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This anthology from scholarly literature about children explores the ways society
makes meaning of the period called childhood, the social forces that shape
children, and the strategies children use to influence each other, their familes, and
the larger adult world.

The anthology includes 34 readingsin 7 topic aress:
I. Meanings of Childhood

I1. Theorizing Childhood

[11. Studying Children

IV. Relationships

V. Constructing Race, Ethnicity and Gender

V1. Popular Culture, Consumption and Play

VII. Social Problems and Inequality
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Editorial Review
Review

“Overall, this reader will provide an excellent, current, thoughtful, and much needed selection of work for
courses in the sociology of childhood and interdisciplinary coursesin childhood studies.”
Dr. David M. Hummon, Holy Cross College

“It isa strong counterbalance to the endless * developmental” approaches to the study of childhood. Thereis
areal need for this type of book.”
Dr. Nancy Finley, University of Alabama — Huntsville

“1 would definitely adopt a book like this. There has been areal need for this type of book for quite some
time. Thetheory in the sociological study of childhood has advanced far beyond the publications appropriate
for student texts. | look forward to its publication.”

Dr. Nancy Finley, University of Alabama — Huntsville

“Thisreader has several strengths. Firgt, it uses the New Sociology of Childhood approach, recognizing
children as active agentsin their own right. Second, the reader draws heavily from the authors who have
forged new ground in sociology of children (Thorne, Corsaro, Prout and James, Fine, and Adlers) and also
includes avariety of new authors who are moving that work forward in exciting ways. Third, the
organization is sound. It provides both historical and contemporary contexts and theoretical and
methodological frameworks; then it covers children’s diversity and ends with some key issues.”

Dr. Sue Marie Wright, Eastern Washington University

From the Back Cover

This anthology from scholarly literature about children explores the ways society makes meaning of the
period called childhood, the social forces that shape children, and the strategies children use to influence
each other, their familes, and the larger adult world. The thirty four readings in Childhood in American
Society examine how how definitions of "normal” and "ideal" childhood change across place and time, and
vary with differences of race, class, and gender. They challenge traditional development and socialization
approaches to studying childhood, and provide many examples based on ethnographies with children.

Karen Sternheimer is a member of the Sociology Department at the University of Southern California. Sheis
also the author of Kids These Days: Facts and Fictions About Today's Youth (Rowman & Littlefield) and It's
not the Media: The Truth About Pop Culture's Influence on Children (Westview Press).

About the Author

Karen Sternheimer is a member of the Sociology Department at the University of Southern California. Sheis
also the author of Kids These Days: Facts and Fictions About Today's Youth (Rowman & Littlefield) and It's
Not the Media: The Truth About Pop Culture's Influence on Children (Westview Press). Her research on
children has explored such diverse topics as kidnapping, substance abuse, obesity, teen pregnancy, and teen
driving.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Douglas Barlow:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Childhood in American Society: A Reader will
make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Mary Case:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Childhood in
American Society: A Reader book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Steven Parrish:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Childhood in American Society: A Reader as your
daily resource information.

Melanie Y oung:

The actual book Childhood in American Society: A Reader has alot of information on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after looking over this book.
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