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Tupac Shakur's most intimate and honest thoughts were uncovered only after his
death with the instant classic The Rose That Grew from Concrete.

His talent was unbounded -- a raw force that commanded attention and respect.
His death was tragic -- a violent homage to the power of his voice.

Hislegacy isindomitable -- as vibrant and alive today as it has ever been.

For thefirst time in paperback, this collection of deeply personal poetry isa
mirror into the legendary artist's enigmatic world and its many contradictions.

Written in his own hand from the time he was nineteen, these seventy-two poems
embrace his spirit, his energy -- and his ultimate message of hope.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Y A-A collection of poetry written by the rapper between 1989 and 1991, before he became famous. The
poems are passionate, sometimes angry, and often compelling. Selections are reproduced from the originals
in Shakur's handwriting, personalized by distinctive spelling and the use of ideographs (a drawing of an eye
for 1, etc.), and complete with scratch outs and corrections. With the exception of "In the Event of My
Demise," al of the pieces are accompanied by typed text, which leaves his spelling intact. Some poems are
also accompanied by his drawings. A few black-and-white photographs appear throughout. A preface by
Shakur's mother, aforeword by Nikki Giovanni, and an introduction by his manager, Leila Steinburg, in
whose writing group the poems were written, complete this unigue volume.

Susan Salpini, Purcellville Library, VA

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Tupac Shakur recorded twelve landmark albums -- nine of which went either platinum or gold. A
consummate actor, he also appeared in six major motion pictures, including Poetic Justice, Juice,
GridLock'd, and Gang Related. He was murdered at the age of twenty-five.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
From Section One: The Rose That Grew From Concrete

The Rose That Grew from Concrete

Autobiographical

Did u hear about the rose that grew from a crack
in the concrete

Proving nature's laws wrong it learned 2 walk
without having feet

Funny it seems but by keeping its dreams

it learned 2 breathe fresh air

Long live the rose that grew from concrete

when no one else even cared!

In the Depths of Solitude



Dedicated 2 Me

| exist in the depths of solitude
pondering my true goal

Trying 2 find peace of mind

and still preserve my soul
CONSTANTLY yearning 2 be accepted
and from all receive respect

Never compromising but sometimes risky
and that is my only regret

A young heart with an old soul

how can there be peace

How can | be in the depths of solitude
when there R 2 inside of me

This Duo within me causes

the perfect opportunity

2 learn and live twice as fast

as those who accept simplicity

Sometimes | Cry

Sometimes when I'm aone

| cry because I'm on my own
Thetears| cry R bitter and warm
They flow with life but take no form
| cry because my heart istorn

and | find it difficult 2 carry on

If 1 had an ear 2 confidein

| would cry among my treasured friends



But who do u know that stops that long

to help another carry on

The world moves fast and it would rather pass u by
than 2 stop and ¢ what makes u cry

It's painful and sad and sometimes | cry

and no one cares about why.

Under the Skies Above

After the Miscarriage

My child is out there somewhere

under the skies above

waiting anxiously 4 u and me

2 blessit with our love

A part of me apart of u

and a part of thislove we share

will protect my unborn child

who lives dormant out there somewhere
Sometimes in my dreams

| imagine what it would be like

How could | properly guide him

when even | don't know what's right
Whether he isborn in wealth or poverty
there will be no deficiency in love

| welcome this gift of life

given from GOD under the skies above

Copyright © 1999 by The Estate of Tupac Shakur



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Patricia Nebeker:

This The Rose That Grew From Concrete book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get. That
The Rose That Grew From Concrete without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical
in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry The Rose That Grew From Concrete can bring when you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This The Rose That Grew From Concrete having great arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Fern Marshall:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
alot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyonein thisworld
could share their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also
they write about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet
awaystry to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their
book. One of them is this The Rose That Grew From Concrete.

Arlene Wilson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you arein the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The Rose That Grew From Concrete why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Jerry Bonner:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It al right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Rose That Grew From
Concrete which is keeping the e-book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's find.
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