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Thefirst in an epic trilogy, Sea of Poppiesis "aremarkably rich saga. . . which
has plenty of action and adventure ala Dumas, but moments also of Tolstoyan
penetration--and a drop or two of Dickensian sentiment” (The Observer
[London]).

At the heart of this vibrant sagaisavast ship, the Ibis. Her destiny isa
tumultuous voyage across the Indian Ocean shortly before the outbreak of the
Opium Warsin China. In atime of colonial upheaval, fate has thrown together a
diverse cast of Indians and Westerners on board, from a bankrupt rajato a
widowed tribeswoman, from a mulatto American freedman to a free-spirited
French orphan. Astheir old family ties are washed away, they, like their
historical counterparts, come to view themselves as jahaj-bhais, or ship-brothers.
The vast sweep of this historical adventure spans the lush poppy fields of the
Ganges, the rolling high seas, and the exotic backstreets of Canton. With a
panorama of characters whose diaspora encapsulates the vexed colonial history
of the East itself, Sea of Poppiesis "a storm-tossed adventure worthy of Sir
Walter Scott" (Vogue).
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Thefirstin an epic trilogy, Sea of Poppiesis "aremarkably rich saga. . . which has plenty of action and
adventure ala Dumas, but moments also of Tolstoyan penetration--and a drop or two of Dickensian
sentiment” (The Observer [London]).

At the heart of thisvibrant sagaisavast ship, the Ibis. Her destiny is a tumultuous voyage across the Indian
Ocean shortly before the outbreak of the Opium Warsin China. In atime of colonia upheaval, fate has
thrown together a diverse cast of Indians and Westerners on board, from a bankrupt raja to a widowed
tribeswoman, from a mulatto American freedman to a free-spirited French orphan. Astheir old family ties
are washed away, they, like their historical counterparts, come to view themselves as jahaj-bhais, or ship-
brothers. The vast sweep of this historical adventure spans the lush poppy fields of the Ganges, the rolling
high seas, and the exotic backstreets of Canton. With a panorama of characters whose diaspora encapsulates
the vexed colonia history of the East itself, Sea of Poppiesis "astorm-tossed adventure worthy of Sir Walter
Scott" (Vogue).
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. Diaspora, myth and a fascinating language mashup propel the Rubik's cube of plotsin
Ghosh's picaresque epic of the voyage of the lbis, a ship transporting Indian girmitiyas (coolies) to Mauritius
in 1838. The first two-thirds of the book chronicles how the crew and the human cargo come to the vessel,
now owned by rising opium merchant Benjamin Burnham. Mulatto second mate Zachary Reid, a 20-year-old
of Lord Jim-ike innocence, is passing for white and doesn't realize his secret is known to the gomusta
(overseer) of the coolies, Baboo Nob Kissin, an educated Falstaffian figure who believes Zachary isthe key
to realizing his lifelong mission. Among the human cargo, there are three fugitives in disguise, two on the
run from avengeful family and one hoping to escape from Benjamin. Also on board is aformerly high caste
raj who was brought down by Benjamin and is now on hisway to a penal colony. The cast is marvelous and
the plot majestically serpentine, but the real hero is the English language, which has rarely felt so dive and
vibrant. (Oct.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Y orker

Ghosh?s best and most ambitious work yet is an adventure story set in nineteenth-century Calcutta against
the backdrop of the Opium Wars. On the lbis, a ship engaged in transporting opium across the Bay of

Bengal, varied life stories converge. A fallen ragja, a half-Chinese convict, a plucky American sailor, a
widowed opium farmer, atransgendered religious visionary are all united by the ?2smoky paradise? of the
opium seed. Ghosh writes with impeccable control, and with avivid and sometimes surprising imagination: a
woman?s tooth protrudes ?ike atilted gravestone?; an opium addict?s writhing spasms are akin to 2looking
at apack of rats squirming in asack?; the body of ayoung man is ?a smoking crater that had just risen from
the ocean and was still waiting to be explored.?

Copyright ©2008 Click here to subscribe to The New Yorker

From Bookmarks Magazine

In his sixth novel, Amitav Ghosh observes the pervasive effects of colonialism through the daily trials and
discordant inner lives of hislarge, diverse cast of characters. Though the reviewer from the Wall Street
Journal objected to the overt political message and convoluted plot, most critics praised this lush and
evocative novel, filled with vivid details of life in 19th-century India. Ghosh's vibrant prose radiates
compassion and empathy for his characters and ingenioudly recreates the Anglo-Indian pidgin they would
have spoken. (Readers may find the frequent foreign words distracting, but a glossary is provided.) Thefirst
installment in a projected trilogy, Sea of Poppies ends just as the Ibis's voyage begins, having spent most of
its 500-plus pages in exposition. But Ghosh's epic, ambitious vision will keep readers riveted.

Copyright 2008 Bookmarks Publishing LLC

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Phyllis Spencer:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Sea of Poppies. A Novel (The Ibis Trilogy). Try to make book Sea of


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242411
http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451

Poppies. A Novel (The Ibis Trilogy) as your buddy. It meansthat it can to get your friend when you
experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it isvery fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you alot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book.
So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Steven Dillinger:

This Sea of Poppies: A Nove (The Ibis Trilogy) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the
world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get.
This Sea of Poppies: A Novel (The Ibis Trilogy) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Sea of Poppies: A Novel (The Ibis Trilogy)
can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves turn out to be full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Sea of Poppies: A Novel (The Ibis Trilogy) having
good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Shelia Tonn:

The reason why? Because this Sea of Poppies: A Novel (The Ibis Trilogy) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you alot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking means. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | have been you | will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Sandra Eadley:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is aset of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This e-book Sea of Poppies. A Novel (The Ibis Trilogy) was filled regarding science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various
feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of abook, you can truly feel enjoy to read
aguide. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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