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Just as the sinking of the Titanic is embedded in the public consciousness in the
English-speaking world, so the crash of JAL flight JL123 is part of the Japanese
collective memory. The 1985 crash involved the largest loss of life for any single
air crash in the world. 520 people, many of whom had been returning to their
ancestral home for the Obon religious festival, were killed; there were only four
survivors.

This book tells the story of the crash, discusses the many controversial issues
surrounding it, and considers why it has come to have such importance for many
Japanese. It shows how the Japanese responded to the disaster: trying to
comprehend how a faulty repair may have caused the crash, and the fact that
rescue services took such a long time to reach the remote crash site; how the
bereaved dealt with their loss; how the media in Japan and in the wider world
reported the disaster; and how the disaster is remembered and commemorated.
The book highlights the media coverage of anniversary events and the Japanese
books and films about the crash; the very particular memorialization process in
Japan, alongside Japanese attitudes to death and religion; it points out in what
ways this crash both reflects typical Japanese behaviour and in what ways the
crash is unique.
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Just as the sinking of the Titanic is embedded in the public consciousness in the English-speaking world, so
the crash of JAL flight JL123 is part of the Japanese collective memory. The 1985 crash involved the largest
loss of life for any single air crash in the world. 520 people, many of whom had been returning to their
ancestral home for the Obon religious festival, were killed; there were only four survivors.

This book tells the story of the crash, discusses the many controversial issues surrounding it, and considers
why it has come to have such importance for many Japanese. It shows how the Japanese responded to the
disaster: trying to comprehend how a faulty repair may have caused the crash, and the fact that rescue
services took such a long time to reach the remote crash site; how the bereaved dealt with their loss; how the
media in Japan and in the wider world reported the disaster; and how the disaster is remembered and
commemorated. The book highlights the media coverage of anniversary events and the Japanese books and
films about the crash; the very particular memorialization process in Japan, alongside Japanese attitudes to
death and religion; it points out in what ways this crash both reflects typical Japanese behaviour and in what
ways the crash is unique.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a haunting saga, brilliantly told, about the 1985 crash of a Japan Airlines flight in the
mountains of remote Gunma that claimed 521 lives. It is a gripping tale that explores what happened
and why while probing the human tragedies that have unfolded since that fateful day... While disaster
buffs will find this a rewarding read, I think that anyone interested in Japan will learn a great deal
about how people collectively and individually cope with death, from how it is reported, how it is
mourned and commemorated, to efforts at healing the traumatic aftershocks that disrupt lives and
families, and the cold calculus of compensation." - Jeff Kingston, director of Asian Studies, Temple
University Japan; The Japan Times: Sunday, Nov. 6, 2011

About the Author

Christopher P. Hood is a Reader in Japanese Studies at Cardiff University, UK.  His publications include
Shinkansen: From Bullet Train to Symbol of Modern Japan, (2006), Japanese Education Reform:
Nakasone’s Legacy (2001) and (as editor) the four volume Politics of Modern Japan (all published by
Routledge).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Dealing with Disaster in Japan:
Responses to the Flight JL123 Crash (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series). All type of book is it possible
to see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Michelle Fulk:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Dealing with Disaster in Japan: Responses to the Flight JL123 Crash
(Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Dealing with Disaster in Japan:
Responses to the Flight JL123 Crash (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) content conveys the idea easily
to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Dealing with Disaster in Japan: Responses to the
Flight JL123 Crash (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?



Marion Richey:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Dealing with Disaster in Japan: Responses to the Flight JL123 Crash (Routledge
Contemporary Japan Series) offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Rosalie Castillo:

This Dealing with Disaster in Japan: Responses to the Flight JL123 Crash (Routledge Contemporary Japan
Series) is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of
digest in reading this Dealing with Disaster in Japan: Responses to the Flight JL123 Crash (Routledge
Contemporary Japan Series) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read
this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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