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Hearing has traditionally been regarded as the second sense -- as somehow less
rational and less modern than the first sense, sight. Reason and Resonance
explodes this myth by reconstructing the process through which the ear came to
play a central role in modern culture and rationality.

For the past four hundred years, hearing has been understood as involving the
sympathetic resonance between the vibrating air and various parts of the inner
ear. But the emergence of resonance as the centerpiece of modern aurality also
coincides with the triumph of a new type of epistemology in which the absence
of resonance isthe very condition of thought. Our mind's relationship to the
world is said to rest on distance or, as the very synonym for reason suggests,
reflection.

Reason and Resonance traces the genealogy of this "intimate animosity" between
reason and resonance through a series of interrelated case studies involving a
varied cast of otologists, philosophers, physiologists, pamphleteers, and music
theorists. Among them are the seventeenth-century architect-zoologist Claude
Perrault, who refuted Cartesianism in a book on sound and hearing; the Sturm
und Drang poet Wilhelm Heinse and his friend the anatomist Samuel
Sommerring, who believed the ventricular fluid to be the interface between the
soul and the auditory nerve; the renowned physiol ogist Johannes Miiller, who
invented the concept of "sense energies"; and Mdller's most important student,
Hermann von Helmholtz, author of the magisterial Sensations of Tone. Erlman
also discusses key twentieth-century thinkers of aurality, including Ernst Mach;
the communications engineer and proponent of the first nonresonant wave theory
of hearing, Georg von Békésy; political activist and philosopher Gunther Anders;
and Martin Heidegger.
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Hearing has traditionally been regarded as the second sense -- as somehow less rational and less modern than
the first sense, sight. Reason and Resonance explodes this myth by reconstructing the process through which
the ear came to play a central role in modern culture and rationality.

For the past four hundred years, hearing has been understood as involving the sympathetic resonance
between the vibrating air and various parts of the inner ear. But the emergence of resonance as the
centerpiece of modern aurality also coincides with the triumph of a new type of epistemology in which the
absence of resonance is the very condition of thought. Our mind's relationship to the world is said to rest on
distance or, asthe very synonym for reason suggests, reflection.

Reason and Resonance traces the genealogy of this "intimate animosity" between reason and resonance
through a series of interrelated case studies involving avaried cast of otologists, philosophers, physiologists,
pamphleteers, and music theorists. Among them are the seventeenth-century architect-zool ogist Claude
Perrault, who refuted Cartesianism in a book on sound and hearing; the Sturm und Drang poet Wilhelm
Heinse and his friend the anatomist Samuel Sommerring, who believed the ventricular fluid to be the
interface between the soul and the auditory nerve; the renowned physiologist Johannes Miller, who invented
the concept of "sense energies’; and Milller's most important student, Hermann von Helmholtz, author of the
magisterial Sensations of Tone. Erlman also discusses key twentieth-century thinkers of aurality, including
Ernst Mach; the communications engineer and proponent of the first nonresonant wave theory of hearing,
Georg von Békésy; palitical activist and philosopher Giinther Anders; and Martin Heidegger.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Veit Erlmann holds the Endowed Chair of Music History at the University of Texas at Austin's Butler School
of Music.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Angela Jones:

The knowledge that you get from Reason and Resonance: A History of Modern Aurality could be the more
deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Reason and Resonance: A History of Modern Aurality giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. It istherefore easy to understand then can go along with you, bothin
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Reason and Resonance: A History of
Modern Aurality instantly.

Bessie Papp:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstabl e resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Reason and Resonance: A History of Modern
Aurality as your daily resource information.

Roger Sowa:

Y ou can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Reason and Resonance: A History of
Modern Aurality is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.



Cathy Duran:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Reason and Resonance: A History of Modern
Aurality or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you
fedl wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Reason and Resonance: A History of Modern Aurality to make your spare time alot more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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