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Knowledge about carnality and its limits provides the agenda for much of the
fiction written for adolescent readers today, yet there exists little critical
engagement with the ways in which it has been represented in the young adult
novel in either discursive, ideological, or rhetorical forms. Death, Gender and
Sexuality in Contemporary Adolescent Literature is a pioneering study that
addresses these methodological and contextual gaps. Focusing on texts produced
since the late-1980s, and drawing on a range of theoretical perspectives, Kathryn
James shows how representations of death in young adult literature are invariably
associated with issues of sexuality, gender, and power. Under particular scrutiny
are the trope of woman/death, the eroticizing and sexualizing of death, and the
ways in which the gendered subject is represented in dialogue with the processes
of death, dying, and grief. Through close readings of historical literature, fantasy
fictions, realistic novels, dead-narrator tales, and texts from genres including
Gothic, horror, and post-disaster, James reveals not only how cultural discourses
influence and are influenced by literary works, but how relevant the study of
death is to adolescent fiction--the literature of "becoming."
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young adult novel in either discursive, ideological, or rhetorical forms. Death, Gender and Sexuality in
Contemporary Adolescent Literature is a pioneering study that addresses these methodological and
contextual gaps. Focusing on texts produced since the late-1980s, and drawing on a range of theoretical
perspectives, Kathryn James shows how representations of death in young adult literature are invariably
associated with issues of sexuality, gender, and power. Under particular scrutiny are the trope of
woman/death, the eroticizing and sexualizing of death, and the ways in which the gendered subject is
represented in dialogue with the processes of death, dying, and grief. Through close readings of historical
literature, fantasy fictions, realistic novels, dead-narrator tales, and texts from genres including Gothic,
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Editorial Review

Review

"Death is universal and inevitable, which is precisely why James (Deakin Univ, Melbourne, Australia)
believes its frequent appearance in adolescent literature, to date little studied, is a topic worthy of
analysis...James makes a good case for the application of her ideas to other Anglophone literature, and
without doubt she breaks new ground in the study of a topic widely represented in fiction for teens, yet not
widely studied...Recommended."

-- Choice, June 2009

 

 

'Uncompromising in its refusal to sentimentalise either adolescent experience or its representation,
Death, Gender and Sexuality in Contemporary Adolescent Literature forces its readers to confront what
is at stake in the ideologies underlying fiction for young adults.' - Shelley King, Times Higher Education
Supplement

About the Author

Kathryn James teaches children's literature at Deakin University, Melbourne. Her publications have
appeared in Papers: Explorations into Children’s Literature, Children’s Literature in Education, and New
Talents 21C.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vicki Harris:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Death, Gender and Sexuality in
Contemporary Adolescent Literature (Children's Literature and Culture (Paperback)). All type of book can
you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Ann Yoho:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.



People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be
your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is actually Death, Gender
and Sexuality in Contemporary Adolescent Literature (Children's Literature and Culture (Paperback)).

Gerardo Roney:

Beside this specific Death, Gender and Sexuality in Contemporary Adolescent Literature (Children's
Literature and Culture (Paperback)) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge
or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't become
worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Death, Gender and
Sexuality in Contemporary Adolescent Literature (Children's Literature and Culture (Paperback)) because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from today!

Sebrina Knapp:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit
or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Death, Gender and Sexuality in Contemporary Adolescent Literature (Children's Literature and
Culture (Paperback)) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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