy is Head of Religious Studies at the University of Kent, where he specialises in Applied
Theology. His first book, Screen Christologies: Redemption and the Medium of Film, was based on his
doctoral thesis and published by the University of Wales Press in 2001. His 2005 publication, Faith in Film:
Religious Themes in Contemporary Cinema, published by Ashgate, was the product of a two-year Special
Research Fellowship from the Leverhulme Trust. In 2008, Blackwell published Chris's latest book, co-
authored with Gaye Ortiz, Theology and Film: Challenging the Sacred/Secular Divide, which focuses upon a
number of theoretical and methodological questions that arise in the area of theology and film before
applying many of these insights to a range of theological perspectives and filmic themes, including violence,
justice and eschatology. Chris is a member of INTERFILM, the American Academy of Religion (AAR) and
the UK Theology, Religion & Popular Culture Network Group. Elisabeth Arweck is Senior Research Fellow
at the University of Warwick (Institute of Education). She is a member of a range of national and
international learned societies in religious studies and the sociology of religion and is a Council member of
the International Society for the Sociology of Religion. Elisabeth is an editor of the Journal of Contemporary
Religion. She has co-edited a number of volumes, including Reading Religion in Text and Context:
Reflections of Faith and Practice in Religious Materials (with Peter Collins) (Ashgate, 2006), Materialising
Religion: Expression, Performance and Ritual (with William Keenan) (Ashgate, 2006), and Theorising Faith:
The Insider/Outsider Problem in the Study of Ritual (with Martin Stringer) (Birmingham University Press,
2002). She is author of Researching New Religious Movements in the West: Responses & Redefinitions
(Routledge, 2007) and co-author (with Peter Clarke) of New Religious Movements in Western Europe: An
Annotated Bibliography (Greenwood Press, 1997). She has published a number of articles in journals (with
Eleanor Nesbitt), book chapters, and entries in handbooks and encyclopaedias.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Anthony:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside



the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the guide untitled Exploring Religion and the Sacred in a Media Age (Theology and
Religion in Interdisciplinary Perspective Series in Association with the BSA Sociology of Religion Study
Group) can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Karen Ofarrell:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time,
we will say absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read will be Exploring Religion and the Sacred in a Media Age (Theology and Religion in
Interdisciplinary Perspective Series in Association with the BSA Sociology of Religion Study Group).

Dwight Hancock:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Exploring Religion and the Sacred in a Media Age
(Theology and Religion in Interdisciplinary Perspective Series in Association with the BSA Sociology of
Religion Study Group), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

John Moreno:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Exploring Religion and the Sacred in a Media Age (Theology and Religion
in Interdisciplinary Perspective Series in Association with the BSA Sociology of Religion Study Group) can
make you sense more interested to read.
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